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10 Afridi innings 
you won’t forget 


Whites chairman 
targets move up 


Sloppy Stags 
pay for blunders 


SOUTHAMPTON AWAY TRAVEL 
Taking Saints fans away for the past 7 seasons! 

Entertainment & 4G Wifi on Board. Free Food & Drink. 

*Some coaches will now have reclining seats, extra leg room and power points* 

Travel in comfort by coach and arrive in style from Southampton to your designated Football away match venue. Arrive at least 90 minutes before kick-off. 

Pick-up points from Bournemouth, Ringwood, Marchwood, Totton, Hedge End, Botley, Soton Central, Red Jet I.O.W, Stadium, Fleming Park & Winchester, Fleet, Chieveley and Basingstoke 


STOKE V SAINTS I BRIGHTON V SAINTS 

Sat 30th Sept - £26.95 pp I Sat 28th Oct - £18.95 pp 

(Free Food & Drink) I (Free Food & Drink) 


For more details on how to purchase your ticket, contact: 07801867365 (Nick) 07961030850 (AlCX) * WWW.SOUthamptonawaytravel.CO.llk 


LIVERPOOL V SAINTS 

Sat 18th Nov - £29.95 pp 
(Free Food & Drink) 


CRYSTAL PALACE V SAINTS 

Sat 16th Sept - £19.95 pp 
(Free Food & Drink) 
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SAINTS 

Pressure 
mounts on 
Bilic and 
De Boer 

DEFEATS for West Ham 
and Crystal Palace put 
pressure on Slaven Bilic 
and Frank De Boer at the 
bottom of the Premier 
League. 

Both teams are without a 
point after three games in 
the league. 

De Boer’s Eagles are yet 
to score after a 2-0 defeat 
to previously winless 
Swansea and were booed 
off three matches into the 
Dutchman’s reign. 

Tammy Abraham, on 
loan from Chelsea, scored 
his first Premier League 
goal one minute before 
half-time and Jordan Ayew 
added a second within 
three minutes of the 
restart. 

Bilic’s Hammers lost 
3-0 at Newcastle, who 
won for the first time this 
season through goals from 
Joselu, Ciaran Clark and 
substitute Aleksandar 
Mitrovic. 

Bournemouth are also 
without a point after three 
games this season as Pep 
Guardiola’s City claimed 
victory through Raheem 
Sterling’s stoppage-time 
winner (see pages 6&7 for 
match reaction). 

The England forward was 
sent off after earning a 
second yellow card for his 
celebrations at netting the 
decisive strike in the 2-1 
win. 

Gabriel Jesus had 
cancelled out Charlie 
Daniels’ stunning strike as 
City came from behind for 
a second win from three 
games following Monday’s 
draw with Everton, who 
play Chelsea on Sunday. 

Miguel Britos was 
sent off for a two-footed 
challenge on Anthony 
Knockaert after 24 
minutes, but Brighton 
are still chasing a first 
Premier League goal this 
season. They have their 
first point and maiden 
clean sheet. 



Swansea City manager Paul 
Clement and Tammy Abraham 
(right) applaud the fans after 
victory against Crystal Palace 
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UP FOR IT: Dusan Tadic wins a header 


Adam 

Leitch 


SAINTS go into the first interna¬ 
tional break of the season unbeat¬ 
en in the Premier League after a 
battling out goalless draw against 
Huddersfield. 

Mauricio Pellegrino’s side 
spurned a great early chance and 
then to soak up a lot of first-half 
pressure against the newly pro¬ 
moted Terriers, who came into 
the game on a high after victories 
in their first two top flight match¬ 
es. 

But tactical changes from Pel¬ 
legrino helped his side turn 
things in their favour and pro¬ 
duce a solid away result - which 
would have been even better were 
it not for a stoppage time goalline 
clearance from Tommy Smith - to 
bounce back from the midweek 
Carabao Cup exit at the hands of 
Wolves. 

Saints don’t have another game 
for a fortnight but will return to 


TEAM NEWS 

SAINTS boss Mauricio Pellegrino 
returned to the side that defeated 
West Ham for the trip to Huddersfield. 

Having experimented with a back 
three, and making a number of changes 
in the process, in the midweek defeat 
to Wolves, Pellegrino went back to a 
more tried and trusted formula. 

The formation returned to a 4-2-3-1, 
while there were recalls for all six of the 
players who made way in the Carabao 
Cup. 

New signing Wesley Hoedt was 

action with two draws and a win 
under their belt in the Premier 
League. 

Saints were having to handle 
a lot of intensity in the opening 
stages of the game. 

Huddersfield were bang up for 
the match as you would expect 
and were pressing hard in every 
area of the pitch which only fur¬ 
ther encouraged an already rau¬ 
cous crowd. 

It gave Saints so little time on 


named among the subs. 

SAINTS: Forster, Cedric, Yoshida, 
Stephens, Bertrand, Lemina, Romeu, 
Davis, Tadic, Redmond, Gabbiadini. 

SUBS: Long, Austin, Hoedt, Ward- 
Prowse, Boufal, McCarthy, McQueen. 

HUDDERSFIELD: Lassl, Smith, Zanka, 
Schindler, Lowe, Mooy, Billing, 
Kachunga, Ince, van La Parra, Mounie. 

SUBS: Coleman, Malone, Lolley, 
Williams, Quaner, Hefele, Palmer. 


the ball and they were having to 
hold firm in an attempt to damp¬ 
en early enthusiasm and work 
their way into the game. 

They did just that as they cre¬ 
ated a golden opportunity with 
virtually their first attack of the 
game on 11 minutes as Steven Da¬ 
vis slid the ball into Nathan Red¬ 
mond. 

Replays suggested he was mar¬ 
ginally offside but the flag stayed 
down and Redmond had the 


chance to open up his body and 
guide a right-footed shot into the 
far corner under little pressure. 
However, his effort was directed 
wide of the far post. 

Fraser Forster had his first ac¬ 
tion four minutes later, making 
a simple save from a Mathias 
Zanka header from just inside the 
area that never had enough power 
to trouble the Saints stopper. 

They were grateful to Maya 
Yoshida for making a tremendous 
last-gasp saving challenge in the 
six-yard box on 20 minutes to pre¬ 
vent Elias Kachunga from turn¬ 
ing home from close range. 

Moments later Forster did su¬ 
perbly to save with his body from 
close range as Steve Mounie tried 
to turn home a first time shot 
from a left wing cross. 

Saints were under the pump and 
after Kachunga had left Mario 
Lemina standing, Steven Davis 
made a vital late interception to 
cut out Rajiv van La Parra’s shot 
that looked to be heading for the 
bottom corner. 

Mounie didn’t make clean con- 
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Dusan Tadic hurdles a challenge from Huddersfield's Christopher Schindler Steven Davis battles for the ball 



FALL GUY: Oriol Romeu takes a tumble 


ON THE BALL: Nathan Redmond 

tact to a Tommy Smith low cut 
back cross from the right on 31 
minutes and Saints were happy 
to see the ball trickle just wide of 
the post. 

The Huddersfield striker did 
hit the target with a header form 
a corner but it was simple for 
Forster to deal with. 

He was extended far more on 
36 minutes as Saints allowed 
the ball to bounce to Tom Ince, 
who hit a shot across goal only 
for Forster to dive to his right to 
turn wide. 

Forster was just about able 
to recover from what looked as 
though it might be a terrible mo¬ 
ment as he made a mess of deal¬ 
ing with a cross on the move and 
presented the ball to Kachunga, 
but he was able to save the shot 
with his legs. 

When the half-time whis¬ 
tle went Saints were no doubt 
pleased to have got into the 
break level despite Redmond 
having had such a great opportu¬ 


nity early in the game. 

Pellegrino made a tactical 
change for the second half with 
Oriol Romeu playing alone in 
the anchor role in front of the 
back four and Davis dropping 
deeper to play alongside Lemina 
in front of him. 

Lemina’s positioning made an 
impact six minutes after the re¬ 
start as he held the ball up and 
laid it off to Manolo Gabbiadini, 
whose shot from 20 yards was 
drilled low but straight at Jonas 
Lossl in the Huddersfield goal. 

Pellegrino’s change was hav¬ 
ing an effect as Saints were get¬ 
ting far more control, and as a 
result possession, in the middle 
of the pitch, also restricting Aar¬ 
on Mooy’s influence, allowing 
them to press Huddersfield back 
a little. 

The Terriers reacted quickly to 
the situation by making a substi¬ 
tution on 56 minutes with Kasey 
Palmer replacing van La Parra. 

Mounie headed a difficult 


chance well over the bar as Hud¬ 
dersfield tried to reassert their 
dominance in the game. 

There was another change for 
Huddersfield as Danny Williams 
came on for Philip Billing. 

Redmond tried an effort from 
distance that whistled just wide be¬ 
fore Pellegrino introduced Shane 
Long for Lemina on 64 minutes 
and reverted to much more of a 
4-2-3-1 but with Gabbiadini playing 
deeper and trying to support Long. 

It didn’t last long though as 
James Ward-Prowse replaced Gab¬ 
biadini on 71 minutes. 

That was followed three minutes 
later by Sam McQueen coming on 
for Tadic. He went out to the left 
with Redmond playing more cen¬ 
trally. 

Forster had to make a save from 
Ince, who hit a powerful shot from 
range. 

The various changes for both 
sides had interrupted the rhythm 
of the game which hadn’t flowed 
like it did in the first period, but 


the three points were there for the 
taking for either side. 

Saints furiously appealed for a 
penalty on 82 minutes as Ward- 
Prowse cut back inside in the area 
and went down over the trailing 
leg of Zanka but referee Stuart At- 
twell was having none of it. 

Redmond had a sight of goal 
three minutes later but his side 
footed shot from just inside the 
area was guided too close to Lossl 
who was able to push away. 

Huddersfield made a final 
switch with two minutes remain¬ 
ing with Collin Quaner coming on 
for Kachunga. 

Saints so nearly broke the dead¬ 
lock in stoppage time as Ryan 
Bertrand arrived unmarked at the 
far post to head Long’s right wing 
cross back across goal. Lossl was 
beaten but Smith appeared on the 
line to hack it away. 

That proved to be the final 
chance of the match with both 
sides probably relatively content 
with a point. 


Pell hails 
character 
of players 

MAURICIO Pellegrino was 
delighted with the character 
shown by his side as Saints 
put their Carabao Cup 
humbling against Wolves 
behind them to fight out an 
entertaining goalless draw at 
Huddersfield. 

Saints had to dig deep to 
contain the Terriers, who are 
flying high in a honeymoon 
period after their promotion, 
and then started to dominate 
in the second half. 

They almost won it as 
Ryan Bertrand had a header 
cleared off the line in 
stoppage time, but going 
into the international break 
Saints are unbeaten in the 
Premier League with a win 
and two draws. 

Pellegrino said: “It was a 
really tough game from the 
beginning. 

“Huddersfield right now 
is a team with a really high 
mentality, they are really 
strong in second balls and 
long balls in aerial play 
with big players and some 
deliveries from three- 
quarters. 

“They create some 
problems and at the same 
time in the first half we 
have two chances clear to 
score and in the second half, 
especially when we had the 
ball, we were better than 
them, and we had three 
or four chances to win the 
game. 

“We could win, we could 
lose, maybe, but it was a 
really tough. 

“The best thing for us was 
we showed great character 
for 90 minutes and we got one 
point and we have to keep 
going.” 

Pellegrino helped his side 
get control with tactical 
changes at the break and 
revealed: “I move a little bit 
higher Mario (Lemina) and 
Steven (Davis) and I put Oriol 
(Romeu) close to the centre 
backs to help a little bit in 
aerial play. I think we were 
better. 

“After I change again 
because I see some players 
a little bit tired to put fresh 
people, fresh legs, and I think 
we finished better than them. 

“The best news is we can 
compete in a tough game, 
we can control the opponent 
when we manage the ball, 
and in the first three games 
I think we deserve to win 
the first two. This was really 
tough but we could win, 
we could also lose. Typical 
Premier League game.” 
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Poch sees 
himself in 
new signing 

MAURICIO Pochettino has backea 
Tottenham’s club-record signing 
Davinson Sanchez to prove a hit in 
England after seeing much of himself 
in the Colombia international. 

The 21-year-old completed his switch 
from Ajax on Wednesday for a fee 
reported to be in the region of £42m. 

Having come through the ranks at 
Atletico Nacional in his native 
Colombia, Sanchez spent just one 
season in the Eredivisie before 
completing his move to England. 

But Pochettino, who also came to 
Europe from Latin America at a young 
age, believes he has seen enough in 
Sanchez to know he can deal with the 
change. 

“I think he’s young, but he won the 
Copa Libertadores with his team in 
Colombia,” he said. 

“He played regularly at Ajax. Played 
the final against Manchester United. I 
think he’s young but with amazing 
history and background. I like his 
personality and how he is aggressive, 
he is fast, he will fit for us very well. 

“He is so aggressive, so fast. It’s true 
that when there was the possibility to 
sign him, (there was an) advantage, 
because he wanted to move and to 
play for Tottenham. Davinson is with us 
because a lot of clubs were interested 
in him but he decided to join us.” 

Pochettino moved to Espanyol from 
Newell’s Old Boys at the age of just 22 
and admits there were plenty of 



Davinson Sanchez 


challenges - but ones he overcame 
and reckons Sanchez will also deal 
with. 

“When he arrived at Ajax from the 
beginning he showed his quality, 
started to show his character and 
personality, I think he was the best 
player on Ajax in his first season,” he 
said. 

“That showed that he is a player with 
big character and personality, and with 
a lot of potential. 

“First of all it (the challenge) is to 
adapt yourself. I moved with my wife, 
we were not scared, but you are 
waiting because you don’t know. 

“From America, you come to Europe, 
you don’t know what you will find here. 
But him, he’s unbelievable: he speaks 
very good English, and from day one 
when he arrived I think he is like all the 
players here. 

“It was difficult at the beginning, (he 
has) all the characteristics he has are 
for success here.” 

Pochettino also revealed he gave 
Sanchez a welcome to English football 
in one of his first training sessions at 
Tottenham’s Enfield training base. 

“I challenged him,” he added. 

“We were playing a box and he was 
inside and the ball was in the air and 
me, bam, and he fall, and me with the 
ball! 

“It’s a massive opportunity because 
we believe he will be one of the best 
centre-backs in the world in the future. 
That is why we made the effort to try to 
sign him.” 


SAINTS 



It can't get any 



Peter 

Howard 


SAINTS will do very, very well to 
do any worse again this season 
than they did against Wolves in 
the League Cup second round. 

It was pretty much the lowest 
of the low, losing to lower league 
opposition, who barely gave two 
hoots about the competition, put 
out a reserve side and brought 
none of their first team. 

It was a shambles from start 
to finish and the end result saw 
Saints lose for the first time to 
lower league opposition at St 
Mary’s. 

They managed to lob in the bin 
one of the easiest routes in to 
European competition, and also 
managed to really reverse much 
of the momentum they had built 
in their unbeaten start to the Pre¬ 
mier League season. 

After a miserable end to last 
season, Saints fans don’t have a 
very long fuse for such failures 
at this moment in time and Mau- 
ricio Pellegrino will do well to 
know that in January when the 
FA Cup comes around. 

But while Wednesday’s defeat 
was miserable and won’t be for¬ 
gotten in a while, it was a valu¬ 
able lesson. 

If there was any opportunity to 
experiment, this was probably it. 

You can’t blame the Argentine 
boss for giving a few ideas a go 
and getting Saints ready to be 
more adaptable. 

He couldn’t exactly plan for how 
horrifically it went. 

Dysfunctional 

The 3-4-3 that Pellegrino decid¬ 
ed to deploy was just completely 
dysfunctional and, unfortunately, 
against a side better drilled and 
more familiar with this fashion¬ 
able formation, Saints fell short. 

It may have, perhaps, been 
better to give this system a go 
against opposition who have not 
mastered it in the same way. 

Wolves were weak and looked 
incapable of threatening Saints 
for much of the tie. 

But while Saints were experi¬ 
menting with unfamiliar ways of 
playing, Wolves knew they were 
to just go defensive in a way of 
playing that was not new to them. 

This is not excusing Saints, who 
had a very a strong side out on 
paper and should have made easy 
work of this team. 

But the 3-4-3, if Pellegrino 
wants to use it, had to be given a 
shot, and why not against a weak 
Wolves side in the League Cup 
early rounds? 

It seemed a low risk way of do¬ 
ing it. 


Claude Puel wasn’t so careful 
about implementing a new way 
of playing and pretty much had 
things changed from the start. 

That had its own pitfalls in that 
Saints spent the whole season 
toiling with a style of play that 
clearly didn’t suit them until Puel 
finally made a decision to revert 
back to the 4-2-3-1, which was still 
very much in the the French¬ 


man’s image, but nonetheless a 
way of play that the players were 
more comfortable in. 

Most of the players stated after 
the change back to the 4-2-3-1 that 
this was the way of playing best 
suited to them. 

That was obvious again against 
Wolves, where Saints just looked 
completely at sea - clueless al¬ 
most - in a different formation. 


Cup humiliation - Donovan Wilson 
and Danny Batth, below left, 
score Wolves' goals at St Mary's. 

But if they don’t try and use this 
system then it could set Saints 
back, so perhaps this lab session 
against Wolves was necessary. 

It’s one of the most fashionable 
formations of the day in the Pre¬ 
mier League. Most teams use it, 
or have it in their locker to alter 
to it. 

Chelsea were the flag bearers 
for it last season and won the 
league playing that system. 

By the end of last season, many 
teams were using it to great ef¬ 
fect or had it ready to counter 
sides, like the Blues, whose ram¬ 
pant momentum slowed towards 
the end of the campaign as sides 
worked out how to partly foil 
their system. 

On paper, Saints seem quite 
suited to it, too, as long as they 
can get the right balance. 

The personnel that Pellegrino 
used against Wolves may not have 
been the best to make the most of 
the formation. 

He put out a strong team but 
possibly in the wrong way. 

The 3-4-3 is great because it uses 
the full backs as key members of 
the attack. 

Ryan Bertrand and Cedric 
Soares - Saints’ regulars at full¬ 
back - are among the best in the 
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worse than this 


Premier League. 

When you look at their capabili¬ 
ties it would be understandable to 
convert to this 3-4-3, with Cedric 
and Bertrand pushed far forward. 

But Sam McQueen and Jeremy 
Pied just weren’t able to make it 
work. They got in space and had a 
few crosses but couldn’t produce 
anything of note. 


That’s a big reason, it seems, 
why this experiment failed so 
badly. 

The other reason was the rela¬ 
tionship between the attacking 
three, in that it is was virtually 
non-existent. 

Charlie Austin was isolated in 
the middle as crosses flew hap¬ 
lessly over his head. 


Dusan Tadic was anonymous on 
the right and Sofiane Boufal just 
didn’t turn up. 

That blend of players clearly 
was not right for the formation. 

But again, who can blame Pel¬ 
legrino for deploying that three. 

It wasn’t as if they were reserve 
players. Austin was last season’s 
top scorer, Boufal was, up until 


Mario Lemina’s recent arrival, 
the club’s record signing and Tad¬ 
ic is a mainstay in the team. 

Tadic said afterwards that it 
was an important experience to 
give the 3-4-3 a go. 

“I’ve played that formation in 
the national team and you need 
time to get used to it,” he said. 
“But it’s good experience for eve¬ 
ryone. 

“We need to have a few ideas 
and the coach tried to explain it 
as best as possible and that’s it. 
We need to follow his ideas. We 
worked on it just for this game, 
but we will see. We need to be in¬ 
telligent to know how to play dif¬ 
ferent systems.” 

On it’s day, with the right per¬ 
sonnel, the 3-4-3 probably would 
be a good shout for Saints. 

They’ve just bought another 
centre-back in Wesley Hoedt and 
if Virgil van Dijk returns to the 
fold, then they’d have potentially 
a very strong back three there. 

Bombing on 

Then they’d have Bertrand and 
Cedric bombing on with Romeu 
and Lemina in the middle and a 
front three of Redmond, Gabbia- 
dini and Davis, with Tadic, Boufal 
and James Ward-Prowse also op¬ 
tions in attack with Shane Long 
and Austin. 

You can see why Pellegrino is 
working them in training to see if 
this is a possible way of playing. 

What I don’t really understand 
is if you’re going to experiment, 
why not make it a fair test - as 
any good science GCSE student is 
taught. 

Why not use the players that 
you might use on a regular basis 
in this formation? Then, at least, 
you’d have some idea of what 
it might look like in a Premier 
League. 

And then perhaps you wouldn’t 
find yourself in a calamitous situ¬ 
ation like against Wolves. 


Brighton pull 
out of deal 
for Dwamena 

BRIGHTON have pulled 
out of the transfer 
of FC Zurich striker 
Raphael Dwamena after 
the player failed a club 
medical. 

The Seagulls had 
previously agreed terms 
with both Dwamena and 
the Swiss club over the 
potential deal for the 
21-year-old, which would 
have been subject to a 
work permit. 

Dwamena, who was 
reported to be set to cost 
around £8 million, was 
ready to join the Premier 
League club on Monday 
evening after just seven 
months at Stadion 
Letzigrund following 
his transfer from Red 
Bull Salzburg in January. 

A statement from 
Brighton at the time said: 
“Brighton & Hove Albion 
can confirm that the club 
has reached agreement 
with FC Zurich for the 
permanent transfer of 
Ghanaian international, 
Raphael Dwamena, 
subject to work permit 
and international 
clearance. 

“The 21-year-old striker 
has also agreed personal 
terms with the club 
and is now awaiting 
clearance to travel to the 
UK for his medical.” 

However, manager 
Chris Hughton has 
decided to pull the plug 
on the deal, although 
there has been no 
explanation for the 
decision, other than a 
statement which read: 
“Brighton & Hove 
Albion have withdrawn 
from the potential 
transfer of Raphael 
Dwamena, after the 
player failed the club’s 
medical. 

“The club would like 
to wish Raphael the very 
best for the future, as he 
returns to FC Zurich.” 



Steam in 
the Cotswolds 



England’s loveliest countryside 
3 days from £199.00,29 September 2017 & 
18 May 2018 

Combine the Golden Age of Steam with a tour of the gently 
rolling hills and stone villages of the Cotswolds. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• Journey on the Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway from 
Toddington to Cheltenham 

• Visits to Bourton-on-the-Water and Chipping Campden 

• Scenic drive through the Cotswolds 

• Two nights half-board hotel accommodation in the West 
Midlands area 

• Coach travel from the local area 

• Escorted by a friendly tour manager 


Reader Offer 



Newmarket 

Holidays 



Call 0330 160 7751 


QUOTE 

NCS 


Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsll492 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 



















6 Saturday, August 26, 2017 


SPORTS PINK 


'How Bond 
changed my 
life' - Howe 

EDDIE Howe has thanked former 
Cherries boss Kevin Bond for the 
decision that “changed my life”. 

Howe this week went face to face 
with ex-Saints defender Bond, the 
man who gave him his first job in 
coaching. 

Bond, in charge at Dean Court 
between 2006 and 2008, is now 
assisting Harry Redknapp at 
Birmingham, who were Cherries’ 
opponents in the second round of 
the Carabao Cup. 

Speaking ahead of the clash at St 
Andrews, which Cherries won 2-1, 
Howe said: “Kevin gave me my first 
coaching opportunity so I will 
forever be in his debt for that. 

“When you reflect back, that 
decision and show of faith he gave 
me certainly changed my life. 

“Upon my retirement, he could 
easily have said ‘thanks very much’. 

“He owed me nothing. I was 
coming to the end of my career and 
knew my injuries were going to stop 
me from playing. 

“It was a shame I couldn’t play for 
him more. I played a few games but I 
was clinging on for dear life at that 
stage. 

“He saw something in me and gave 
me a chance to learn the game from 
someone I respected in Rob 
Newman. 



Eddie Howe. 


“At that stage, I was very 
inexperienced and was just trying to 
form my basic coaching knowledge 
to build an idea of what I would and 
wouldn’t do. 

“A lot of that is formed by Kevin 
and I can’t thank him enough for all 
those experiences.” 

Redknapp, who signed Howe as a 
player while at Portsmouth in 2002, 
had 464 games in charge of Cherries 
between 1983 to 1992. 

Following Cherries’ promotion to 
the Premier League in 2015, he 
claimed Howe “deserves to be the 
Lord Mayor” of Bournemouth. 

Asked what it was like to receive 
those comments, Howe replied: “To 
get praise from who I consider one 
of the greatest managers of his 
generation was incredible. 

“Harry has always been a huge 
supporter of me. 

“Maybe not in day-to-day contact 
but you need people as friends in 
football who will support you during 
different moments of your career 
and he has always been one of those 
who has done that for me. 

“I am amazed by his passion, his 
enthusiasm and the fact he can’t 
stay away speaks volumes for his 
love for football. 

“He has chucked himself right into 
the furnace again and he has that 
ability to manage and inspire 
people.” 


CHERRIES 



Pep baffled by 


MANCHESTER City boss Pep 
Guardiola has called for an expla¬ 
nation for the red card shown to 
Raheem Sterling after he hit an 
injury-time winner at Bourne¬ 
mouth. 

The England winger saw his 
last-gasp effort deflect in off ex- 
Saint Andrew Surman to seal 
a dramatic 2-1 win for City in a 
finish captain Vincent Kompany 
described as “absolute madness”. 

Sterling’s joy was relatively 
short-lived as referee Mike Dean 
showed him a second yellow card 
for celebrating with the jubilant 
away fans. 

Guardiola looked like being 
frustrated for the second time in 
a week following Monday’s draw 
at home to Everton - a game in 
which Kyle Walker was also sent 
off in controversial fashion. 

But after seeing Charlie Daniels 
give Bournemouth the lead with 
a stunning strike, Gabriel Jesus 
levelled before Sterling provided 
the late drama. 

Guardiola, however, was left 
perplexed at Dean’s decision to 
dismiss the winger, who also 
grabbed the late leveller against 
the Toffees. 

Asked if he knew why Sterling 
had been sent off, the former Bar¬ 
celona boss replied: “It is a good 
question. 

“I would like someone to com¬ 
ment, if you cannot celebrate 
with the fans the best solution is 
not to invite the fans. You can im¬ 
agine how happy he is, how happy 
the fans are. 

“We won, If we had not won or 
lost I would not have made the ar¬ 
gument but I would like someone 
to tell me that. 

“Teams who always have 65-70 
per cent possession always have 
the player sent off, perhaps some¬ 
one can explain that to me one 
day.” 

Guardiola also felt Bourne¬ 
mouth defender Nathan Ake 
should have seen red in the first 
half - but the Holland defender 
was only booked for a trip on Je¬ 
sus. 

“I would like them to explain 
about that as well,” he said. 

“They told me it was not a clear 
action but he was the last man on 
the pitch.” 

Daniels produced a ferocious 
strike off the crossbar from a 
narrow angle, but Jesus stabbed 
home from David Silva’s wonder¬ 
ful through-ball to equalise. 

And after City grabbed the win¬ 
ner amid a frenetic finale, Kompa¬ 
ny said: “It is absolute madness. 

“I watched (Daniels’ goal) back 
at half-time and said ‘if we are 
going to concede goals like this, 
then just focus on scoring’ be¬ 
cause it was just an unbelievable 
goal, from an angle as well that I 
thought was impossible. 



iWrr 




MAIN PICTURE: AFC Bournemouth's Charlie Daniels celebrates netting the opening goal 
TOP RIGHT: AFC Bournemouth's Jermain Defoe (left) and Manchester City's Bernado Silva 
battle for the ball 


“It goes to show that no mat¬ 
ter how much you dominate the 
game, anything can happen at 
any time. What a strength of 
character to hang in there and 
finish it like we did.” 

Bournemouth remain without 
a point from their opening three 
league games despite a strong 


showing here. 

Eddie Howe reverted to a back 
three in an attempt to hold off 
City’s array of attacking talent - 
and they came so close to doing 
so. 

In the end, however, it was an¬ 
other day to forget for the Cher¬ 
ries boss, who nevertheless 


praised the display of his side. 

“Really pleased with the players 
today,” he said. “A really dogged 
performance, disciplined and 
with a lot of heart. 

“We had our chances to win the 
game so it is hugely frustrating.” 

Bournemouth’s players and 
supporters were unhappy at full- 
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CRUEL: Manchester City's Raheem Sterling nets the winner 


time as Sterling’s strike came 
seven minutes into stoppage time 
despite only five being signalled. 

Howe was more upset about 
what he considered a soft free- 
kick awarded against substitute 
Lys Mousset. He also had a touch- 
line altercation with Guardiola 
as City did not return the ball to 


Bournemouth after they kicked 
it out of play for Benik Afobe to 
receive treatment. 

“We were disappointed that we 
didn’t get the ball back into our 
goalkeeper’s hands or feet from a 
throw-in,” he explained. 

“The players came off the pitch 
giving everything, the players are 


disappointed and that was much 
more like Bournemouth. 

“We have been given some 
harsh lessons by (City) previous¬ 
ly, they were good experiences for 
us to go through. 

“The first season in the Pre¬ 
mier League was an eye-opener 
and that was the closest wee have 


been to them.” 

Howe also said he was not keen 
to see players dismissed in the 
manner of Sterling’s sending-off. 

“My emotions were the polar 
opposite to his so it is difficult to 
see how he is feeling, but no-one 
wants to see red cards in mo¬ 
ments like that,” he said. 


Cook in line 
to play for 
England on 
'home' soil 


Thirteen of the men who claimed 
Under-20 World Cup final victory 
over Venezuela have been included 
in the latest England Under-21’s 
squad. 

Freddie Woodman, Fikayo Tomori, 
Kyle Walker-Peters, Jonjoe Kenny, 
Cherries midfielder Lewis Cook, 
Dominic Calvert-Lewin, Josh 
Onomah, Dominic Solanke, Ademola 
Lookman and Kieran Dowell, who all 
started in the final in South Korea, 
are among those who have been 
elevated by manager Aidy 
Booth royd. 

Boothroyd will also be able to rely 
once again upon several of the 
players who helped their country 
reach the semi-finals at the 
European Under-21 Championships 
in Poland this summer with Tammy 
Abraham, Ben Chilwell, Demarai 
Gray and Mason Holgate also 
included. 

England face Holland in 
Doetinchem on Friday, September 1 
and Latvia at Bournemouth’s Vitality 
Stadium four days later as they open 
their latest qualification campaign. 

They will do so with the likes of 
Jordan Pickford, Nathaniel 
Chalobah, James Ward-Prowse and 
Nathan Redmond no longer eligible. 



Lewis Cook 


Newcastle’s Woodman saved a 
penalty in the Under-20 final, which 
England won courtesy of Calvert- 
Lewin’s lone strike. 

No Saints players are in the latest 
Under-11 squad. 

The four who travelled to the 
summer’s European Championships 
-Ward-Prowse, Redmond, Jack 
Stephens and Matt Targett - are now 
all over-age. 

Under-21 squad 

Angus Gunn (Man City, on loan at Nor¬ 
wich), Freddie Woodman (Newcastle), 
Dean Henderson (Man Utd, on loan at 
Shrewsbury), Trent Alexander-Arnold 
(Liverpool), Jonjoe Kenny (Everton), Dael 
Fry (Middlesbrough), Mason Holgate 
(Everton), Fikayo Tomori (Chelsea), Joe 
Gomez (Liverpool), Joe Worrall (Nottm 
Forest), Kyle Walker-Peters (Tottenham), 
Ben Chilwell (Leicester), Lewis Cook 
(Bournemouth), Josh Onomah (Tot¬ 
tenham, on loan at Aston Villa), Tom 
Davies (Everton), Kieran Dowell (Ever¬ 
ton, on loan at Nottm Forest), Ruben 
Loftus-Cheek (Chelsea, on loan at Crys¬ 
tal Palace), Dominic Solanke (Liverpool), 
Demarai Gray (Leicester), Kasey Palmer 
(Chelsea, on loan at Huddersfield), 
Ademola Lookman (Everton), Tammy 
Abraham (Chelsea, on loan at Swansea), 
Dominic Calvert-Lewin (Everton), Ainsley 
Maitland-Niles (Arsenal). 
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Pulis and 
Hughes 
bury the 
hatchet 

TONY Pulis and Mark Hughes 
appear to have let bygones be 
bygones ahead of tomorrow’s 
Premier League clash between 
West Brom and Stoke at the The 
Hawthorns. 

Years of acrimony looks to have 
been put to bed after both told the 
same story in their pre-match press 
conferences this week of a 
handshake at a Premier League 
managers’ meeting. 

“Everything is fine,” insisted Pulis. 
“There’s no problem,” said Hughes. 

The hostility began in 2010 when 
Hughes refused to shake Pulis’ 
hand, when the pair were in charge 
of Fulham and Stoke respectively, 
because he felt a challenge on 
Mousa Dembele was too robust. 

Pulis then refused to shake 
Hughes’ hand in retaliation the next 
time they faced each other, before 
succeeding Hughes as Stoke boss 
three years later. 

Saido Berahino’s transfer from 
West Brom to Stoke fuelled the fire 
further earlier this year, with 



West Brom boss Tony Pulis 

conflicting reports over whether 
Stoke had been informed of the 
striker’s drugs ban. And this 
summer, Hughes managed to prise 
Darren Fletcher away from The 
Hawthorns. 

“I think the media and press would 
like to make it more than it is and I 
understand you have to do your job, 
but everything is fine,” said Pulis. 

Added to the mix is the fact that 
the two clubs are now nearest rivals 
from a geographical point of view. 

“That’s because we’ve lost the 
other clubs around us,” said Pulis. 
“Stoke and Leicester have become 
our local derby games.” 

On Fletcher making his first return 
to The Hawthorns following his 
move to Stoke, Pulis said of his 
former captain: “He should get a 
great reception because he’s been 
absolutely fantastic for this football 
club.” 

Jonny Evans remains an injury 
doubt for West Brom ahead of the 
match. Evans, a transfer target for 
Manchester City, has yet to feature 
this season because of a hamstring 
problem and he will continue to be 
assessed. Fellow centre-half Gareth 
McAuley (thigh) remains out and 
striker Hal Robson-Kanu is still 
suspended. 

James Morrison will also be 
checked on after making his return 
from injury at Accrington in 
midweek but the midfielder is 
expected to be in contention. New 
signing Oliver Burke could be 
among the substitutes. 


Koscielny ready to deliver a defensive boost 



Laurent Koscielny 


LAURENT Koscielny will start the 
long journey of putting his FA Cup 
final heartbreak behind him when he 
returns from suspension for Arsenal 
on Sunday. 

The France international defender 
has missed the opening two Premier 
League games of the campaign after 
being sent off in the final league fixture 
of last season against Everton. 

His dismissal against the Toffees also 
saw him ruled out of the FA Cup final 
victory over Chelsea - as Arsene 
Wenger’s side lifted the trophy for a 
record 13th time despite being 
depleted in defence. 

Koscielny has been overlooked 
throughout pre-season as Wenger 
needed to give game-time to those who 
were available for the games against 
Leicester and Stoke. 

But, after losing 1-0 against the latter 
last weekend, the Arsenal boss is keen 
to reintroduce his compatriot for 
Sunday’s trip to Liverpool. 

“We lost the game on Saturday 
because defensively we gave a cheap 


goal away, and it’s good to have him 
back,” he said. 

“It’s been very hard, because I didn’t 
even consider him for friendly games, 
you know, because I had to play some 
defenders. 

“I think what hurt him a lot was to 
miss the cup final. He had a reaction in 
the final game of the season against 
Everton that was unlucky. 

“He’s a very quiet guy and sometimes 
he can get rushed because he realises, 
he thinks always he has the speed and 
the pace to win the tackle; in this case 
he didn’t.” 

Koscielny’s timely return to a defence 
which has shipped four goals in two 
Premier League games will be 
overshadowed if Alexis Sanchez is also 
reintroduced into the Arsenal side at 
Anfield. 

The Chile forward has not featured 
this season due to a combination of 
illness and an abdominal injury. 

Reports continue to link Sanchez with 
a move away from the Emirates 
Stadium as he has less than a year to 


run on his contract and with Wenger 
admitting no progress has been made 
on the former Barcelona man signing a 
fresh deal. 

But Wenger has no qualms playing 
Sanchez despite the uncertainty over 
his future and believes his return can 
boost his team-mates. 

“We are disappointed by our result on 
Saturday but we are not down,” he said. 

“It is the first game we lost since the 
beginning of April and we feel we 
should have largely won this game. 

“Alexis, when he is in the squad, he 
can score a goal for you at that is 
always good for morale. 

“He wants to play. Alexis works for 
hard and is focused to play. I think what 
is good is our mutual interest is that he 
does well for us. 

“In a professional job I always think 
that you have to make sure with your 
commitment that the guy who pays you 
gets what he is paying you for. 

“Alexis is in that mode and I think he 
will be until the last day he is here, he 
will give his best.” 


Win at Spurs sends out 
right message - Conte 


ANTONIO Conte feels Chelsea 
have proved to themselves that 
they are ready to challenge for the 
title again. 

The champions’ season got off 
to a disastrous start when they 
were reduced to nine men in a 
shock 3-2 home defeat by Burnley 

But a side missing Gary Ca¬ 
hill and Cesc Fabregas through 
suspension, as well as injured 
playmaker Eden Hazard, went to 
Wembley last weekend and beat 
last term’s closest challengers 
Tottenham 2-1. 

“We sent a really good mes¬ 
sage,” said Blues boss Conte. “In 
an emergency situation we were 
able to win against a really strong 
team like Tottenham. 

“Don’t forget, last season, after 
13 wins in a row we lost at Totten¬ 
ham. This season we won. 

“When you play this type of 
team we must be very happy for 
the spirit, for the desire that we 
showed.” 

Fabregas returns against Ever¬ 
ton on Sunday but Cahill remains 
suspended, while Diego Costa’s 
situation is unchanged with 
the striker refusing to return to 
Stamford Bridge. 

Hazard played 75 minutes for 
Chelsea’s under-23s against Ever¬ 
ton on Friday following a frac¬ 
tured ankle but is not expected to 
be involved with the senior team 
this weekend. 

With new Everton signings 
Wayne Rooney and Gylfi Sigur- 
dsson already among the goals, 
Conte is expecting another tough 
test when Ronald Koeman’s side 
arrive in west London. 


Cesc Fabregas, right, returns against Everton on Sunday 

over Tottenham, to continue this 


“For sure Koeman has built a 
really strong team,” he added. 
“Also last season they had a 
strong team, and this season they 
improved a lot. 

“We must pay great attention on 
Sunday, because this type of game 
will be difficult for us. It is very 
important, after a really good win 


way. 

Conte is still looking to add to 
his squad but his two new sign¬ 
ings, Alvaro Morata and Tiemoue 
Bakayoko, were pivotal to the 
Spurs win. 

“Bakayoko is working with us 
for only ten days. To go into a dif¬ 


ferent style of football is not sim¬ 
ple. You have to understand the 
movement, when you attack the 
space, whether you stay to receive 
the ball, there are many situa¬ 
tions to understand. 

“Morata is improving a lot in 
physical condition and is also 
adapting to the football.” 
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AFC TOTTON 1 SLIMBRIDGE 2 


Reality check for 
sloppy Totton 


Wendy 

Gee 



AFC Totton’s 100 per cent start to 
the Evo-Stik South-West is over. 

After the high of Tuesday’s 5-0 
FA Cup win over Fleet, the Stags 
crashed back to earth with a slop¬ 
py 2-1 league defeat at home to 
Slimbridge. 

The Stags could do nothing 
right in the opening exchanges, 
sloppily over-hitting their passes 
with even goalkeeper Shane Mur¬ 
phy hitting needlessly into touch. 

But five minutes in Totton 
suddenly clicked into gear with 
Nathaniel Sherborne’s point- 
blank blast smartly turned over 
by Slimbridge keeper Oliver Hall 
after Craig Feeney had gone ma¬ 
rauding down the left. 

Charlie Gunson sent a shot just 
wide as the Stags tried to up their 
game but, for all their attacking 
verve, they were guilty of some 
half-hearted defending against a 
sharp-looking Swans side. 

And they paid the price for their 
sloppiness on 13 minutes when 
they fell behind in woeful fash¬ 
ion - Sam TURL left completely 
unmarked to head home from Joe 
Stokes’s left-wing corner. 

Six minutes later Totton sleep¬ 
walked their way into a 2-0 deficit 
as, once again, they were found 
wanting in the air from another 
corner, allowing Swans skipper 
Alex HOYLE to cash in. 

Many inside the ground were 
convinced Totton should have 
had a penalty on 24 minutes when 
goal scorer Hoyle brought down 
Feeney on the right of the area. 

The defender was booked, but 
referee Colin Hubbard awarded 
a free-kick just outside and Jack 
Master ton’s delivery came to 
nothing. 

Masterton then delivered again 
from a corner, but the ball looped 
over off Callum Chugg. 

With frustration growing on the 
Stags bench, eyes looked to the 
heavens as Sherborne sent a shot 
into orbit from Curtis Young’s as¬ 
sist. 

Slimbridge were toying with 
Totton’s defence at times and, 
with Turl and Marley Thomas 
given the freedom of the area, the 
latter slid a shot just wide. 

Totton replied with a deep Povy 
Adekunle cross, hacked away by 
defender Adam Mace and then 



Nathaniel Sherborne, right, went close for Totton 



ON TARGET: Totton's Stuart Mott 


Keeney and Sherborne were 
unlucky not to make more of 
Young’s low cross from the right. 

The Stags finally pulled one 
back in the sixth minute of stop¬ 
page time after Mace had been 
booked for catching Young. 

Gunson delivered the free-kick 
into the six-yard box where de¬ 
fender Stuart MOTT stretched 
out a leg to prod the ball home for 


2 - 1 . 

With some half-time home 
truths no doubt ringing in their 
ears, Totton made a lively start to 
the second-half with Young soon 
cutting inside and shooting wide. 

Just to make sure the message 
hit home, the Stags brought on 
experienced assistant boss Adam 
Wilde in place of young Master- 
ton at left-back. 

Suddenly it was all Totton and 
it took an outstanding save from 
Hall to turn Feeney’s first-time 
shot behind at his near-post after 
Sherborne had spread the ball 
wide. 

The Stags then had the ball in 
the net after Sam Roberts had 
sent a booming header into the 
six-yard box, but Mott was penal¬ 
ised for a foul on the keeper. 

On 65 minutes Totton centre- 
back Chugg went down inside the 
Slimbridge box during the wait 
for a throw-in but, after lengthy 
consultation with both linesmen, 
ref Hubbard let play resume. 


By now Totton had sent on a sec¬ 
ond sub, replacing Pip Nolan with 
Alfy Whittingham. 

And on 69 minutes they had 
a second goal disallowed with 
Feeney ruled offside as he headed 
in another Roberts’ assist. 

Shortly after introducing their 
third sub, Nimes Pina for Sher¬ 
borne, Totton’s task become even 
tougher when Gunson was sent- 
off for bringing down sub Max 
Harper-Emerson in full-flight, 
earning him a second yellow card. 

But ten-man Totton pushed on 
regardless with Adekunle denied 
by a goal-line clearance. 

There were bookings galore in 
a frantic finale and a huge cheer 
went-up in the 238 crowd when 
Slimbridge’s feisty sub Harrison 
Reeves belatedly got a second yel¬ 
low in stoppage time to leave 10 v 
10. 

But it was Slimbridge who posed 
the last threat with Wilde putting 
in a great last-ditch tackle to stop 
Harper-Emerson on the break. 


Koeman 
vows to 
make 
amends 

RONALD Koeman has promised 
there will no repeat of last year’s 
Stamford Bridge horror show when 
he takes his new-look Everton back 
to Chelsea on Sunday. 

Last November the Toffees were 
hammered 5-0 in the capital by a 
rampant Blues side in the midst of a 
streak of 13 successive Premier 
League victories that would 
underpin their title-winning 
campaign. 

Only two of the XI that Koeman 
started with that day, Ashley 
Williams and Phil Jagielka, are likely 
to be retained nine months on and 
Everton’s progress since was seen 
in the credible draw they recorded 
at Manchester City on Monday. 

They may also have been imbued 
with belief that they can triumph in 
west London having seen Burnley 
pull off a shock victory over the 
below-par champions on the 
opening weekend of the season. 

Chelsea’s response in beating 
Tottenham at Wembley last week 



Ronald Koeman 


proved to Koeman that the 
confidence has not been drained 
out of Antonio Conte’s squad, 
though the Dutchman is confident 
his team will produce a better 
showing than they did during their 
trip last year. 

“They’re still the champions,” 
Koeman warned. 

“They showed that ambition and 
hunger in the last game against 
Tottenham. They’re difficult to beat 
and they play with a high, winning 
mentality. 

“We need to do better than last 
year because it was too easy for 
them. We will be stronger this time.” 

In the 12 games they played 
against the teams that finished 
above them last season, Koeman’s 
team won just two, against Arsenal 
and Manchester City at home. 

The hope is that a big recruitment 
drive at Goodison Park this summer 
has seen the gap close and an 
indication on how much is likely to 
be provided as soon as mid- 
September. 

Their trips to City and Chelsea are 
followed by Tottenham’s visit to 
Merseyside and then a date with 
Manchester United at Old Trafford. 

“It’s too quick, too early, we need 
to wait to make conclusions,” 
Koeman said. 

“We’ve got a tough start in the 
Premier League, it was a good point 
against City and we hope for a good 
result this Sunday.” 
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New Blues 
role for Carl 

CARL Mutch has been 
appointed new assistant 
manager of Sydenhams 
Premier Division 
champions Portland 
United. 

Mutch fills the vacancy 
left by Mark Carter, who 
departed the Blues just 
one week before the season 
began to join divisional 
rivals Hamworthy. 

Having taken up a 
coaching role throughout 
the early stages of the 
season, Mutch remains 
available to play should 
manager Simon Browne 
require his services. 

Browne feels Mutch’s 
new position will provide 
the Dorset club with 
“continuity”. 

“Carl’s been at the club 
for a long time. He’s done 
some coaching and done 
the role on a part-time 
basis. Obviously there was 
an opportunity there,” said 



Carl Mutch 


the boss. 

“Carl’s a Portland boy 
and expressed an interest 
in coming on board. It’s a 
bit of continuity there. He 
knows the club inside out 
and he’s built up a rapport 
with the players. 

“There’s a slightly 
different emphasis now 
and it’s more about what 
he does on the coaching 
side of things.” 

Browne had been 
disappointed with the 
timing of Carter’s decision 
to quit. 

He said at the time: 
“There’s no getting away 
from it. Mark leaving a 
week before the season was 
not ideal and I said that to 
him. 

“But we have been in 
touch since, there’s no 
drama.” 

“With the greatest 
of respect to Mark, the 
assistant manager has 
left. It doesn’t make any 
difference to the players 
out there on the pitch.” 



From left - Ryan (Brockenhurst under-9s), Ian Allen (chairman), Pete Sexton (Meadens), Jack Sexton(Meadens), Matt Burt (club captain), Pat McManus 
(manager), Ollie (Brockenhurst under-7s). 


BROCKENHURST’S Grigg Lane home has 
undergone a change of identity. 

It is now known as the Meadens Skoda Are¬ 
na following a major sponsorship deal with 
the locally-based car dealer. 

A new partnership has been agreed be¬ 
tween the Badgers and Meadens Skoda which 
will provide funding and support for the 
Sydenhams Premier Division club over the 


next four years. 

Meadens principal Tom Sexton said: 
“Meadens are delighted to be partnering with 
our local football club. 

“We enjoy football and this partnership will 
enable us to be more involved with the club 
and the community. 

“We wish Brockenhurst FC our best wishes 
for the coming season.” 


Meadens’ backing enables the club to carry 
out important ground and pitch maintenance 
work in the coming years. 

Brock chairman Ian Allan said: “Meadens 
Skoda already sponsor the Wessex Premier 
League team kit and we are delighted to be 
growing our relationship with them. 

“We look forward to a long and fruitful part¬ 
nership.” 


A chance to Shine 


W 



Andrew Huggins (centre) with members of the Eastleigh squad and Shine South. 



EASTLEIGH took their chance 
to Shine last Saturday - in more 
ways than one. 

Prior to a sparkling 2-0 National 
League win over Tranmere Rov¬ 
ers, there was a wonderful guard 
of honour from Shine South, one 
of the chosen charities the club 
support through their blossoming 
community programme. 

A bucket collection was held at 
the Silverlake on behalf of the 
charity which supports children 
and young adults with spina bi¬ 
fida and hydrocephalus and their 
parents. 

Several of the Shine youngsters 
got to meet the Eastleigh play¬ 
ers, including a very excited An¬ 
drew Huggins (pictured with the 
squad). 

Sharon King, EFC community 
officer, explained: “It was agreed 
this year to support a local char¬ 
ity of our choice and I met with 
this community group and want¬ 
ed them to engage with me as my 
charity. 

“Andrew had many tears of ex¬ 
citement, from meeting Paul Reid 
(the club’s Shine ambassador) 
and the players to sadness when 
the game finished, thinking he 
wouldn’t see the players again. 

“But, on the back of this lovely 
story, Andrew and a few of the 
other young adults are going to 
join in our Pan Disability foot¬ 


ball when the season commences 
again in September.” 

Eastleigh’s player/head scout 
Reid is honoured to be supporting 
Shine South as EFC ambassador. 

He said: “I don’t have personal 
experience of spina bifida, but I 
do have children of my own, so I 
have a huge empathy for anyone 
that is dealing with disabilities or 
illnesses. I can only imagine how 


the parents feel. 

“I feel a little bit helpless and I’d 
love to wave a magic wand and do 
more but, hopefully, the bits I can 
do make some small difference to 
the lives of families.” 

Earlier in the summer former 
Barnsley centre-back Reid, team¬ 
mates Michael Green and James 
Constable and ex-Spitfire Yemi 
Odubade painted the outside of a 


holiday lodge at Shine’s New Mil- 
ton base. 

A Shine South spokesman said: 
“We are all so excited to be work¬ 
ing with Eastleigh’s Paul Reid. 

“It is so important for people to 
understand the personal battle a 
member may be facing, so Paul 
will play an integral role getting 
to know the children and adults 
who belong to Shine South.” 
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Landslide losses take toll on Macey 



Jim Macey. 


THE weight of two landslide 
defeats has taken its toll on Jim 
Macey. 

The Petersfield Town boss 
quit Love Lane in the wake of 
humiliating 7-0 and 10-0 losses 
to Hamble Club and Blackfield 
& Langley respectively in the 
Sydenhams Premier Division. 

Former Whitchurch and 
Amesbury boss Macey had only 
been at the helm since May, 
taking over in the wake of Town’s 
dismal relegation from the 
Southern One Central. 

He oversaw a big overhaul 
of the playing staff during the 
summer and, just prior to the 
Hamble defeat, had led the Rams 
to a 4-1 success over Amesbury 
- Petersfield’s first league win 
since November last year. 

That, however, was to be his 
only league victory in charge and 
he left the club sitting fourth to 
bottom of the Wessex top flight. 

It’s a painful fall from grace for 
the Rams who, just three seasons 
ago, were crowned Sydenhams 
Premier champions just a year 
after claiming the Division One 


crown under Ian Saunders. 

Chairman Graeme Moir is 
backing the current crop of 
players to turn Petersfield’s ailing 
fortunes around. 

He said: “Both myself, the 
committee, our volunteers and 
our supporters all believe in the 
players. We know they are more 
than capable of holding their own 
at this level. 

“We have plenty of talent 
and we just need to believe in 
ourselves going forward. 

“Confidence will be hit by the 
recent heavy defeats and Jim 
Macey deciding to leave the club, 
but that is all in the past now. We 
can’t change history, we can only 
shape the future and that is where 
all of our focus now needs to be. 

“A couple of positive results and 
things will look very different in 
a few weeks. But, to get there, we 
now need to work hard to cut out 
the mistakes that are costing us 
goals and work on the aspects of 
our game which will bring the 
goals to get us the results we all 
crave. 

“What I saw in that Amesbury 


game and in pre-season against 
teams at the same level as us 
is we were competitive and we 
were playing some excellent and 
exciting styles of play. 

“In between that, though, 
something has not gone right for 
us and that form has disappeared. 
We need to look at how we 
rediscover that and work hard 
in between the matches so that 
we gain that extra edge which 
will get us moving in a positive 
direction again.” 

Shane Brayson, Tim Farmer 
and Mark Summerhill are 
sharing the managerial duties 
until a replacement is announced. 

The Rams put up a decent fight 
at Newport IW on Tuesday in the 
Hampshire FA Senior Cup, but 
lost 3-2. 

Luke Kendall struck twice for 
the Rams - one from the penalty 
spot - but Port progressed 
courtesy of Emerson Tattersall, 
Aidan Sainsbury and Scott 
Sampson. 

Port have been drawn away 
in the next round to AFC 
Bournemouth. 


Lovely bubbly for 
hat-trick hero Liam 


Wendy 

Gee 


BLACKFIELD & Langley’s Liam 
Robinson took home a well- 
earned bottle of bubbly after 
turning in a man-of-the-match 
performance against Petersfield 
Town last Saturday. 

The former Eastleigh and Shol- 
ing man weighed in with a hat- 
trick as the Watersiders trebled 
their Sydenhams Premier ‘goals 
for’ tally in one fell swoop with a 
merciless 10-0 slaying of Peters¬ 
field Town. 

Petersfield, already reeling 
from a 7-0 humbling by Hamble 
Club, endured another 90 minutes 
of misery as Robinson (3), Mike 
Turvey (2), Jamie White (2), sub 
James Guthrie (2) and an own 
goal made an already bleak week 
even darker for the Rams, whose 
manager Jim Macey subsequent¬ 
ly quit. 

Writing on the club’s Facebook 
page, Blackfield said: “A 10-0 win 
is not what anyone would expect 
at this level (but obviously if it 
is to happen, we’d rather not be 



Liam Robinson. 

on the receiving end!) and credit 
to Petersfield for not losing their 
heads and playing to the final 
whistle. 

“Credit also to our lads and 
bench for the respect shown to 
a side who can’t have enjoyed a 


double-figure thrashing. 

“Congratulations to Liam Rob¬ 
inson, man-of-the-match, after 
scoring a hat-trick #howesys- 
army.” 

Here’s how Blackfield’s deadly, 
double-figure display unfolded... 

4 mins: Ex-Saint Jamie White 
cuts inside and feeds LIAM ROB¬ 
INSON to find the far top corner 
for 1-0. 

6 mins: MIKE TURVEY charges 
down goalkeeper Jarid Hixon’s 
attempted clearance and rolls the 
ball home for 2-0. 

15 mins: A Petersfield move 
breaks down and the ball is 
crossed for ex-Saint JAMIE 
WHITE to beat Hixon and make it 
3-0 from close range. 

19 mins: The Rams again fail to 
clear the danger, inviting MIKE 
TURVEY to make it 4-0 with his 
second of the afternoon. 

22 mins: Petersfield defender 
CHRIS HARVEY blocks a low 
ball, but it spins past Hixon at his 
near post for an own goal. 5-0. 

38 mins: The Rams lose the ball 
in midfield and LIAM ROBINSON 
strokes home for 6-0. 

64 mins: Blackfield deliver from 
the right and it’s 7-0 as star man 
LIAM ROBINSON completes his 


hat-trick. 

83 mins: Petersfield are undone 
yet again from the right and, al¬ 
though Hixon saves the initial 
shot, sub JAMES GUTHRIE taps 
in for 8-0. 

89 mins: This time Blackfield 
attack down the left and JAMIE 
WHITE has time and space to fire 
home for 9-0. 

90 mins: Sub JAMES GUTHRIE 
rounds Hixon and makes it 10-0 af¬ 
ter a long ball splits Petersfield’s 
defence in two. 

• BLACKFIELD & Langley’s 
winning start to the Sydenhams 
Premier season continued on 
Tuesday with a 3-2 home result 
over Fareham Town. 

The Watersiders looked to be 
cruising when Jamie White’s 
penalty put them 3-2 up following 
first-half strikes from Sam Grif¬ 
fin and Connor Doe, but Fareham 
set up a nerve-jangling finale with 
two late Simon Woods goals in the 
89th and 90th minutes. It was the 
first time Blackfield had conced¬ 
ed in the league this term. 

The win lifted Glenn Howes’ 
troops to second in the table with 
12 points out of 12, 18 goals for 
and two against. 



New role 
for Herring 

FORMER Eastleigh midfielder Ian 
Herring has taken joint caretaker 
charge of Hungerford Town. 

He and Jon Boardman, another 
of the club’s most experienced 
players, were asked to steady the 
ship following Bobby Wilkinson’s 
shock resignation in the wake of 
last Saturday’s 3-2 defeat at 
Welling in the National League 
South. 

Herring, 33, has been with the 
Crusaders for five years after 
earlier stints with Swindon, 
Salisbury City, Northwich Victoria 
and Eastleigh, among others. 

He originally joined the Spitfires 
on loan from Forest Green Rovers 
early in 2011 before becoming a 
permanent fixture under the 
management of Ian Baird. 

Herring went on loan to one of 
his previous clubs, Chippenham 
Town, almost a year later and 
departed Stoneham Lane in July 
2012 to sign for Hungerford. 

Like Poole Town, Hungerford 
are in their second season as 
VNLS club and finished sixth last 
term. 

But with the new season less 
than a month old, Wilkinson and 



Ian Herring 


his management team have left 
along with the club’s newly- 
appointed chairman and vice- 
chairman. 

The Crusaders have lost three 
of their opening five league 
fixtures. 

A club statement said: “It is the 
end of a very successful eight 
years and the Crusaders wish to 
thank Bobby Wilkinson and his 
team for their extraordinary 
endeavours and historical 
success. 

“It is fair to state that Bobby is 
one of the most exciting 
managers on the National League 
circuit and has outgrown the 
humble Crusaders eco system. 

“We wish him every success 
with his next venture.” 

Included on the Hungerford 
playing staff are former 
Winchester City attacking 
maestro Warren Bentley and 
ex-AFC Totton forward Stefan 
Brown. 

During seven years, Wilkinson 
had taken the club from close to 
the bottom of the Southern One 
South & West to the VNLS, but he 
said: “It’s time to move on. 

“I made up my mind a week ago. 
I didn’t want to go out on a losing 
streak, but it is what it is.” 
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Home (not 
so) sweet 
home... 


POOLE Town’s home form 
is giving manager Tom 
Killick cause for concern. 

The Dolphins stumbled 
to a 1-0 defeat against St 
Albans City last Saturday 
- the second time they have 
been beaten in three home 
fixtures at the Black Gold 
Stadium this term. 

And with just one point 
banked from a trio of 
home outings in National 
League South, Killick was 
surprised by his team’s 
level of performance on 
their own patch. 

“We have had three 
home games now and we 
are yet to really perform 
well, which is a worry,” he 
confided. 

“It’s something I 
wouldn’t have expected. 

“It’s not just the 
results, it has been the 
performances as well. 

“It’s not as if we have 
been creating chance after 
chance and things haven’t 



Poole's Tom Killick. 


quite gone our way. 

“In the three games we 
have played at home, all 
three have been quite poor 
performances.” 

St Albans won it on 
40 minutes when Rhys 
Murrell-Williamson netted 
his third goal in as many 
games for the division’s 
early pacemakers. It was 
the table-topping Saints’ 
fifth league victory on the 
spin. 

Killick, who led Poole to 
an inspired fifth place in 
their debut VNLS season, 
barely recognised his team 
from those heady days of 
last term. 

He said: “In the first half 
it looked like both sides 
were very lethargic and 
there didn’t seem to be a 
lot of desire on either side 
to win the game. That was 
the frustrating bit. 

“If we had been better in 
the first half, the game was 
there for the taking. 

“There seems to be a 
little bit of tension in 
our play and, certainly, 
Saturday lacked intensity. 

I was very frustrated 
with how flat we were, 
particularly in the first 
half.” 


Award for Andover groundsman 



Chris White 


ANDOVER Town’s ‘pitch 
perfect’ groundsman Chris 
White has been recognised in 
the FA Groundsman of the 
Year Awards for 2017. 

Originally nominated by the 
Sydenhams Wessex League, 
White’s work was subject to 
a rigid FA assessment just to 
reach the finals. 

So he and the club were 


delighted to see him finish 
third in the Step 5/6 
category of the football 
pyramid, judged against 
clubs from across the entire 
country. 

White was presented with 
the award at the St George’s 
Park Hilton Hotel. 

Thanking him for all his 
hard work at The Portway 


Stadium, an Andover Town 
statement said: “Well done 
Chris! 

“Everyone concerned and 
involved with the club would 
like to congratulate you on 
this tremendous achievement 
and pass on their sincere 
thanks for all the hard work 
to present The Portway in the 
superb condition it’s in.” 


'Our first priority 
is promotion' 

Esther HI LEEJt J 

Ixkson 



SALISBURY chairman Ian Ham¬ 
mond says promotion is the 
top priority this season after 
missing out in the Southern One 
South & West play-off final last 
year. 

Hammond, Whites’ chairman 
since June this year, said: “Hav¬ 
ing come so close to promotion, 
our first priority is to go one bet¬ 
ter this coming season. 

“We could not say that it is an 
expectation that we will end up as 
champions, though that is where 
the club’s ambitions lie. 

“But the first priority is to 
ensure that the new squad gels 
together and plays football the 
way the manager wants it played 
and that we ensure good results 
throughout the whole of the sea¬ 
son.” 

Reflecting on his first few 
months as chairman and director, 
the 71-year-old said: “It has been 
both challenging and rewarding. 

“I have not been surprised to 
discover that being involved in 
the running of a football club is 
not the same as managing a pure¬ 
ly commercial entity. 

“I believe the club is now in a 
more settled position than it had 
previously been. 

“The pitch and facilities at the 
Ray Mac are second to none at 
our level of non-League football,” 
he added. 

“We receive many compliments 
from visiting teams, including the 
League teams we were fortunate 
to play in friendlies in the pre¬ 
season period.” 

On the team’s future at the sta¬ 
dium, Hammond said Salisbury 
are happy at the Ray Mac and 
hope to remain there for the fore¬ 
seeable future. 

The club’s average home crowd 


Salisbury chairman Ian Hammond 

last season, over 34 games, was 
733, which included FA Cup and 
Trophy ties, but Hammond said: 
“It has to be remembered that, 
apart from Hereford, Salisbury 
attracted the largest home gates 
in the division and indeed at¬ 
tracts gates greater than many of 
the clubs in higher divisions. 

“Whilst we attracted a large 
crowd for the home game against 


Hereford, that was only one of 21 
league games and can certainly 
be made up if we can have a suc¬ 
cessful run in either the FA Cup 
or Trophy. 

“The majority of teams at this 
level, Salisbury excluded, do not 
take with them significant sup¬ 
port and thus away supporters 
at the Ray Mac are not great in 
number. 


“It is therefore the enthusiasm 
of local and regular supporters 
which generates the majority of 
the income,” he explained. 

“Clearly the better the club is 
doing, the more the support is 
likely to grow. 

“Salisbury is very fortunate 
that it has such a large and loyal 
support on which to base its fu¬ 
ture.” 
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Tom Bearwish, blue 


Dual registration for Bearwish 


YOUNG Eastleigh striker 
Tom Bearwish will continue 
his development on dual 
registration forms with 
Dorchester Town. 

The 17-year-old Spitfire 
was a regular presence in the 
Magpies’ squad during pre¬ 
season and went on as a 66th- 
minute substitute in Saturday’s 
2-0 Evo-Stik South Premier 


defeat against Kings Lynn. 

Dorchester were already two 
goals down when Bearwish 
entered the fray. 

He went as close as anyone 
to pulling a goal back when he 
headed over. 

Bearwish hails from Portland 
and came up through the Blues’ 
youth ranks before embarking 
on a scholarship with National 


League outfit Eastleigh. 

He signed a pro deal for 
the Spitfires earlier this year 
after a spell dual-signed with 
Portland United, champions of 
the Sydenhams Wessex League. 

Bearwish was one of 12 
Eastleigh players already 
under contract for 2017/18 
when the Spitfires released 
their retained list in May 


Jake: 'Wow, this club 
needs to be higher' 



Jake Wannell, left. 



SUMMER arrival Jake Wannell 
said speaking to manager Steve 
Claridge convinced him that 
Salisbury was the right place to 
be. 

The 23-year-old defender, signed 
from Weymouth, dropped a divi¬ 
sion to the Evo-Stik South West to 
sign for the Whites - even though 
he had offers from higher level 
club. 

But he is adamant that Salis¬ 
bury are moving in the right di¬ 
rection. 

“When I spoke to Steve he made 
me want to sign,” he said. “Eve¬ 
ryone wants to play in the highest 
league possible and I felt this club 
was going to be there soon. 

“I’m 23, so I want to be part of 
something to get to that place. 
Walking into the ground for the 
first time I thought ‘wow, this club 
needs to be playing a lot higher’. 
And, without a doubt, they have 
the structure to play a lot higher.’” 

Salisbury’s sizeable attend¬ 
ances are another attraction and 
Wannell feels Whites’ fans will 
play a big part in the club’s poten¬ 
tial success. 

“The fans are what help players 
on the pitch,” he said. 

“I don’t think they realise how 
much it does push us on with a 
healthy crowd behind us. Hope¬ 
fully we can repay them by en¬ 
tertaining them with some good 
football.” 

• STEVE Claridge rolled back 
the years in the FA Cup last Sat¬ 
urday, starting up front for Salis¬ 
bury in the FA Cup - against the 
club where it all began. 

The 51-year-old took a trip 
down memory lane as the Whites 
edged past Fareham Town 3-2 in 
the preliminary round. Born in 
Portsmouth and brought up in 
Titchfield, Whites boss Claridge 


started out his career playing for 
Fareham in the Southern League. 

Two first-half goals from George 
Coulson and Kane O’Keefe and a 
second-half strike from Danny 
Young secured Salisbury a safe 
passage through. 

Fareham called upon 47-year- 
old former Winchester City ‘keep¬ 


er Dave Hook to replace regular 
Nol Luke Douglas who was una¬ 
vailable. 

The veteran excelled himself 
with a string of superlative saves, 
including a first-half penalty stop 
to deny Tom Whelan. 

Salisbury now face a trip to 
newly-promoted Evo-Stik South 


Premier outfit Farnborough in 
the first qualifying round. 

“It could have been worse, could 
have been better,” said Claridge. 

“There are still a few lower- 
ranked sides left in that we could 
have got, but we are perfectly ca¬ 
pable of going up to Farnborough 
and getting a result.” 


Keeper hits 
a winner on 
his debut! 

IT’S not often a goalkeeper 
scores a winner - let alone on 
his league debut! 

But that’s exactly what 
happened to young AFC 
Bournemouth stopper Mark 
Travers last Saturday in 
Weymouth’s thrilling 3-2 Evo-Stik 
South Premier win at Bishop’s 
Stortford. 

Travers, who agreed a long-term 
loan deal with the Terras at the 
start of July, made a number of 
excellent saves in the game 
before settling it with a quite 
extraordinary free-kick from 
inside his own half on 77 minutes. 

The Republic of Ireland youth 
international, a member of 
Cherries’ under-21 set-up, smiled: 
“It’s my first ever goal and, with 
my debut for Weymouth, it’s a 
plus to get the winner. I didn’t 
think I’d be saying that at the start 
of the day! 

“I had a look up first time and 
saw the goalkeeper on about his 
18-yard box. 

“I had another think about it and 
said ‘right, I’ll give it a go’. I 



Mark Travers 


ended up hitting it quite well and 
it ended up going in, so I was 
pleased.” 

Weymouth assistant boss Paul 
Maitland marvelled: “It was a full 
75 yards. He meant it, without a 
doubt. 

“He shaped to play it in to Ben 
Thomson and, at the last minute, 
he’s seen the ’keeper off his line 
and lifted it over him. 

“You knew as soon as he hit it 
that the ’keeper was in trouble. 
He’s not got anywhere near it. 

“On top of that, Mark’s made a 
valuable contribution and made 
some superb saves. All in all he’s 
had a very good day and he’s 
never going to forget this no 
matter what he achieves in 
football. 

“The other side is that he’s been 
very assured and had a good 
relationship with the back three.” 

Travers has played under 
Weymouth manager Mark 
Molesley in Bournemouth’s youth 
set-up and said the chance to 
work with him was a big factor in 
his move. 

“With working with Mark at 
Bournemouth, it was an easy 
decision,” he stated. 

“He’s been great with me and I 
like his style of football as well.” 
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NON LEAGUE FIXTURES 

Monday, August 28 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 

AFC Fylde v Barrow (BT Sport, 7.45), 
Boreham Wood v Wrexham, Bromley v 
Sutton, Chester v Macclesfield, Dover v 
Ebbsfleet, Eastleigh v Aldershot Town, 
Gateshead v FC Halifax, Guiseley v 
Hartlepool, Maidenhead v Leyton Orient, 
Maidstone v Dagenham & Redbridge, 
Solihull Moors v Tranmere, Woking v 
Torquay. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTH 

Bognor Regis v Eastbourne Borough, 
Braintree v St Albans, Chippenham 
v Oxford City, Concord Rangers v 
Chelmsford, Dartford v East Thurrock, 
Gloucester v Bath City, Havant & 
Waterlooville v Whitehawk, Poole Town v 
Hungerford, Truro City v Weston-super- 
Mare, Wealdstone v Hemel Hempstead, 
Welling v Hampton & Richmond. 

EVO-STIK SOUTH 
Premier: Bishops Stortford v 
Biggleswade, Chesham v Kings Langley, 
Dorchester v Weymouth, Dunstable v 
Banbury, Farnborough v Slough, Frome v 
Tiverton, Gosport Borough v Basingstoke, 
Hereford v Merthyr Town, Hitchin v 
Royston, Kettering v St Neots, St Ives v 
King’s Lynn, Stratford v Redditch. 

West: Barnstaple v Bideford, Bishops 
Cleeve v Cinderford, Bristol MF v Larkhall, 
Didcot v Kidliington, Salisbury v AFC 
Totton, Slimbridge v Shortwood, Swindon 
Supermarine v Cirencester, Taunton 
v Paulton Rovers, Winchester City v 
Wimborne Town, Yate v Mangotsfield. 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Cowes Sports v 
Newport IW (12.00), Fareham Town v 
AFC Portchester (3.00), Team Solent v 
Bournemouth Poppies (7.45). 

NEW FOREST CARE HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Bush Hill v QK 
Southampton, Fleetlands v Infinity, Liphook 
v Liss, Paulsgrove v Clanfield, Stockbridge 
v Overton, Sway v Hedge End Rangers, 
Winchester Castle v Colden Common. 

Division One: Four Marks v Michelmersh 
& Timsbury, Headley Utd v AFC Petersfield, 
Lyndhurst v Netley Central, Upham v South 
Wonston Swifts. 

Tuesday, August 29 
EVO-STIK SOUTH 

West: Evesham v North Leigh. 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Andover v Amesbury, 
Baffins MR v Horndean, Bemerton HH 
v Shaftesbury, Blackfield & Langley 
v Bashley, Brockenhurst v Lymington 
Town, Petersfield v Alresford, Portland v 
Hamworthy Utd, Sholiing v Hamble Club. 

Division One: AFC Stoneham v Folland 
Sports, Downton v Laverstock & Ford, 
Hythe & Dibden v Fawley AFC, Romsey v 
Andover NS, Tadley Calleva v Whitchurch, 
Totton & Eling v Verwood, US Portsmouth v 
East Cowes Vies. 

Wednesday, August 30 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 

Division One: Christchurch v New 
Milton, Weymouth v Ringwood. 

Saturday, September 2 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 

Aldershot Town v Solihull Moors, 

Barrow v Boreham Wood, Dagenham 
& Redbridge v Gateshead, Ebbsfleet 
v Eastleigh, FC Halifax v AFC Fylde, 
Hartlepool v Maidstone, Leyton Orient v 
Guiseley, Macclesfield v Woking, Sutton v 
Maidenhead, Torquay v Chester, Tranmere 
Rovers v Dover (BT Sport, 5.30), Wrexham 
v Bromley. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTH 

Bath City v Welling, Chelmsford 
v Bognor Regis, East Thurrock v 
Wealdstone, Eastbourne Borough v 
Chippenham, Hampton & Richmond v 
Dartford, Hemel Hempstead v Truro, 
Hungerford v Concord Rangers, Oxford 
City v Braintree, St Albans v Gloucester, 
Weston-super-Mare v Havant & 
Waterlooville, Whitehawk v Poole Town. 

FA CUP 

First qualifying round (local 
ties): Gosport Borough v Bridgwater 
Town, Frome Town v AFC Totton, 

AFC Portchester v Dorchester Town, 
Farnborough v Salisbury, Odd Down v 
Weymouth, Binfield or Horndean v Bodmin 
Town, Paulton Rovers v Winchester City, 
Basingstoke Town v Hartley Wintney, 
Hamworthy Utd v Thatcham Town, 
Cinderford Town v Moneyfields, Andover 
Town v Cadbury Heath. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Alresford v Hamble 
Club, Bashley v Team Solent, Bemerton 
HH v Fareham Town, Bournemouth 
Poppies v Lymington Town, Brockenhurst 
v Newport IW, Cowes Sports v Amesbury, 
Portland v Petersfield, Shaftesbury v 
Baffins MR. 

Division One: AFC Stoneham v 
Downton, Alton v Totton & Eling, Andover 
NS v Hythe & Dibden, Folland Sports v 
Christchurch, Laverstock & Ford v Fawley 
AFC, Ringwood v US Portsmouth, Romsey 
v New Milton, Tadley Calleva v Weymouth, 
Whitchurch v Verwood. 

SOUTHAMPTON SENIOR CUP 
First round: Bush Hill v Hedge End 
Rangers. 

NEW FOREST CARE HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Colden Common v 
Clanfield, Fleetlands v Sway, Infinity v 
Stockbridge, Liss v Paulsgrove, Locks 
Heath v Liphook, Overton v Hayling Utd, 
QK Southampton v Winchester Castle. 

Division One: AFC Petersfield v Upham, 
Four Marks v Netley Central, Lyndhurst 
v South Wonston Swifts, Michelmersh & 
Timsbury v Headley Utd. 

Combination: Clanfield v Michelmersh & 
Timsbury, Hayling Utd v Bush Hill, Hedge 
End Rangers v Headley Utd, Liphook v QK 
Southampton, Paulsgrove v Fleetlands, 
Winchester Castle v Overton. 
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Painful end to Oli's FA Cup tie on 3G pitch 



ON Bailey. 


WINCHESTER City lost strik¬ 
er Oli Bailey to an ankle prob¬ 
lem in a physical FA Cup tie 
at Bracknell Town last week. 

And the big surprise for Cit¬ 
izens’ boss Craig Davis is that 
nippy right winger Rob Carr 
didn’t join him on the casu¬ 
alty list during the 4-0 win. 

Reflecting on a bruising 
afternoon on the Larges 
Lane 3G, Davis said: “Oli 
got smashed in a tackle but, 
thankfully, I don’t think his in¬ 
jury is too bad and hopefully 
we’re looking at days/weeks 
out rather than months. 

“Bracknell were quite phys¬ 
ical and how Rob Carr came 
out uninjured I’ll never know! 

“He’s so fast and he terror¬ 
ised their left-back (Rob Ger- 


rard) into a second booking 
when we were 2-0 up. 

“Rob had been mauled a few 
times with some over-zealous 
tackling and when the left- 
back got sent off, his replace¬ 
ment took over where he had 
left off! 

Teases 

“Rob teases people into it. 
He nicks the ball past them 
and then gets scythed down.” 

Carr, 24, had been on Wok¬ 
ing, Chertsey and Fleet 
Town’s books prior to joining 
Winchester over the summer. 

Scorer of City’s second 
at Bracknell, he regularly 
banged in 20-plus goals dur¬ 
ing each of his three seasons 
with Fleet. 


Last Saturday he showed 
his full repertoire of skills, 
running at the home defence 
and neatly cutting inside the 
bamboozled Gerrard before 
netting from range. 

• Former Winchester boss 
Ian Saunders joined his old 
club in Monday’s first quali¬ 
fying round draw. 

Now boss of Sydenhams 
Premier outfit AFC Portch¬ 
ester, Saunders oversaw a 3-1 
win over ten-man Amesbury 
Town at the Blanchard Wells 
Stadium last weekend. 

Nathan Kirby, Steve Ramsey 
and ex-Saints trainee Bobby 
Scott fired the Royals through 
to a tasty home tie against 
Evo-Stik South Premier outfit 
Dorchester Town. 


Familiar foes next in 
cup for Winchester 


Wendy 


Gee 

L 



Andy Jenkinson, left. 


WINCHESTER City have been 
pitched against familiar opposi¬ 
tion in the FA Cup first qualifying 
round. 

The Citizens’ reward for excel¬ 
ling on Bracknell Town’s 3G pitch 
is an away tie at Evo-Stik South 
West rivals Paulton Rovers next 
Saturday (September 2). 

While City were busy beating 
Bracknell 4-0 on their artificial 
surface, Paulton came safely 
through their preliminary round 
test 3-0 at reigning Sydenhams 
Premier champions Portland 
United. 

Although meeting a direct 
league rival in the Cup is not 
ideal, Winchester can go into the 
Paulton tie full of confidence af¬ 
ter making light of a potentially 
tricky task at Hellenic Premier 
promotion hopefuls Bracknell at 
Larges Lane. 

Despite losing striker Oli Bailey 
to a first-half ankle injury, City 
led 2-0 at the break through Andy 
Jenkinson and jet-heeled wide- 
man Rob Carr before Rob Flooks 
and Pat Cox doubled their tally 
after the hosts had been reduced 
to ten men. 

As the higher league club, some 
would say it was a match Win¬ 
chester ought to have won in any 
case, but manager Craig Davis 
said: “Let’s get it right, Bracknell 


are likely to get promoted this 
year and have assembled a very 
good side. 

“Add in the fact it was on the 3G 
that they are used to, many had 


us down to get beaten today from 
outside our club! Sorry to disap¬ 
point!” 

Winchester had prepared well, 
training on a 3G pitch before the 


game. Even so, it took them time 
to settle. 

“It took us a while to get used 
to the surface, but we’ve got good 
footballers, so the win didn’t sur¬ 
prise me,” said Davis. 

“Bracknell had a good go at us 
and we withstood that and then 
had to deal with the injury to Oli 
Bailey. 

“We brought on Simba Mlambo, 
another player who had a great 
pre-season and would have felt 
unfortunate to be on the bench. 

“Initially we were still not get¬ 
ting our game going, but then a 
tactical tweak really sparked us 
into life and, from there on in, we 
were always in control. 

“Our front four of Simba, 
Chalky (Ben White), Rob and Coxy 
created havoc. They all know each 
other’s games so well (from their 
Fleet Town days together). 

“Prycey (goalkeeper Ryan 
Pryce) made a couple of crucial 
saves on the few occasions he was 
called upon.” 

The win pocketed Winchester 
£1,925 from the FA Prize Fund 
and there is another £3,000 up for 
grabs in the next round. “It was 
important we got through - a lot 
from our level didn’t,” said Davis. 
“FA Cup money is crucial to all 
clubs.” 

Paulton progressed at Portland 
thanks to goals from Dale Evans, 
Sam Hillard and Jack Ball. 

Losing Portland boss Simon 
Browne reflected: “We didn’t play 
as well as we can do. The score¬ 
line flattered them a bit.” 
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Matt Burt 


Badgers boss unhappy after skipper sees red 


BROCKENHURST have had some 
good FA Cup days at Grigg Lane 
in recent years - but last Saturday 
wasn’t one of them. 

The sending-off of skipper Matt 
Burt took its toll as Brock lurched 
from 2-1 to 5-1 down against South¬ 
ern League new boys Hartley 
Wintney following a superb first- 
half performance. 

And while manager Pat Mc¬ 
Manus accepts his team could 
have dealt far better with going 
down to ten men, he was left with 
a burning sense of injustice that 
Burt - booked for handball and 
a dubious foul - saw two yellow 


cards while Hartley’s “immobile” 
centre-backs got off scot-free. 

He admitted: “I was disappoint¬ 
ed with the officials. 

“I spoke to the ref at half-time 
about the amount of our attacks 
that broke down because of fouls 
by their two central defenders 
who were quite immobile. 

“I counted nine fouls for one of 
their centre-halves, but there was 
never any danger of him getting 
two yellow cards, which he could 
easily have done. 

“That was a big issue for me. 

“I had no issue with the score¬ 
line, they dominated against ten 


men as the confidence from our 
side drained. 

“But I do have an issue with why 
we went down to ten men - and 
they didn’t - and how we reacted 
to going down to ten. 

“The average age of our side was 
21-and-a-half and this was a learn¬ 
ing curve for some of them about 
reacting in the face of adversity.” 

McManus at least got his sense 
of humour back the following day 
when he joked on Twitter: “Fair 
play to Matt Burt agreeing to re¬ 
pay the club £1925 lost revenue 
and his team-mates their win bo¬ 
nus after his red card...#skipper.” 


Clarifying that it had indeed 
been tongue in cheek, he said: 
“Don’t worry, Burty won’t be re¬ 
imbursing anyone! 

“But I told the lads before the 
game that these ties are often de¬ 
cided by players doing the wrong 
things at the wrong time and I 
said: Come quarter-to-five, don’t 
be that player!” 

Brockenhurst beat Alton 4-2 in 
the Hampshire FA Senior Cup on 
Tuesday. 

Jude Nwachukwu was the 
night’s quickfire hero, netting all 
four Badgers’ goals between the 
42nd and 58th minutes. 


Danny's loving 
life at Thatcham 


Wendy 

Gee 




Danny Robinson 


Tom's Rich 
pickings 

BOSS Tom Killick is hoping to 
get Poole frontman Richard 
Gillespie fit and firing in the 
coming weeks. 

The experienced striker recently 
received positive news from a 
knee scan and could play a part 
in Poole’s bank holiday fixtures 
this weekend. 

They included an away clash at 
Bath City on Saturday, before a 
home game on Monday against 
Hungerford Town. 

The former Bashley, Eastleigh 
and AFC Totton hotshot has been 
back in training this week and, 
providing he comes through the 
final weekend preparations 
unscathed, could feature. 

Asked about Gillespie’s 
progress, Killick said on Friday: 
“He had an injection which the 
doctor is confident will remedy 
the problem. 

“Psychologically, he now knows 
that we have had a clear 
diagnosis and hopefully a 
remedy. That will be a big boost 
for him. 

“He is one that the players 
would be very enthusiastic to 
welcome back. This knee problem 
had been plaguing him for quite a 
while. 

“If he can get back playing pain 
free, he is very well respected at 
this level. To have him back would 
certainly be some welcome good 
news. 

“He might be able to play some 
part in the games over the 
weekend but he is a little way 
from being match fit. With the 
background to him I think it’s 
important to be cautious, so we 
will see. 

“If he comes through training, 
he will potentially come into the 
squad at some point.” 



Richard Gillespie 


THATCHAM Town’s 2-0 FA Cup 
triumph at Alresford last Satur¬ 
day made it five straight wins 
without a goal conceded for Dan¬ 
ny Robinson’s on-song side. 

Goals by Shane Cooper-Clark 
and Joe Blount crowned a happy 
homecoming for Robinson at Ar- 
lebury Park where, alongside 
the experienced Tim Cole, he 
helped transform the Magpies 
from Wessex Premier also-rans to 
two-time league runners-up and 
Hampshire Senior/Sydenhams/ 
North Hants cup treble winners 
of 2012/13. 

Now in his third season in 
charge at Hellenic Premier outfit 
Thatcham, Robinson is master¬ 
minding a similar transforma¬ 
tion at his local club. 

The Kingfishers were 11th in 
the table when he took over and 
are now being touted as one of 
the favourites for promotion to 
the Southern League. 

Although Robinson is in sole 
charge this time round, he admits 
that he is learning heaps from his 
right-hand man, Romsey-based 
Andy Darnton, who is steeped in 
playing, coaching and managerial 
experience at Southern, Isthmian 
and Wessex level. 

“Darts is awesome,” said Robin¬ 
son. 

“I’ve known him for years. 
When I first started out, he was at 
Winchester with Leadsy (Robin¬ 
son’s cousin Andy Leader). 

“The way he carries himself 
and the way he is with the play¬ 
ers is great. I’ve learned so much 
working with him, Leadsy and 


Tim (Cole) over the years. 

“What Darts has done in foot¬ 
ball and the amount of games 
he’s played, I haven’t got that, so 
his experience is invaluable. 


“He wouldn’t make the journey 
to Thatcham from where he lives 
if he didn’t believe in what we’re 
doing here.” 

Robinson’s trusty backroom 


staff also includes ex-Bracknell 
boss Keith Pennicott-Bowen, who 
played with Leader at Woking¬ 
ham, and former Wessex hotshot 
Yashwa Romeo, who counts New¬ 
bury and Maidenhead among his 
former clubs. 

“I’m in my third season here 
and I love it,” smiled Robinson. 

“I live two seconds from That- 
cham’s ground and I want to 
get them back in the Southern 
League.” 

Reflecting on his return to Al¬ 
resford, Robinson said: “It was a 
win-win for me against a club I 
spent a lot of time at. 

“If they’d gone through, I 
wouldn’t have begrudged them, 
but Thatcham winning keeps my 
chairman happy! 

“I’d only been back to Alresford 
twice before - once to watch and 
once managing Winchester City 
in the North Hants Cup. 

“It felt strange going in the away 
changing room and it was nice to 
see some familiar faces I grew up 
with. 

“But player-wise, it’s completely 
different there now. Simon Ever¬ 
ett, Steve Hall and Dan Strange 
are still around and that’s pretty 
much it. 

“On the balance of play, I 
thought we deserved the win, but 
Luffers (Alresford boss Richard 
Luffman) will probably say differ¬ 
ent. 

“What Luffers and (chairman) 
Stuart Munro have done at Alres¬ 
ford is great. They’re a very good 
side and I’m sure they’ll do well.” 

Thatcham will visit another 
Wessex Premier side in the FA 
Cup next Saturday. 

Awaiting them are Hamworthy 
United, 4-1 conquerors of Ascot 
courtesy of Nathan Walker (2), 
Billy Walker and Mark Ford. 
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Magpies crash out to Wessex team again 


MATTY Holmes lamented a “really frustrating 
night” as Wimborne Town crashed out of the 
FA Cup to Wessex League opposition for the 
fifth time in six years. 

Magpies missed out on £1,925 in prize money 
after suffering a 2-1 defeat to Andover Town at 
Cuthbury. 

It also cost them the chance to host Western 
League Cadbury Heath and play for £3,000 in 
first qualifying round. 

Dan Cann had put Wimborne in front when he 
slotted home Toby Holmes’s cross, but after 
Matty Holmes. the break the tie swung in the visitors’ favour. 



Downhearted boss Holmes confessed: “It 
was really disappointing. 

“We asked the boys for a reaction defensively 
(after Saturday’s 3-3 draw at Andover) and we 
dominated the first half. I don’t think they had a 
shot on goal. 

“We went in 1-0 up and missed loads of 
chances. 

“In the second half we gave a penalty away 
but kept going and then Stef (Penny) got 
caught and their lad lobbed Gerard (Benfield), 
who did not have much to do all game other 
than pick the ball out of the net twice. 


“It was a really frustrating night. 

“We just couldn’t see them off.” 

• Joining Andover in the first qualifying 
round are Michael Birmingham’s Horndean 
who saw off Binfield 3-0 in Tuesday’s Five 
Heads Park replay. 

Mark Smith scored the first goal and made 
the second for Harry Jackson before Liam Kyle 
chested home from a corner. 

The Deans’ reward is a home tie against 
Bodmin Town of the South West Peninsula 
League next Saturday. 


'Up there with the 
best' says Burnett 




WHEN top gun Zach Glasspool 
pulled up in the warm-up before 
Tuesday’s FA Cup replay at Wim¬ 
borne, you could have forgiven 
Andover Town for thinking the 
gods were conspiring against 
them. 

But nothing could have been 
further from the truth as the 
Portway boys sprang one of the 
shocks of the preliminary round. 

Despite falling behind to a first- 
half goal by Wimborne’s Dan 
Cann, they gloriously cast off 
their Wessex ‘underdogs’ tag as 
a goals by Mike Gosney (penalty) 
and Jason Silver carried them 
through to the qualifying stages. 

Describing the performance 
as “up there” with his very best 
as a manager, Andover’s former 
Romsey Town boss Glenn Burnett 
said: “We lost Zach to a sore calf 
in the warm-up and had a couple 
of lads on holiday but, no excuses, 
I trust each and every one of my 
squad. 

“We had a young lad, Aaron 
Nesbeth, come in at right-back. 
He was with the Sparsholt Acad¬ 
emy and did a fantastic job for us. 

“Up front, Jason Silver stepped 
into the No9 shirt for Zach and 
scored our second goal.” 

Having been held 3-3 at the Port¬ 
way in a game he felt could have 
ended 7-7, Wimborne boss Matty 
Holmes had urged his Evo-Stik 
South West side side to tighten 
up defensively for the Cuthbury 
replay. 

It was so far, so good for the Mag¬ 
pies at half-time, but Burnett’s 
team talk did wonders for Ando¬ 
ver in the second 45 minutes. 

Former AFC Totton set-piece 
maestro Mike Gosney levelled the 


Glenn Burnett 

scores with a 49th-minute penalty 
awarded for a foul on Silver. 

And it was ex-Winchester City 
man Silver who won it ten min¬ 
utes later, bursting through and 
lobbing the on-rushing keeper for 
2 - 1 . 

It books Andover a home tie 
with Western Premier outfit Cad¬ 
bury Heath next Saturday (Sep¬ 
tember 2). 

“Looking at the first game, it 
was apparent Wimborne have two 
very good players in Luke Holmes 
and Toby Holmes who I’m sure 


could play beyond that level,” said 
Burnett. 

“We set out to nullify that a bit 
and we had a lot of belief within 
the squad that we could get a re¬ 
sult. 

“Even going a goal down, we 
don’t panic. We know what we can 
do. 

“We had a good, open conversa¬ 
tion at half-time and felt we had 
shown Wimborne a bit too much 
respect. 

“It was good to see the lads go 
back out and brilliantly imple¬ 


ment what we’d talked about. 

“From the outside, people must 
have expected us to go to Wim¬ 
borne and get dumped out of the 
Cup, but we believed we could go 
there and win. 

“There are some sides you play 
that you always seem to have a bit 
of luck against and I can’t remem¬ 
ber in all my time in football ever 
losing to Wimborne. 

“I’m really proud of that perfor¬ 
mance. Turning up and beating a 
Southern League club away from 
home puts it right up there.” 


'One of the 
ties of the 
round' 

HARTLEY Wintney will 
make the short trip to 
Basingstoke Town in a 
mouth-watering FA Cup 
first qualifying round tie 
next Saturday (September 
2 ). 

The north Hampshire 
derby is The Row’s 
reward for last week’s 5-1 
preliminary round victory 
at Brockenhurst. 

Hartley’s joint manager 
Daniel Brownlie smiled: 
“We’re really looking 
forward to this one. What a 
draw it is - incredible! 

“It’s got to be one of the 
ties of the round. 

“Basingstoke are a big 
club and are sure to be the 
favourites, but we won’t 
make it easy.” 

Terry Brown, whose 
Basingstoke side are 
a division higher than 
newly-promoted Hartley 
in the Evo-Stik South 
Premier, said: “You wanted 
a home tie and they are 
going well. I expect a tight 
game.” 

Hartley Wintney had to 
withstand a really strong 
first-half display by 
Brockenhurst to book their 



Sam Argent 


dream date at the Camrose. 

The Badgers’ Mitch 
Speechley-Price caused 
them all sorts of problems 
with his pace, but it was 
The Row who scored 
against the run of play on 
22 minutes. 

Brock skipper Matt Burt 
was booked for handball 
in the box and ex-Saint 
Sam Argent slotted in the 
penalty. 

The Badgers deservedly 
drew level, also from the 
spot, through Will Tickle. 

Hartley regained the lead 
on 50 minutes when Argent 
headed in a left-wing 
corner by former Sholing 
midfielder Dean Stow. 

Burt almost levelled 
from Tickle’s free-kick, but 
the game changed on 58 
minutes when the Brock 
skipper and centre-back 
was shown a second yellow 
for a foul on Paul Hodges. 

Liam Eagle powered a 
header off the underside 
of the crossbar to put 
Hartley 3-1 up and the 
visitors ran away with it 
against Brock’s ten men 
as Stow and sub James 
Tennant struck. 

















SPORTS PINK 


Saturday, August 26, 2017 17 


NON LEAGUE _ t 

Cherrett hails Priory's spirit after cup shock 


OLLIE Cherrett hailed the spirit of his 
Christchurch charges after they pulled 
off a shock 3-2 Hampshire Senior Cup 
victory over higher division Baffins 
Milton Rovers. 

Ollie King, a goalkeeper for the club’s 
development side, was forced to play 85 
minutes up front for the hosts at Hurn 
Bridge after Will Gage was forced off 


early with an ankle problem. 

Priory, a division below Wessex 
Premier outfit Baffins, were 2-0 down 
having conceded from two first-half 
corners but goals from Jack Satterley 
and Max Wilcock got them back on level 
terms before the break. 

And Satterley struck the winner in 
the second period, setting up a second- 


round tie at Fareham Town on Tuesday, 
September 19. 

Cherrett said: “My lads were absolutely 
superb. They don’t understand the words 
‘give up’. 

“They worked their socks off. I was so 
proud of every single one of them.” 

• Got a football story for us? Email 
wendy. gee@dailyecho .co.uk 


Ex-Cherry Curtis 
will bounce back 



AFC TOTTON boss Louis Lang- 
down is backing teenage winger 
Curtis Young to bounce back from 
the disappointment of being re¬ 
leased by AFC Bournemouth. 

The 18-year-old became a per¬ 
manent part of the Stags’ squad 
over the summer after making 
a huge impact on loan from the 
Cherries last season. 

He has started this season like a 
house on fire and was voted man- 
of-the-match on Tuesday as Tot- 
ton turned in an inspired display 
to crush Fleet Town 5-0 in an FA 
Cup preliminary round replay. 

Asked if he felt Bournemouth 
had made a mistake letting Young 
go, Langdown - the Cherries’ for¬ 
mer head of sports science - said: 
“It’s so difficult at that age. 

“Curtis is 18 and, in all honesty, 
he didn’t play that many under-18 
games for them and I don’t think 
he had done enough to cement a 
contract there. 

“Under-18 football - even un- 
der-21 football - is completely dif¬ 
ferent. For me, the tempo and the 
need to win is not quite there. It’s 
all about development. 

“When Curtis came to us last 
season, we needed to get results 
and maybe if Curtis had been 
playing under a bit more pressure 
at academy level, he would have 
stepped up. Who knows? 

“Playing in front of a crowd 
makes a big difference to players 
- it’s the same with the Wessex 
League lads stepping up. 

“In our league (the Evo-Stik 
South West) you never get an easy 
game and you can’t get away with 
having a poor one like you can 
when there’s hardly one anyone 
watching.” 

Ironically Young’s latest eye¬ 
catching performance had come 
just three days after he had strug¬ 
gled to impress in a 3-3 draw on a 
bobbly, sloping surface at Fleet. 


“I’m really pleased for Cur¬ 
tis. Some of the things he did on 
Tuesday were exceptional,” said 
Langdown. “He had three players 
around him at one stage and still 
came out with the ball. 

“He was as poor as I’ve seen him 
at Fleet and I took him off after 70 
minutes. It was not the Curtis we 
know. 

“But I told him to stay confident 
and go again and, lo and behold, 
three days later he really came up 


trumps.” 

It’s not just Young’s playing 
ability that impresses the Totton 
boss, it’s his sunny disposition 
too. 

“Curtis’s attitude is great. He 
never stops smiling,” he said. 

“As a Premier League club, 
Bournemouth can go out and buy 
players and it’s difficult for the 
home-grown boys. 

“But if anyone can prove the 
doubters wrong, it’s Curtis. 


“He had a trial at Bolton in the 
summer, which we kept quiet 
about, and got excellent feedback, 
but they didn’t take him in the 
end. 

“But this kid will create his own 
headlines in the future.” 

Totton’s reward for the Fleet 
win is a first qualifying round 
trip to Frome Town of the Evo- 
Stik South Premier. 



Curtis Young, left. Photo by Keith Fuller. 


Introducing 
Nathaniel... 


Watford midfielder 
Nathaniel Chalobah 
has been called into the 
England squad for World 
Cup qualifiers against 
Malta and Slovakia. 

Here, the Sports Pink 
takes a look at five things 
you may not know about 
the ex-Chelsea man. 

1 Chalobah, now 22, 
joined Chelsea at the age 
of 10 - but he had initially 
joined the academy system 
at their west London 
neighbours Fulham, as a 
nine-year-old. 

2 Chalobah played in the 
drama-packed 2013 play¬ 
off semi-final at Vicarage 
Road, on loan at Watford. 
Anthony Knockaert 
missed a penalty which 
would have taken Leicester 
to Wembley and saw 

the Hornets get there 
themselves with a counter¬ 
attack and goal seconds 
later from Troy Deeney. 

3 As well as Watford, 



4 . 

Nathaniel Chalobah 


Chelsea loaned Chalobah 
to Nottingham Forest, 
Middlesbrough, Burnley, 
Reading and Napoli. He 
spent the 2015/16 season 
in Serie A, but was 
restricted to just four sub 
appearances in the league. 
He described leaving the 
Blues after 12 years as “the 
hardest decision”. He only 
ever made one Premier 
League start for Chelsea. 

4 He made his 
international debut for 
England Under-16s in 
2008 and has gone on to 
represent his country 
at Under-17, Under-18, 
Under-19, Under-20 and 
Under-21 levels. 

5 Chalobah, who moved 
to London when he 

was seven, was born in 
Freetown and after the 
recent floods in Sierra 
Leone tweeted: “My 
thoughts and prayers go 
out to everyone affected by 
the flooding.” 
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Mayweather 
-a career in 
numbers 

Floyd Mayweather is expected to 
fight for the last time in his light- 
middleweight match-up with Conor 
McGregor this weekend. 

Here, the Sports Pink explores the 
numbers behind the career of one of 
the world’s finest fighters of all time. 

49 

The number of fights Mayweather 
has had during his 21-year 
professional career. 

49 

The number of victories he 
achieved in those 49 fights. 

26 

The number of those victories that 
came via knock-out, giving him a 
knock-out percentage of 53. The 
others came via points. 

26 

Number of world title fights in 
which Mayweather was involved. 

3 

The number of those 23 points 
decisions that were not unanimous. 
The 2007 defeat of Oscar De La 
Hoya was a split decision; that of 
Saul Alvarez in 2013 and the first 
over Marcos Maidana in 2014 were 
majority decisions. 


% 



Floyd Mayweather 


387 

Rounds boxed. 

5 

The number of different weight 
divisions in which Mayweather won a 
world title: super-featherweight, 
lightweight, light-welterweight, 
welterweight, and light- 
middleweight. 

1 

The number of times he has 
officially been knocked down in a 
fight. In a comfortable defeat of 
compatriot Carlos Hernandez in 
2001, Mayweather’s left hand 
touched the canvas as he 
complained it hurt. 

623,500,000 

The reported total revenue, in US 
dollars, generated by Mayweather’s 
2015 fight with Manny Pacquiao, 
which remains the richest in history 

606,100,000 

The reported projected revenue, in 
US dollars, for the August 26 fight 
with Conor McGregor at Las Vegas’ 
T-Mobile Arena. 

4,451 

The average price, in US dollars, of 
the 16,219 tickets sold to watch 
Mayweather-Pacquiao at Vegas’ 

MGM Grand Garden Arena. 


SAINTS 



25 top moments 


By Simon 

Carter 



IT’S been 25 years - a quarter of 
a century - since the first Premier 
League season kicked off. 

So here’s 25 of Saints’ top PL 
moments... 

Saints 2 Newcastle 1 

October 24, 1993 

The night Matt Le Tissier, re¬ 
called by Ian Branfoot after being 
left out for three games, produced 
two memorable finishes - includ¬ 
ing a 20-yard volley past Mike 
Hooper with just two minutes left 
after Andy Cole had equalised for 
Kevin Keegan’s visitors. 

Saints 4 Liverpool 2 

February 14, 1994 

Matt Le Tissier fired Saints in 
front after only 28 seconds of Alan 
Ball’s first home league game as 
manager. Craig Maskell added a 
second on eight minutes before Le 
Tissier struck again just before 
half-time. Saints, and Ball, were 
in dreamland when Le Tissier 
completed his treble in the second 
half from the penalty spot before 
the Reds hit back through Julian 
Dicks (penalty) and Ian Rush. 

Norwich 4 Saints 5 

April 9, 1994 

This remains the only time 
Saints have ever scored five goals 
away from home in the Premier 
League. 

An enthralling contest saw 
Alan Ball’s men trailing 3-1 after 
55 minutes, yet hitting back to 
draw level. Saints then went 4-3 
down before Matt Le Tissier com¬ 
pleted his hat-trick with a header. 
That set the scene for Ken Monk- 
ou to head a dramatic last minute 
decider - and Saints went on to 
avoid the drop by just one point. 

Saints 3 Newcastle 1 

March 22, 1995 

With four minutes remaining, 
Paul Kitson’s early lead appeared 
to be giving the visitors victory. 
But Neil Heaney’s leveller was fol¬ 
lowed by injury time goals from 
Gordon Watson and Neil Shipper- 
ley - two strikers Alan Ball had 
brought to the club a few weeks 
earlier for £lm plus fees. 

Saints 3 Man Utd 1 

April 13, 1996 

There were only four games left 
when champions-elect United ran 
out at the Dell to face Dave Mer- 
rington’s struggling Saints. 

Thankfully for the hosts, United 
were wearing their soon-to-be 
infamous grey shirts, and Saints 
stormed into a remarkable 3-0 





half-time lead through Ken Monk- 
ou, Neil Shipperley and Matt Le 
Tissier. It was Le Tissier’s first 
league goal from open play all 
season. 

Forced to change their shirts at 
half-time by a furious Alex Fergu¬ 
son, United could only manage a 
Ryan Giggs consolation. 

Saints 6 Man United 3 


October 26, 1996 
This was the first time in Alex 
Ferguson’s near 10-year tenure as 
United boss that one of his teams 
had shipped six goals. It would re¬ 
main just one of two occasions in 
his eventual 27-year career at Old 
Trafford. 

Saints were already ahead 
through an Eyal Berkovic strike 
by the time Roy Keane was sent 


off in the 21st minute. Matt Le 
Tissier added a second before a 
young David Beckham replied. 

Ostenstad made it 3-1 at half¬ 
time, but United refused to sur¬ 
render and David May kept them 
very much in the game. 

Berkovic and Ostenstad scored 
in the space of three minutes to 
make it 5-2 before Paul Scholes 
struck on 89 minutes. 
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from 25 years... 


There was still time left for 
Graeme Souness’ men to com¬ 
plete a sensational half-dozen 
haul - Ostenstad’s shot diverted 
into his own net by Gary Neville. 

Nottm Forest 1 Saints 3 

April 5, 1997 

Saints travelled to their fellow 
strugglers bottom of the Premier 


League, with just seven games left 
to try and save their skins. Jim 
Magilton fired them into an early 
lead but on a nervous afternoon 
the visitors had to wait until the 
85th minute before recent £750,000 
signing Mickey Evans opened his 
Saints account. Stuart Pearce con¬ 
verted an 89th minute spot kick to 
get the nerves jangling, but Evans 
instantly struck his second - and 


Saints ended up avoiding the drop 
by a single point. 

Wimbledon 0 Saints 2 

May 8, 1999 

The day Selhurst Park - home of 
Palace’s tenants Wimbledon - be¬ 
came Delhurst Park as thousands 
of Saints supporters travelled to 
south London. 


Victory was vital as Dave Jones’ 
men battled against relegation. 

It was still goalless when Matt 
Le Tissier was introduce as a 
69th minute sub. Within three 
minutes, Le Tiss had sent in a 
free kick from which James Be¬ 
attie headed Saints in front. Six 
minutes from time, Le Tissier’s 
inswinging corner was diverted 
into his own net by Robbie Earle. 

A crucial success in what be¬ 
came known as the Great Escape 
season. 

Saints 3 Liverpool 3 

August 26, 2000 

Three goals down with 16 min¬ 
utes left, it seemed as if Saints 
were heading for a heavy early- 
season home loss. 

Marian Pahars had other ideas, 
though. 

First, he headed in a Jo Tessem 
cross before sub Tahar El Khalej 
nodded in a second with five min¬ 
utes remaining. 

Then, in the second minute of 
injury time, Pahars sensationally 
levelled. 

Saints 3 Arsenal 2 

May 19, 2001 

An unforgettable end to Saints’ 
time at The Dell, as talisman Matt 
Le Tissier rifled in a last minute 
winner in the last league game at 
the stadium. Le Tissier had only 
been introduced as a late sub by 
boss Stuart Gray, in a game where 
Hassan Kachloul had twice can¬ 
celled out goals from Ashley Cole 
and Freddie Ljungberg. 

Chelsea 2 Saints 4 

January 1, 2002 

Trailing 2-1 at half-time against 
a Chelsea side who had only lost 
once at home in the league all 
season, Gordon Strachan’s lowly 
visitors produced an amazing sec¬ 
ond half show. 

Marian Pahars, Chris Marsden 
and James Beattie - with his sec¬ 
ond of the afternoon, after earlier 
giving Saints the lead - handed 
Saints what at one stage had 
looked an improbable victory. 

Saints 4 Fulham 2 

October 27, 2002 

Saints trailed 2-0 after 25 min¬ 
utes, but were level at half-time 
through a James Beattie brace, 
including a penalty. Eight min¬ 
utes into the second half, Beattie 
completed his treble with a head¬ 
er and Brett Ormerod completed 
a great recovery. Starting with 
this match, Beattie would score 14 
goals in as many Premier League 
games. 

Saints 3 Arsenal 2 

November 23, 2002 

Continued on page 20 



Main picture - Egil Ostenstad scores for Saints in the 6-3 drubbing of Manchester United. 
Left - a grey day for United at The Dell in April 1996. 

Above top right - Matt Le Tissier wheels away after scoring against Arsena in 2001. 
Above right - Le Tissier on target in Saints' 5-4 win at Norwich in 199. 


US Open by 
numbers 

The 2017 US Open starts on 
Monday. 

Here, the Sports Pink 
takes a statistical look at the 
tournament. 

137 

this will be the 137th 
edition of the tournament, 
which first took place in 1881. 

50,400,000 

the total prize money in US 
dollars for 2017, equivalent 
to £39.3million. It is the first 
time a tennis tournament 
has carried total prize money 
of more than 50m dollars. 

3,700,000 

the record prize money in 
dollars for both men’s and 
women’s singles champions, 
a 7.5% increase from 2016 
and equivalent to £2.9m. 

1887 

the year the first women’s 
singles matches were played 
at the tournament. 

1968 



Roger Federer 


he first time prize money 
was awarded as tennis 
entered the Open era. 
American amateur Arthur 
Ashe won the men’s singles 
title, with Britain’s Virginia 
Wade taking the women’s 
honours. 

23,200 

the capacity of the USTA 
Billie Jean King National 
Tennis Centre, the host 
venue for the tournament. 

75 

the women’s singles 
competition was won by 
right-handed players for 75 
successive years from 1908 to 
1982. There were 24 different 
winners in that sequence. 

5 

Most consecutive titles won 
by a men’s singles player in 
the Open era, an accolade 
which belongs to Roger 
Federer. 

52 

The age of Frank Parker 
when he played in the 1968 
Open, making him the oldest 
player to compete in the 
tournament. 
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US Open 
contenders 

Injury and uncertainty have been 
the themes of the build-up to the 
year’s final grand slam in New York. 

Neither of last year’s men’s 
finalists, Stan Wawrinka and Novak 
Djokovic, will be competing in the 
US Open while the women’s 
tournament remains very open in the 
absence of Serena Williams. 

Here, the Sports Pink picks out 10 
contenders for the singles titles. 

ROGER FEDERER 

What a year it has been for a man 
written off by many when he 
announced last July he was taking 
the rest of the season off to fully 
recuperate following knee surgery. 
Instead, he has taken his record 
total (for a man) of grand slam 
singles titles to 19 by winning the 
Australian Open and Wimbledon. 
Assuming a back problem that 
surfaced in Montreal earlier this 
month can be swiftly overcome, 
Federer is a warm favourite to win 
his first US Open title since 2008. 

RAFAEL NADAL 

It is seven years since Federer and 
Nadal shared all the slam titles 
between them but, with their biggest 
rivals all struggling physically, they 
are the two stand-out contenders. 
Nadal goes into the tournament 
back at world number one for the 
first time since 2014, although he is 



LONDON, ENGLAND - JULY 10: 


likely to come under swift pressure 
from Federer. Nadal won his second 
US Open crown in 2013 and has not 
landed a hard court title for more 
than three and a half years. 

ANDY MURRAY 

Nadal overtook Murray at the top 
of the rankings on Monday - and it 
remains to be seen whether the 2012 
US Open champion will even 
compete at Flushing Meadows. The 
Scot has endured a miserable 
season and has not played since 
limping through his Wimbledon 
campaign with a hip injury, although 
he has been hitting in New York. If 
fit, there is no doubt Murray can win, 
although this has been his weakest 
grand slam since that breakthrough 
victory five years ago. 

ALEXANDER ZVEREV 

Men’s tennis has waited a long 
time for its next young superstar but 
surely has it in 20-year-old Zverev. 
Already a two-time Masters 
champion and with wins over 
Federer and Djokovic under his belt, 
what the German has not yet 
achieved is a big breakthrough at 
grand slam level. He is ambitious, 
confident and impatient, saying after 
his loss to Milos Raonic in the fourth 
round at Wimbledon: “I’m so tired of 
learning.” 


SAINTS _ i 

Most memorable 



from page 19 

Saints trailed to a Dennis Berg- 
kamp strike prior to James Beat- 
tie levelling in first half injury 
time. 

The same player put Saints in 
front just before the hour mark 
from the penalty spot, after Sol 
Campbell had been sent off for a 
foul. 

Agustin Delgado scored what 
would prove to be his only league 
goal for Saints, before Robert 
Pires gave the ten men hope. 

The Gunners would go on to lose 
just three of their remaining 23 
league games that season, while 
the following campaign - 2003/04 

- they would go down in history 
as the Premier League’s first ever 
Tnvincibles’. 

Tottenham 1 Saints 3 

September 20, 2003 

How Saints fans loved this win, 
as it came against a Tottenham 
side managed by the man who 
had walked out on their club two 
years earlier, Glenn Hoddle. 

James Beattie grabbed a first- 
half brace - his second a superb 
curling free-kick - and strike part¬ 
ner Kevin Phillips added a third 
in the second half before Freder¬ 
ick Kanoute replied. 

It was the final straw for the Tot¬ 
tenham board, who sacked Hod¬ 
dle the following day. 

Saints 3 Pompey 0 

December 31, 2003 

Saints stormed to victory in the 
first ever Premier League derby 
between the clubs - and the first 
league derby since 1988. 

Jason Dodd struck direct from a 
corner on 34 minutes before sec¬ 
ond-half goals from Marian Pa- 
hars - with a superb curling shot 
from the edge of the area - and 
James Beattie sealed a deserved 
win. 

The victory followed Saints’ 2-0 
Carling Cup win earlier in the 
month and left Harry Redknapp’s 
Portsmouth stuck in the relega¬ 
tion zone. 

As for Gordon Strachan’s 
Saints, they leapt up into fourth 
place. 

It would be a few years be¬ 
fore the club scaled such heady 
heights again. 

Saints 4 Norwich 3 

April 30, 2005 

Henri Camara’s dramatic late 
winner lifted Saints out of the 
Premier League’s relegation zone 

- and there were only two matches 
remaining in the 2004/05 season. 

David Bentley put relegation 
rivals Norwich ahead early on, 
volleying in at the far post before 
Matt Oakley equalised with a low 
drive. 

Saints took the lead as Peter 


Crouch steered home Rory De¬ 
lap’s cross, only for a Danny Hig¬ 
ginbotham own-goal to wipe out 
their advantage. 

Graeme Le Saux’s volley put 
Saints ahead again before Leon 
McKenzie levelled with a flicked 
shot. 

Three minutes from time, loan 
striker Camara rifled a winner 
that raised hopes Harry Red- 


knapp would oversee a success¬ 
ful relegation battle and extend 
Saints’ top flight life into a 28th 
year. 

Sadly, they were false hopes. 

Saints 3 Man City 1 

February 9, 2013 
Mauricio Pochettino’s first win 
as Saints manager was the club’s 


first of the league season against 
a club in the top half of the top 
flight table. 

It was only Saints’ fourth home 
league win of their first season 
back in the Premier League, and 
only defending champions City’s 
third league loss of 2012/13. 

Jason Puncheon and Steven 
Davis put Saints 2-0 up in 22 min¬ 
utes, before Edin Dzeko replied 
















SPORTS PINK 


Saturday, August 26, 2017 21 


SAINTS 





US Open 
contenders 


Premier moments 


shortly before half-time. 

Joe Hart could do nothing to 
prevent team-mate Gareth Barry 
inadvertently putting through his 
own goal three minutes into the 
second half. 

The win moved Saints up to 
15th, six points clear of the rel¬ 
egation zone. 

March 16, 2013 


Saints 3 Liverpool 1 
Just over a month later, Saints 
claimed another big scalp - Mor¬ 
gan Schneiderlin and Rickie Lam¬ 
bert’s deflected free kick putting 
the hosts 2-0 up before Phillipe 
Coutinho’s close range finish on 
the stroke of half-time gave Liv¬ 
erpool fresh hope. Jay Rodriguez 
struck with 11 minutes remain¬ 
ing. 


Liverpool 0 Saints 1 

September 21, 2013 

Dejan Lovren scored the only 
goal as Mauricio Pochettino’s 
Saints inflicted a first defeat of 
the season on table-topping Liv¬ 
erpool. 

The Croatian defender - who left 
St Mary’s acrimoniously the fol¬ 


lowing summer to sign for the An- 
field club - held off Daniel Agger 
to steer in a header from Adam 
Lallana’s corner. 

Remarkably, this was Liver¬ 
pool’s first league defeat since 
they had been beaten at St Mary’s 
the previous March. 

Saints 8 Sunderland 0 

October 18, 2014 

Sunderland contributed three 
own goals as Ronald Koeman’s 
Saints romped to a top flight re¬ 
cord success on an extraordinary 
afternoon at St Mary’s. 

Santiago Vergini began the goal 
rush with a spectacular strike 
past his own keeper, before Gra- 
ziano Pelle added a second on 18 
minutes. 

Jack Cork bundled in his first 
ever league goal for Saints before 
Liam Bridcutt scored an own goal 
just after the hour mark. 

Further goals poured in from 
Pelle, Dusan Tadic and Victor 
Wanyama before Black Cats de¬ 
fender Patrick van Aanholt was 
deemed to have got a decisive 
touch to a Sadio Mane strike. 

Man Utd 0 Saints 1 

January 11, 2015 

Dusan Tadic grabbed a second 
half winner as Saints collected 
their first league victory at Old 
Trafford in 27 years to move up to 
third in the Premier League. 

Louis van Gaal’s side failed to 
record a single shot on target as 
their 10-match unbeaten league 
run was ended. 

Tadic’s goal came 21 minutes 
from time, netting from 12 yards 
after Graziano Pelle’s effort had 
come back off a post. 

Saints 6 Aston Villa 1 

May 16, 2015 

Sadio Mane scored the fastest 
hat-trick in Premier League his¬ 
tory as Saints demolished Aston 
Villa on a sun-drenched after¬ 
noon. 

The Senegalese international’s 
three goals came in two minutes 
and 56 seconds with Saints 3-0 up 
inside 16 minutes. 

Mane side-footed home on 13 
minutes after Shay Given’s ini¬ 
tial save, and he netted his sec¬ 
ond when Long latched onto Ron 
Vlaar’s poor backpass and set 
him up for an easy tap-in. 

History was made with a first¬ 
time side foot from just inside 
the box to beat Robbie Fowler’s 
21-year record of four minutes 33 
seconds for Liverpool in 1994. 

Saints were 5-1 up at half-time 
with two strikes from Shane 
Long, while Christian Benteke 
headed home his 15th goal of the 
season for Villa before Graziano 
Pelle’s late volley completed the 
half-dozen haul. 

Continued on page 44 
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MARIN CILIC 

Another struggling with injury, Cilic 
sat out the Masters tournaments in 
Montreal and Cincinnati with an 
abductor problem. However, he is 
expected to be fully fit for the US 
Open - where he won his only grand 
slam title in 2014. 

The Croatian has been one of the 
form players of the season and will 
be desperate for another chance in 
a grand slam final after his tearful 
loss to Federer at Wimbledon. 

GARBINE MUGURUZA 

There is nothing consistent about 
Muguruza’s career so far but, when 
she is hot, the Spaniard is virtually 
unbeatable. She showed that again 
at Wimbledon, powering her way 
through the field to win her second 
grand slam title. She beat several 
big rivals on her way to the title in 
Cincinnati last weekend. 

KAROLINA PLISKOVA 

It has been a remarkable 12 
months for Pliskova, who arrived at 
the US Open last year outside the 
top 10 and with a far from enviable 
grand slam record. 

Two weeks later she was a grand 
slam finalist having beaten both 
Williams sisters, and 12 months on 


Johanna Konta 


the Czech tops the rankings - albeit 
by the narrowest of margins from 
Simona Halep. 

ELINA SVITOLINA 

The third best player of 2017 in 
terms of ranking points collected 
has not been beyond the quarter¬ 
finals at a slam. That shows just how 
good Ukrainian Svitolina has been 
everywhere else. She has won five 
titles, including three of the biggest 
on the WTA Tour. 

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI 

The good news for Wozniacki is 
that she has reached six finals this 
season. The bad news is she has not 
won any of them. But the Dane has 
been a model of consistency and 
finds herself a fixture in the top 10 
again only a year after arriving in 
New York ranked 74th. 

I0HANNA KONTA 

Konta coped superbly with the 
pressure of being the great home 
hope at Wimbledon and, having 
reached the semi-finals at SW19, 
there is no reason to think she 
cannot go further in New York. Hard 
courts are her favourite surface and 
the 26-year-old won one of the 
biggest titles outside the slams at 
the Miami Open in the spring. 



Main picture - Marian Pahars, right, 
has just scored in Saints' 3-0 win over 
Pompey in 2003. Bottom left - Sadio 
Mane celebrates one of his three goals 
in under three minutes against Aston 
Villa in 2015. Below - Dusan Tadic gets 
a lift from Graziano Pelle after netting 
in the 8-0 hammering of Sunderland in 
October 2014. 
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Belgian GP 
big issues 

Formula One roars back into 
life at Belgian’s famous Spa- 
Francorchamps circuit this 
weekend following its four-week 
summer break. 

Lewis Hamilton will head to the 
Ardennes bidding to get his title 
charge back on track after finishing 
only fourth at the last round in 
Hungary. 

Here, the Sports Pink takes a look 
at the major talking points ahead of 
the 12th round of the championship. 

A must-win for 
Hamilton? 

Hamilton will mark the 200th grand 
prix of his career on Sunday, and the 
Englishman will be hoping to 
celebrate the landmark race with a 
much-needed victory. Hamilton’s 
impeccable sporting gesture to 
move aside for his Mercedes team¬ 
mate Valtteri Bottas at the final 
corner in Hungary means he is now 
14 points behind Sebastian Vettel in 
the title race. The high-speed nature 
of the Spa-Francorchamps circuit in 
Belgium should suit Hamilton and 
his Mercedes car, but his boss Toto 
Wolff is not taking a victory for 
granted. “On paper, people will 
assume that Spa should suit our 
car,” Wolff said. “But assumptions 
are dangerous and we have seen too 
many times already this season that 
the form book can be rewritten from 
one weekend to the next.” 



* 


Lewis Hamilton 

What next in 
the driver market? 

One piece of the 2018 driver line¬ 
up puzzle fell into place on Tuesday 
after Ferrari announced that Kimi 
Raikkonen will remain at the Italian 
team next season. Raikkonen, 38 in 
October, is an eye-watering 86 
points behind team-mate Vettel in 
the championship, but has proven 
an able deputy to the German in this 
year’s title battle. While there 
remains no news on Vettel’s status 
for next year, Ferrari’s decision to 
stick with Raikkonen could be 
viewed as a clear sign he is staying. 
Vettel enjoys a strong relationship 
with Raikkonen, and will know that 
the Finn’s stay affords zero threat to 
his number one status within the 
team. On the same token, would 
Ferrari not announce both 
Raikkonen and Vettel at the same 
time if they were staying? Mercedes 
could yet be an option - albeit a slim 
one - for Vettel, and it will be 
fascinating to see how it all plays 
out. 

What about Bottas? 

Bottas is only 19 points behind 
team-mate Hamilton after a strong 
start to his Mercedes career. 

Continued on facing page 
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Terriers aiming 


Jamie 

Spoor 


Huddersfield have made a superb 
start to life in the Premier League. 

The Terriers sealed promotion 
on penalties against Reading at 
Wembley last May to complete a 
fairytale rise to the top division. 

They were taking on Saints this 
weekend looking for a third suc¬ 
cessive victory after wins over 
Crystal Palace and Newcastle. 

History suggests that, of the 
three teams promoted each sea¬ 
son, the club that comes up via 
the play-offs are the ones most 
likely to go straight back down. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
how each team promoted from the 
play offs has faired in the Premier 
League era. 

1991- 92 Blackburn 

Blackburn beat Leicester 1-0 in 
the final to win promotion to the 
newly formed PL. 

Under the stewardship of Liver¬ 
pool legend Kenny Dalglish, Rov¬ 
ers enjoyed a superb campaign in 

1992- 93, as they finished fourth. 

Bankrolled by wealthy owner 

Jack Walker and spearheaded by 
15-goal striker Alan Shearer - a 
British record £3.4m buy from 
Saints in the summer of 1992 - 
they missed out on European 
qualification by a single point. 

They finished second in 1993-94 
to seal a place in the UEFA Cup 
before winning the title the fol¬ 
lowing season - pipping Manches¬ 
ter United by a single point. 

Four seasons after the greatest 
triumph, Blackburn were relegat¬ 
ed back to Division One and, after 
a chastening fall from grace, are 
now preparing for life in League 
One for 2017-18. 

1992- 93 Swindon Town 

Minnows Swindon sealed pro¬ 
motion to the top flight for their 
first time in their history with a 
thrilling win in the play-off final. 

Glenn Hoddle’s side edged out 
Tranmere 5-4 over two legs to face 
Leicester at Wembley, where - af¬ 
ter being pegged to 3-3 having led 
3-0 - a late Paul Bodin penalty set¬ 
tled the tie. 

Hoddle left Swindon to go to 
Chelsea and the Wiltshire side’s 
Premier League adventure 
proved short lived. 

Their solitary season in the 
top flight was a forgettable one 
as John Gorman’s side were rel¬ 
egated -they finished bottom 
with only five wins and 30 points 
(conceding 100 goals, still a PL re¬ 
cord). 

1993- 94 Leicester City 

Brian Little’s Leicester sealed a 



Steve Mounie celebrates a debut goal in Huddersfield's opening day 3-0 win at Crystal Palace. Main pic: 
David Wagner and his Town team celebrate winning the Championship play off final last season. 


top flight return for the first time 
in seven seasons after two succes¬ 
sive play-off final defeats. 

After winning a tight semi-final 
with Tranmere, they beat East 
Midlands rivals Derby at Wemb¬ 
ley 

Like Swindon before them, how¬ 
ever, the Foxes only had one sea¬ 
son in the Premier League before 
an instant return to the second 


tier. 

In a season of three managers, 
they were never out of the bottom 
three since November and fin¬ 
ished 21st. 

1994-95 Bolton 

Due to the new 20-team top 
flight, there were only two pro¬ 
motion spots and Middlesbrough 


went up as champions. 

Under Bruce Rioch, Bolton 
sealed their second promotion in 
three years with a thrilling 4-3 
victory over Reading in the play¬ 
off final. 

Following Rioch’s move to Arse¬ 
nal, Bolton made a terrible start 
to their top flight campaign under 
Roy McFarland. 

McFarland was sacked, Colin 
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Aaron Mooy scores Huddersfield's winner in their first home Premier League 
game against Newcastle last weekend. 
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to ignore history 


paign proved to be one to forget 
and they were soon in relegation 
trouble. 

Four managers came and went 
during the season, and even the 
sprinkling of stardust provided 
by Attillo Lombardo could not 
save the Eagles. 

They had wait until April for 
their first win at Selhurst Park 
and ended the season with only 
two league victories in front of 
their fans. 

Palace finished bottom with 33 
points. 

1997-98 Charlton 


The Addicks triumphed over 
Sunderland on penalties in the 
play-off final after a thrilling 4-4 
draw. 

Back in the top flight after 
an eight year exile under Alan 
Curbishley in 1998-99, Charlton 
started well but their form soon 
dipped. 

Although they were always 
in touch with the sides around 
them, they finished third bottom 
to suffer instant relegation. 

The club’s board kept faith with 
the manager and that trust was 
rewarded as they bounced back at 
the first attempt to go up as cham¬ 
pions in 1999-2000. 

1998-99 Watford 


Belgian GP 
big issues 

from facing page 

The 27-year-old Finn has 
already won twice, and 
out-qualified Hamilton on 
a number of occasions, too. 
Wolff has admitted that 
Bottas has exceeded the 
team’s expectations, but a 
contract extension is yet 
to be announced, and it is 
understood there will be 
no further news on that 
front this weekend. So, why 
the hold-up? One can only 
assume that Mercedes are 
waiting for Vettel to move 
before they confirm what 
action they will take with 
Bottas for 2018 and beyond. 

Palmer staying put 
... for now 

Robert Kubica’s 
remarkable return to 
FI action at the two-day 
test which followed the 
conclusion of the Hungarian 
P placed doubt over Jolyon 
Palmer’s future at Renault. 
Indeed some within the 
paddock even suggested that 
Kubica could replace Palmer 


Todd replaced him and their form 
improved but they could not stave 
off relegation, finishing rock bot¬ 
tom. 

They bounced straight back up 
(this time as champions) the fol¬ 
lowing season. 

1995-96 Leicester City 

Now with Martin O’Neill in 


charge, Leicester sealed an imme¬ 
diate return back to the top flight 
after an extra-time win over Crys¬ 
tal Palace in the play-off final. 

Having taken them up at the 
first attempt, the Northern Irish¬ 
man then guided them to an ex¬ 
cellent ninth placed league finish 
and - by virtue of their League 
Cup trophy success - a place in 
Europe. 


This was the first of seven suc¬ 
cessive top flight seasons. 

1996-97 Crystal P 

David Hopkin’s late winner in 
the play-off final against Shef¬ 
field United saw Palace win pro¬ 
motion from the second tier for 
the second time in four years. 
However, their top flight cam¬ 


Having been champions of the 
third tier the previous season, 
Watford sealed a second succes¬ 
sive promotion thanks to a 2-0 win 
over Bolton in the play off final. 

With experienced boss Graham 
Taylor at the helm, early results 
suggested the Hornets could defy 
the odds and stay up. 

However, that optimism faded 
and after only six wins all season, 
they were eventually relegated 
with the then-lowest points total 
in PL history (24). 

Watford were the sixth side 
in eight seasons to be relegated 
immediately after coming up 
through the play-offs. 

1999-2000 Ipswich 

In the last play-off final at the 
“old” Wembley, George Burley’s 
Ipswich side beat Barnsley 4-2 to 
secure their PL return after a five 
year absence. 

Tipped by many to go straight 
back down, the unfancied Tractor 
Boys instead made an unlikely 
top six challenge. 

For much of the season, a 
Champions League place looked 
within their grasp, but in the end 
they finished fifth and qualified 
for the UEFA Cup - a remarkable 
feat. 

As a result, Burley was named 
manager of the season - but it 
proved to be a glorious one off as 
Ipswich went down the following 
season. 

Continued on page 24 


Renault's Jolyon Palmer 

after the summer break. That 
idea seemed fanciful and 
Palmer, who scaled Mount 
Kilimanjaro during the 
summer break, will race in 
Belgium and looks set to be 
retained for the second half 
of the year. The 26-year-old 
Englishman now needs to 
turn in a stellar set of results 
to prove to Renault, and 
indeed any potential suitors, 
that he warrants a third year 
on the grid. 

Green light for 
Massa “ 

Felipe Massa will be 
back in the Williams 
cockpit this weekend after 
missing the Hungarian GP 
through illness. Britain’s 
Paul di Resta deputised 
for Massa at the 11th hour 
at the Hungaroring, but 
Massa, providing he passes 
a medical check-up, will 
return. Veteran TV pundit 
Martin Brundle will also be 
back for Sky Sports after 
missing the last two races 
with a virus. 
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Tottenham's 

Wembley 

misery 

Tottenham’s 2-1 Premier League 
defeat to Chelsea on Sunday 
extended a miserable record at 
their temporary home while White 
Hart Lane is redeveloped. 

Mauricio Pochettino’s men have 
won only two of the 11 games they 
have played at English football’s 
headquarters since it was reopened 
in 2007. 

Here, the Sports Pink takes a look 
at Spurs’ Wembley woes. 

Spurs 2 Chelsea 1 

League Cup final, February 2008 

Trailing to Didier Drogba’s first-half 
strike, Tottenham remained patient 
and got their reward when Dimitar 
Berbatov levelled from the penalty 
spot with 20 minutes remaining to 
set the stage for Jonathan Woodgate 
to snatch victory in stoppage time. 

Man Utd 0 Spurs 0 

(Manchester United win 4-1 on 
penalties) 

League Cup final, March 2009 

Spurs needed the help of the 
woodwork to deny Cristiano Ronaldo 
a winner in normal time, but after 
extra-time had failed to produce a 
goal, Jamie O’Hara and David 
Bentley both failed from the spot to 
allow Anderson to clinch victory. 



Mauricio Pochettino. 


Spurs 0 Pompey 2 

FA Cup semi-final, April 2010 

Extra-time was required once 
again to separate the north London 
club and Portsmouth, but Frederic 
Piquionne’s strike gave Pompey the 
edge and Kevin-Prince Boateng 
assured Pompey of a place in the 
final with a 117th-minute penalty. 

Spurs 1 Chelsea 5 

FA Cup semi-final, April 2012 

Two years later, Spurs’ fate was 
sealed long before the clock ticked 
around to 90 minutes with goals 
from Drogba, Juan Mata, Ramires, 
Frank Lampard and Florent Malouda 
leaving Gareth Bale’s reply to count 
for nothing. 

Chelsea 2 Spurs 0 

League Cup final, March 2015 

John Terry gave Chelsea the lead 
on the stroke of half-time and the 
Blues never looked back as Kyle 
Walker’s second-half own goal sent 
the trophy back to Stamford Bridge. 

Spurs 1 Monaco 2 

Champions League, September 
2016 

It proved an eventful first half at 
Wembley as the home side found 
themselves 2-0 down inside 31 
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from page 23 

2000- 2001 Bolton 

Two late goals gave Sam Al- 
lardyce’s side a 3-0 win over Pres¬ 
ton North End in the play-off fi¬ 
nal in Cardiff. 

Back in the PL after three sea¬ 
sons in the second tier, Bolton led 
the table after five games. 

They failed to maintain their 
strong start and fell away sharply 
but still finished 16th. 

Big Sam turned the perennial 
strugglers into European chal¬ 
lengers - they were sixth in 2005 
and enjoyed two UEFA Cup cam¬ 
paigns. 

The Lancashire club bucked the 
trend to become an established 
top flight team until their relega¬ 
tion in 2012 

2001- 02 Birmingham 

Having failed in three succes¬ 
sive play-off campaigns under 
Trevor Francis, it was a case of 
fourth time lucky for Birming¬ 
ham and new manager Steve 
Bruce. 

They beat Norwich on penalties 
in the final to embark on a debut 
PL season - 16 seasons after their 
previous top flight campaign. 

Despite being favourites for rel¬ 
egation, they became the third 
consecutive play-off winning side 
to survive as Bruce steered them 
to a respectable 13th place. 

2002- 03 Wolves 

Wolves beat Reading over two 
legs and Sheffield United in the 
play-off final to end a 14-year stay 
in the same division. 

Dave Jones’ side ended a 19-sea- 
son exile from the top flight and 
the long-awaited dream of promo¬ 
tion to the Premiership finally be¬ 
came reality 

Their return to the top flight 
was shortlived, however, as the 
campaign yielded only seven 
wins and 33 points from their 38 
games as Wolves finished bottom 
on goal difference. 

Saints did the double over them 
- a 4-1 win at Molineux featuring 
Claus Lundekvam’s first ever 
goal for the club after seven and a 
half years on the south coast 

2003- 04 Crystal P 

Palace rocketed up the table un¬ 
der Iain Dowie, who had replaced 
Kit Symons as boss, to reach the 
play-offs. 

There, they edged out Sunder¬ 
land on penalties before a 1-0 win 
over West Ham United to regain 
PL status. 

Despite the efforts of 21-goal 
top scorer Andy Johnson, Palace 
were again unable to extend their 
top flight stay beyond a single sea¬ 
son. 

The fight to avoid relegation 



went to the wire but after a 2-2 
draw with Charlton, coupled 
with results elsewhere, they went 
down with Saints and Norwich on 
the final day. 

2004/03 West Ham 

After their narrow defeat to Pal¬ 
ace in the previous season’s final, 
Alan Pardew’s Hammers made 
immediate amends as they edged 
past Preston to regain their PL 
place. 

Having only just scraped into 


the play-offs, few gave the team 
much hope of a shot at survival, 
but they finished ninth. 

They also enjoyed a memorable 
run to return to Cardiff for the 
FA Cup final, only to suffer an 
agonising penalty shootout defeat 
to a Steven-Gerrard inspired Liv¬ 
erpool. 

2005/06 Watford 

Against the odds, under young 
boss Aidy Boothroyd, the Hornets 
stung Leeds in the play-off final 


to return to the top flight after a 
six year absence. 

Their Premier League cam¬ 
paign was to prove a major disap¬ 
pointment however as they were 
relegated straight away. 

Boothroyd’s side won only five 
matches and finished bottom 
with a meagre 28 points. 

Their league woes were put 
to one side as they reached the 
FA Cup semi finals, only to be 
knocked out by Manchester Unit¬ 
ed. 
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play off winners 


2008- 09 Burnley 

Owen Coyle’s Clarets earned a 
first ever Premier League promo¬ 
tion after their 1-0 win over Shef¬ 
field United at Wembley 

The 2009-10 season would see 
the Lancashire club return to 
the top flight after 33 years, and 
strong home form initially gave 
them a chance of survival. 

They sat as high as ninth in 
November, but Coyle resigned - 
replaced by Brian Laws - results 
fell away and they slipped into 
trouble. 

Burnley kept their survival 
hopes alive until the penultimate 
week of the season when relega¬ 
tion was confirmed after they lost 
to Liverpool. 

2009- 10 Blackpool 

The Seasiders became the 
third successive side to become 
Premier League debutants after 
earning promotion through the 
play-offs. 

It was truly a fairytale as char¬ 
ismatic manager Ian Holloway 
steered the unfashionable club 
to the promised land as they beat 
Cardiff in the final. 

Blackpool won plenty of admir¬ 
ers and plaudits for their enter¬ 
taining and ebullient approach to 
life in the Premier League. 

The open and adventurous style 
of play - they scored 55 goals, the 
same amount as fifth placed Tot¬ 
tenham and two more than sev¬ 
enth placed Everton - ultimately 
proved their undoing, however, 
and they were relegated after one 
season. 

2010- 11 Swansea City 

Swansea became the first Welsh 
side to play in England’s Premier 
League after Brendan Rodgers’ 
team beat Reading 4-2 in the play¬ 
off final. 

Since their promotion, the 
Swans have been a steady and 
consistent presence in the top 
flight, winning their first ever 
major trophy in 2013 when they 
beat Bradford in the League Cup 
final. 



Main pic: Nathan Redmond celebrates Norwich's Championship play off 
promotion in 2015. Above - Teddy Sheringham and West Ham go up via 
the play offs in 2005. Left - Watford win promotion in 2006. 


2006-07 Derby County 

Having narrowly missed out 
on automatic promotion in the 
regular season, Derby edged out 
Saints on penalties in the play-off 
semi finals before a 1-0 win over 
West Bromwich Albion in the fi¬ 
nal. 

Their first PL season for five 
years proved a record breaking 
one for the Rams - but for all the 
wrong reasons. 

Derby became the first team to 
be relegated in March and they 


also accumulated the league’s 
lowest points total - a mere 11 - 
since the three points for a win 
system was introduced. 

They also set the unwanted re¬ 
cord for the fewest wins in a Pre¬ 
mier League season with only one 
in 38 games. 

2007-08 Hull City 

Having trounced Watford 6-1 
over two legs, a single Dean Win- 
dass goal against Bristol City gave 
Hull promotion to the top tier for 


the first time in their history. 

Their rise to the Premier 
League was all the more incred¬ 
ible considering that the club had 
been languishing in the fourth 
tier only five years before. 

Under Phil Brown, City finished 
their Premier League season in 
17th place to survive by a solitary 
point ahead of Newcastle. 

They went down the following 
season, but have twice won pro¬ 
motion (and twice been relegated 
again) to the Premier League 
since. 


2011-12 West Ham 

The Hammers had been rel¬ 
egated from the Premier League 
the previous season but secured 
an instant return via the play-offs 
under Sam Allardyce. 

They narrowly missed out au¬ 
tomatic promotion but thumped 
Cardiff in the semi finals before 
a slender and nervy win over 
Blackpool. 

Experienced “survival special¬ 
ist” Allardyce stayed the club for 
the next three seasons in the top 
flight and steered the Hammers 
to respectable mid table security 
- finishing tenth, twelfth and thir¬ 
teenth. 

Continued on page 28 


Tottenham's 
Wembley 
misery... 

from facing page 

Spurs 0 B Leverk' 1 

Champions League, November 
2016 

A crowd of 85,512 turned out to 
watch Tottenham take on Bayer 
Leverkusen, but the majority of them 
went home disappointed after 
seeing Kevin Kampl win it for the 
visitors. 

Spurs 3 CSKA 1 

Champions League, December 
2016 

Alan Dzagoev’s 33rd-minute goal 
threatened to make it another bad 
night for Spurs, but efforts from Dele 
Alii and Harry Kane improved things 
markedly before Igor Akinfeev’s own 
goal completed the job. 

Spurs 2 Gent 2 

Europa League, February 2017 
A topsy-turvy night under the 
famous arch saw Kane’s own goal 
cancel out Christian Eriksen’s early 
opener before Alii was sent off, and 
although Victor Wanyama looked to 
have won it, Jeremy Perbet levelled 
eight minutes from time. 

Chelsea 4 Spurs 2 



Chelsea's Marcos Alonso 


FA Cup semi-final, April 2017 

Kane and Alii both scored 
equalisers after Willian’s first-half 
double, but Eden Hazard and 
Nemanja Matic ended Tottenham’s 
cup dreams for another season. 

Spurs 1 Chelsea 2 

Premier League, August 2017 

Marcos Alonso struck twice either 
side of Michy Batshuayi’s own goal 
to extend Chelsea’s hoodoo over 
their London rivals. 

... Chelsea 
like it there! 

Chelsea’s record at the new 
Wembley is much better than 
Tottenham’s. 

Last weekend’s league win was 
their ninth at the stadium in 14 
attempts since April 2009. 

The Blues won the FA Cup there in 
2009, 2010 and 2012, as well as the 
2015 League Cup final. 

They also won the Community 
Shield in 2009 and FA Cup semi 
finals in 2009, 2010, 2012 and 2017. 

The Blues at least avoided a third 
successive Wembley loss last 
weekend, having been beaten in 
both the FA Cup final and the 
Community Shield to Arsenal. 
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Complimentary on board spending money. 

Just another way to enrich your experience. 

Book your 2017/2018 cruise and receive complimentary on board 
spending money in addition to your Cunard Fare benefits. 


Queen Elizabeth 

Iberian Adventure 

10 nights ♦ 28 November 2017 

Sailing from Southampton 
Inside Stateroom from 

£999 

per person 

$320 per stateroom 
on board spending money 


Queen Victoria 

The Canary Islands 
and Madeira 

12 nights ♦ 27 March 2018 

Sailing from Southampton 
Inside Stateroom from 

£ 1,069 

per person 

$440 per stateroom 
on board spending money 


Queen Mary 2 

Norwegian Fjords 

7 nights ♦ 17 June 2018 

Sailing from Southampton 
Inside Stateroom from 

£939 

per person 

$260 per stateroom 
on board spending money 


Hays Travel 


Visit your Hays Travel branch 

Call 0800 044 3402 | haystravel.co.uk/cruise 

THE UK’S LARGEST INDEPENDENT TRAVEL AGENT 


Fares shown are per person in £ sterling based on two adults sharing the lowest grade of stateroom available (or single occupancy in a single stateroom), within the applicable stateroom type and are subject to availability. Fares for sole occupancy and supplementary fares are available on request. On board 


spending money varies by stateroom type and cruise duration and is additional to Cunard Fare benefits. Book by 2 October 2017. Valid o 
combinable with Early Saver fares. Full terms and conditions apply, please ask for details. 


i selected departures between October 2017 - May 2019. Applicable to new Cunard Fare bookings only and applies to the first two guests sharing a stateroom. Offer not 
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Prestige Home Improvements 

*Also Available: # Composite Decking • Block Edging 

UP TO 50% OFF 


Artificial Lawns 
Resin Base Preparation 


Drainage Solutions 
Resin Artwork 


Enquire Now For Your FREE SALE Quote 

01202 805 866 - www.prestige-hi.co.uk/sale 

Visit Our Showroom at 170 Magna Road, BH2 1 3AP 













28 Saturday, August 26, 2017 


SPORTS PINK 


Afridi joins 
100 club 

Shahid Afridi this week 
became the fifth Hampshire 
player to score a T20 century 
He follows in the footsteps 
of Jimmy Adams (twice), 
Michael Lumb, James Vince 
and Michael Carberry in 
reaching three figures in the 
shortest form of the game. 
Lumb was the first of those 
to score a century, and his 
unbeaten 124 against Essex 
eight years ago remains 
the highest by a Hampshire 
batsman. 

Afridi’s 42-ball century, 
though, is easily the 
fastest - beating Vince’s 
56-ball hundred against 
Worcestershire in 2015. 
Strangely, three of 
Hampshire’s six T20 
centuries have come at the 
quarter final stage. 

Carberry struck his against 
Lancashire in 2013 followed 
by Vince at Worcester two 
years later and now Afridi’s 
record-breaking knock. 

HIGHEST HANTS 



Hants Michael Lumb on his 


T20 INNINGS 


124* - MJ Lumb v Essex, Rose Bowl, 2009 
107* - JM Vince v Worcs, New Road, 2015 
101* - JHK Adams v Surrey, Rose Bowl, 
2010 

101 - Shahid Afridi v Derbyshire, Derby, 
2017 

100* - JHK Adams v Glamorgan, Rose 
Bowl, 2010 

100* - MA Carberry v Lancashire , Ageas 
Bowl, 2013 

99* - JM Vince v Kent, Canterbury 2015 
97* - SR Watson v Kent, Rose Bowl, 2004 
93 - MJ Lumb v Middlesex, Rose Bowl, 
2009 

93* - JM Vince v Notts, Trent Bridge, 2014 
90 - MA Carberry v Middlesex, Rose Bowl, 
2006 

90* - JM Vince v Sussex, Hove, 2015 
89* - ND McKenzie v Gloucestershire, 
Gloucester, 2011 

89* - GJ Bailey v Essex, Ageas Bowl, 2017 
88 - JG Myburgh v Windward Islands, 
Bridgetown 2010/11 

87* - MA Carberry v Sussex, Ageas Bowl, 
2014 

85* - JM Vince v Sussex, Hove 2011 

85 - TP Alsop v Somerset, Ageas Bowl, 

2016 

84 - JM Vince v Middlesex, Richmond 
2013 

83* - MA Carberry v Kent, Canterbury 
2013 

81 - JM Vince v Sussex, Hove 2017 

80 - Shahid Afridi v Somerset, Edgbaston, 


HANTS CRICK _ Ml 

Record breaker 


Simon 

Carter 



SHAHID Afridi underlined his 
reputation as one of the most fe¬ 
rocious hitters in world cricket 
earlier this week. 

His blistering 42-ball century 
helped Hampshire thrash Derby¬ 
shire in the quarter final of the 
NatWest Blast. 

It was Afridi’s maiden T20 hun¬ 
dred - in his 222nd innings - and 
one that will be long remembered 
by anyone who witnessed it. 

Here, the Sports Pink celebrates 
Afridi’s phenomenal perfor¬ 
mance by looking back at some 
of the batting highlights of his 
career. 

October 1996 

Afridi’s one day international 
debut for Pakistan remains one 
of the most remarkable innings 
in cricketing history. 

Consider the facts - aged 16 years 
and 217 days old, he had only ever 
played three limited overs games 
for club side Karachi Whites. 

Despite that inexperienced, 
he was called up for his interna¬ 
tional debut in a Sameer Cup tie 
against Sri Lanka in Nairobi, 
Kenya. 

The same Sri Lanka that had 
stunned the cricketing world by 
winning the 40-over World Cup 
earlier in the year. 

Reputations meant nothing to 
Afridi, though, who smashed a 
sensational 102 off only 40 balls. 

He reached three figures off 
just 37 deliveries - at the time the 
fastest recorded century in one 
day international history. 

On his debut! Aged just 16! 

Afridi belted six fours and a 
staggering 11 sixes in his brutal 
onslaught, which remained the 
fastest ton in ODI history until 
Corey Anderson smashed a 36- 
ball century against the West In¬ 
dies at Queenstown in 2013/14. 

Afridi has since been pushed 
down to third in the all-time list 
- AB de Villiers blitzed a 31-ball 
century for South Africa against 
the West Indies at Johannesburg 
in 2014/15. 

Afridi has since gone on to 
smash a mind-boggling 351 sixes 
in his 398-game ODI career. 

He is 81 sixes ahead of anyone 
else - Sanith Jayasuriya second 
best with 270 and West Indian 
master blaster Chris Gayle a dis¬ 
tant third with 238. 

208 MS Dhoni (208), Brendon 
McCullum (200) and AB de Vil¬ 
liers (194) make up the top six. 

For comparison purposes, Eoin 
Morgan (149) has hit the most 
sixes by an Englishman in ODI 
history. 


... recalling the most 
amazing innings of 
Hampshire's T20 
hero Shahid Afridi... 



Andrew Flintoff (93) and Kevin 
Pietersen (77) are the next highest 
- a long, long way behind ‘Boom 
Boom’ Afridi. 

• Apart from most sixes, Afridi 
also holds another ODI batting re¬ 
cord - that of most ducks. He has 
been out without scoring 30 times 
in his 398-game career. 

November 1996 

A month after his sensational 
debut, Afridi won another ODI 
man of the match award - this 
time for whacking 66 off 37 balls 
against Zimbabwe in Lahore, 
with eight fours and four sixes. 


September 1998 

Six more sixes flew off Afridi’s 
bat - along with seven fours - in a 
94-ball 109 that helped Pakistan 
thrash India in another ODI. 

This one was under the guise of 
the ‘Sahara Friendship Cup’ took 
place in the unlikely surround¬ 
ings of Toronto. 

Yes, Toronto in Canada. 

January 1999 

Aged just 18, Afridi struck 141 
out of a team total of 286 play¬ 
ing in only his second Test - and 


against Pakistan’s greatest rival, 
India, no less in Chennai. 

Back then, Afridi was used as 
an opening batsman. 

Amazingly, given his 398 ODIs 
for his country, he only ever 
played 27 Test matches. 

Summer 2001 

Afridi was a smash hit when he 
appeared in English county crick¬ 
et for the first time. 

Arriving at Leicestershire 
in time for a Cheltenham & 
Gloucester Trophy quarter final 
at Worcestershire, he opened the 
batting and smashed 67 off 44 
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Hampshire's 

highest 


'Boom Boom' 



balls. 

That won him the man of the 
match award. 

There was a distinct case of 
deja vu in the semi final, as he 
again won the man of the match 
award. 

This time he blitzed 95 off 58 
balls as Leicestershire advanced 
to the final by beating Lancashire. 

A few days before the final 
against Somerset, he hammered 
58 off 25 balls against the same 
county in a one-day league match. 

He thrashed his way to 20 off 
10 balls at Lord’s before one rash 
shot too many. 


January 2005 

India might have fancied their 
chances when they set Pakistan 
250 to win a ODI in Kanpur. 

They had reckoned without 
the ferocious batting of Afridi, 
though. 

Opening the batting, he blazed 
ten fours and nine sixes in a 46- 
ball 102 to help Pakistan to an 
eventual four-wicket success. 

January 2006 

Afridi, batting at No 6, blasted 
a Test-best 156 against India at 
Faisalabad. 


He whacked 20 fours and six 
sixes in his 128-ball innings that 
spanned 208 minutes. 

Afridi went on to play his 25th 
and 26th Test matches in England 
in the summer of 2006. 

His 27th - and, as it turned out, 
last - Test appearance also came 
in England. 

But that was four years later, in 
2010, and not against England. 

Instead, Afridi skippered Paki¬ 
stan in a one-off Test against Aus¬ 
tralia at Lord’s. 

He blasted 31 off 15 balls in the 
first innings and was out for a sin¬ 
gle in the second as Pakistan were 


thrashed by 150 runs. 

Has anyone with so much tal¬ 
ent, so much box office potential, 
played so little Test cricket? 

June 2009 

Afridi’s greatest moment in 
cricket. 

He was voted man of the match 
for his unbeaten 54 off 40 balls as 
Pakistan defeated Sri Lanka at 
Lord’s to win the 2009 T20 World 
Cup. 

By Afridi’s standards, it was a 
restrained innings - just two fours 
and two sixes. 

But that, in a way, made it an 
ever better knock. 

‘Boom Boom’ showed he’s not 
all about trying to hit every ball 
out of the ground and can play for 
the team when he wants to. 

June 2010 

Afridi’s last century in any 
form of cricket prior to his ex¬ 
traordinary innings at Derby was 
for Pakistan in an ODI against 
Bangladesh in Dambulla over 
seven years ago. This was vin¬ 
tage Afridi, coming in at No 6 and 
striking 17 fours and four sixes in 
a 60-ball 124. 

August 2011 

Afridi, in his first summer with 
Hampshire, improved his career 
best T20 score from 54 to 80 in the 
semi final against Somerset at 
Edgbaston. 

Opening the innings, he struck 
six fours and five sixes in his 42- 
ball innings. 

Eventually, after some breaks 
for rain, the match ended up tied 
and being decided by a super over. 

Afridi bowled first, conceding 
16 runs to Craig Kieswetter and 
Jos Buttler. 

He also went in to bat first for 
Hampshire, but only made four 
off four balls as his county’s 
hopes of retaining the silverware 
they had won 12 months earlier 
were ended. 

For the second time in his Eng¬ 
lish county career, Afridi’s hopes 
of a trophy had been ended by 
Somerset. 

That 80 remained Afridi’s high¬ 
est T20 score until Tuesday’s bru¬ 
tal innings at Derby. 

Afridi had won three man of the 
match awards in his first T20 sea¬ 
son with Hampshire. 

All came in the space of a week, 
and all showcased his bowling 
ability. 

His first MoM award came for 
a 5-20 burst against Gloucester¬ 
shire at The Ageas Bowl. 

That was followed by 3-10 off 
three overs and a 17-ball 29 in the 
win against Sussex at Hove. 

A third MoM award came when 
he bagged 3-16 off four tight overs 
in a victory over Middlesex. 


Hampshire recorded their 
highest ever T20 team total at 
Derbyshire on Tuesday. 
Shahid Afridi’s 101 and 55 
from skipper James Vince 
helped them rattle up a 
staggering 249-8. 

That was 24 runs better 
than the county’s previous 
highest, the 225-2 total 
against Middlesex at The 
Ageas Bowl back in 2006. 

HIGHEST HANTS 
T20 TEAM TOTALS 

249-8 v Derbyshire, Derby, 2017 

225-2 v Middlesex, Rose Bowl, 2006 

219-2 v Essex, Rose Bowl, 2009 

216-5 v Somerset, Taunton 2010 

205-4 v Sussex, Hove 2008 

205-5 v Gloucestershire, Rose Bowl, 2010 

204-3 v Sussex, Hove 2015 

202-3 v Lancashire, Ageas Bowl, 2013 

Hampshire’s 249-8 total at 
Derbyshire was the fourth 
highest in English T20 
history. 

The record is Yorkshire’s 260- 
4 against Northants, which 
was established earlier this 
month. 



James Vince 


HIGHEST T20 TEAM 
TOTALS IN ENGLAND 

260-4 Yorkshire v Northamptonshire, 
Headingley, 2017 

254-3 Gloucsv Middlesex, Uxbridge, 2011 
250-3 Somerset v Gloucestershire, Taun¬ 
ton, 2006 

249-8 Hampshire v Derbyshire, Derby, 
2017 

242-3 Essex v Sussex, Chelmsford, 2008 
242-2 Warwickshire v Derbyshire, Edgbas¬ 
ton, 2015 

242-5 Sussex v Gloucestershire, Bristol, 
2016 

240-3 Glamorgan v Surrey, Oval, 2015 
239-5 Sussex v Glamorgan, Hove 2010 
235-5 Somerset v Middlesex, Taunton 
2011 

MOST T20 RUNS IN 
A SEASON FOR 
HAMPSHIRE 

710 JM Vince, 2015 
668 JHK Adams, 2010 
502 MA Carberry, 2013 
486 JM Vince, 2017 
470 SM Ervine, 2010 
456 MA Carberry, 2015 
447 JHK Adams, 2014 
445 JM Vince, 2011 
442 MJ Lumb, 2009 
440 ND McKenzie, 2010 
424 MA Carberry, 2014 
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A golden age of 



Only two men have scored 
more than 3,000 T20 runs for 
Hampshire. 

James Vince leads the way 
with 3,126 while Michael 
Carberry has 3,053. 

Only four others have passed 
1,000 T20 runs for the county. 

MOST T20 RUNS 
FOR HAMPSHIRE 

3,126 JM Vince 
3,053 MA Carberry 
2,518 SM Ervine 
2,393 JHK Adams 
1,289 ND McKenzie 
1,101 MJ Lumb 
732 AD Mascarenhas 
689 LA Dawson 
687 N Pothas 
598 AJA Wheater 
558 OAShah 
536 Shahid Afridi 

Michael Lumb and Michael 
Carberry hold the record for 
Hampshire’s best ever T20 
partnershiop. 

They put on 170 for the 
second wicket against 
Essex at The Ageas Bowl in 
2009 - the day Lumb scored 
Hampshire’s first T20 
hundred. 



Michael Carberry 


HAMPSHIRE'S BEST 
T20 PARTNERSHIPS 

1st wicket - 122 MA Carberry & MST 
Stokes v Middlesex, Rose Bowl, 2006 

2nd wicket -170 MJ Lumb & MA Carberry 
v Essex, Rose Bowl, 2009 

3rd wicket -144* JHK Adams & SM Ervine 
v Surrey, Rose Bowl, 2010 

4th wicket - 112 ND McKenzie & SM Er¬ 
vine v Somerset, Taunton 2010 

5th wicket - 95 GJ Bailey & LD McManus v 
Glamorgan, Cardiff 2017 

6th wicket - 71 CC Benham & N Pothas v 
Essex, Chelmsford 2010 

7th wicket - 54* ND McKenzie & AD 
Mascarenhas v Nottinghamshire, Trent 
Bridge, 2012 

8th wicket - 53* JHK Adams & SD Udal v 
Surrey, Oval, 2005 

9th wicket - 27 KJ Abbott & MD Bates v 
Somerset, Ageas Bowl, 2014 

10th wicket - 26 GK Berg & BTJ Wheal v 
Somerset, Taunton 2017 


IN terms of cricketing big hitters, 
we live in remarkable times. 

We now take for granted the in¬ 
credible displays of big hitting we 
see in the limited overs game. 

Not just in T20, which has total¬ 
ly revolutionised the sport with 
regards to smashing sixes, but in 
the 50-over ODI format as well. 

Look at some of the statistics. 

Earlier this week, Shahid Afridi 
hammered a 42-ball century as 
Hampshire rattled up 249 off only 
20 overs at Derbyshire. 

Once upon a time, not that long 
ago, 249 would have been consid¬ 
ered a good score in the 40-over 
Sunday League that was so popu¬ 
lar in the 70s and 80s. 

Why, once upon a time it would 
have been considered a winning 
score in a 60-over Nat West Trophy 
or Gillette Cup tie! 

Earlier this month, Yorkshire’s 
Anthony Lyth rewrote the record 
books by blitzing 161 off just 70 
balls in a NatWest T20 match 
against Northants at Headingley. 

Lyth reached 50 off just 21 balls, 
and motored from 100 to 150 in 
just 16 deliveries. 

That incredible knock - the 
highest T20 innings in English 
county cricket - helped Yorkshire 
post 260-4. 

Off just 20 overs, lest we forget. 

Let’s take a look back in time. 
Let’s go back 30 years, to the 1987 
Benson & Hedges Cup. 

In 51 games, only 13 times did a 
county score more than Yorkshire 
did against Northants. And three 
of those occasions were against 
either the Minor Counties or the 
Combined Universities. 

And Benson & Hedges Cup ties 
were 55 overs a side, not 20! 

Now let’s go back to the 1979 
World Cup final at Lord’s. 

There, the West Indies posted 
289-9 against England thanks to a 
wonderful unbeaten 138 from the 
legendary Viv Richards and 86 off 
66 balls from Collis King. 

That total was the third highest 
in that summer’s World Cup. 

And it took the West Indies 60 
overs to get them. 

That team contained some of 
the most ferocious hitters in 
world cricket - Richards, King, 
Hampshire legend Gordon Gree- 
nidge, skipper Clive Lloyd and 
Alvin Kallicharan. 

Here’s a great fact. Of the 96 oc¬ 
casions in ODI history where a 
team has scored more than 350, 
guess how many were compiled 
by the West Indies, the team of 
Richards, Greenidge, Lloyd, Bri¬ 
an Lara, Chris Gayle? 

Three. 

And of those three occasions, 


only one was scored in the 20th 
century. 

Indeed, of the 96 scores of 350 or 
more, only five were scored prior 
to January 12000. 

That underlines - as if it needed 
underlining - the phenomenal 
changes to the one-day cricketing 
landscape, both in England and 
across the globe. 

Back in 1984, Viv Richards 
broke the record for the highest 
ever ODI score - 189 not out off 


170 balls against England at Old 
Trafford. 

Nowadays, Gayle holds the West 
Indies ODI record, with his 215 
off 147 balls against Zimbabwe in 
a 2015 World Cup tie. 

Richards’ scoring rate in 1984 
was 111 runs per 100 balls - Gay¬ 
le’s in 2015 was 146.5. 

Richards’ scoring rate was only 
87.89 when he hit his World Cup 
final century against England. 
Nobody scores runs that slowly in 


one-day cricket any more. 

Richards hit five sixes in his 
189. Gayle lashed 16 in his 215 -11 
more sixes, even though he only 
scored 26 more runs. 

Today’s stars are scoring their 
runs so much faster than the leg¬ 
ends I grew up with, and hitting 
so many more sixes as well. 

When I was growing up in the 
west country, Ian Botham was my 
sporting hero. 

Aged 12,1 watched with eyes the 
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master blasters 



size of saucers as he dominated 
the 1981 Ashes. 

Here he was, the nation’s crick¬ 
eting saviour, and I could go 
and watch him at Taunton most 
weeks. 

Anyone who got into cricket be¬ 
cause of Ian Botham will know he 
was renowned for his big hitting. 

In the summer of 1985, he 
smashed over 80 sizes for Somer¬ 
set alone. 

That same summer, he walked 


to the wicket in one Ashes Test 
and smacked the fiery Craig Mc¬ 
Dermott for a first ball six. 

It remains one of the greatest 
cricketing shots I have ever seen. 

Two balls later, he did exactly 
the same. 

The following summer, 1986, 
I was at Taunton for a Sunday 
League game and Somerset need¬ 
ed 12 off the last three balls to 
beat Middlesex. 

Wayne Daniel, the fearsome 


West Indian fast bowler, was 
steaming in from the River End. 

Botham smashed the third from 
last ball for a six and then, after 
failing to score off the penulti¬ 
mate delivery, hammered the last 
one out of the ground. 

It was thrilling stuff, I felt so 
privileged to be there in person. 

Ian Botham, one of the best six- 
hitters in world cricket history. 

Well, he was then. 

Not any more, not if you look at 


the stats. 

Botham ‘only’ scored 44 sixes in 
his 116-game ODI career. 

That’s not bad, but compare it to 
Eoin Morgan. 

No one would surely say Mor¬ 
gan is a bigger hitter than Both¬ 
am was in his prime, but Morgan 
has struck 149 ODI sixes in 189 
games. 

Andrew Flintoff has hit 93 ODI 
sixes - more than twice as many 
as Botham managed. 

Morgan has hit more ODI six¬ 
es than Viv Richards and Brian 
Lara, a fact which astounded me 
when I discovered it researching 
this article. 

To anyone who can remember 
one-day cricket in the 1980s, it’s 
also astounding that England cur¬ 
rently hold the world record for 
the highest ever ODI score - 444-3 
against Pakistan in 2016. 

Alex Hales blitzed 171 at Trent 
Bridge that day. 

It took until the 19th ODI of all 
time for a side to break through 
the 300-run barrier. 

That was during the 1975 World 
Cup when England posted 334-4 
off 60 overs against India. 

Controversy then ensued as 
Sunil Gavaskar batted through 
India’s 60 overs for just 36 not out 
off 174 balls. 

Contrast that with Rohit 
Sharm’s display for India against 
Sri Lanka in November 2014. 

Sharma faced 173 deliveries - 
one fewer than Gavaskar in 1975 
- but scored 228 runs more. 

Yes, Sharma scored 264 in an 
ODI. It established a new record 
for the highest ever innings, but 
in the world we now live in don’t 
expect it to last for ever. 

Once upon a time, a batsman 
reaching 50 in one day cricket in 
42 balls would have been consid¬ 
ered quick scoring. 

Now a century in that amount 
of deliveries is hardly a rarity - 
as Afridi showed at Derby earlier 
this week. 

Gayle holds the world record for 
the fastest T20 century ever - off 
just 30 balls while playing for Roy¬ 
al Challengers Bangalore in the 
Indian Premier League in 2013. 

Afridi’s rapid hundred was the 
joint fourth quickest in English 
T20 in terms of balls faced. 

Aussie Andrew Symonds holds 
the record for a 34-ball century for 
Kent at Maidstone in 2004. 

Sussex’ Scott Styris reached 
three figures off 37 balls at Hove 
in 2012, and Northants’ David 
Willey hit a 40-ball century three 
years later, also at Hove. 

These are just a few examples of 
rapid scoring that legends of the 
game such as Botham, Richards, 
Greenidge and Lloyd never got 
near achieving. 

Bowlers might not like it, but 
we cricket supporters are living 
in a golden age of big hitting. 


Dimi's got 
best figures 

Dimi Mascarenhas holds 
the record for the best 
T20 bowling figures for 
Hampshire. 

The all-rounder bagged 5-14 
against Sussex at Hove in the 
second year of the English 
T20 tournament in 2004. 

Since then, the next best 
figures are Liam Dawson’s 
5-17 against Somerset at The 
Ageas Bowl in 2016. 

FOUR OR MORE 
WICKETS FOR 
HAMPSHIRE 

5-14 AD Mascarenhas v Sussex, Hove 2004 
5-17 LA Dawson v Somerset, Ageas Bowl, 
2016 

5-19 DR Briggs v Durham, Rose Bowl, 2011 
5-20 Shahid Afridi v Gloucestershire, Rose 
Bowl, 2011 

4-10 SP Jones v Barbados, Antigua, 
2010/11 

4-12 SM Ervine v Gloucestershire, Bristol, 
2010 

4-15 H Riazuddin v Windward Islands, 
Bridgetown 2010/11 

4-16 SM Ervine v Middlesex, Uxbridge, 
2009 

4-16 CP Wood v Glamorgan, Cardiff 2015 
4-17 DR Briggs v Sussex, Hove, 2011 



Dimi Mascarenhas. 


4-19 LA Dawson v Kent, Canterbury, 2013 
4-20 Shahid Afridi v Glamorgan, Cardiff 
2017 

4-22 DJ Thornely v Kent, Beckenham, 
2006 

4-23 AD Mascarenhas v Sussex, Rose 
Bowl, 2006 

4-23 LA Dawson v Glamorgan, Ageas 
Bowl, 2016 

4-24 DR Briggs v Glamorgan, Rose Bowl, 
2011 

4-24 CP Wood v Kent, Canterbury, 2014 
4-25 CT Tremlett v Essex, Chelmsford, 
2008 

4-26 Shahid Afridi v Kent, Ageas Bowl, 
2017 

4-28 GA Lamb v Kent, Rose Bowl, 2005 
4-28 DR Briggs v Sussex, Ageas Bowl, 2014 
4-37 RJ Logan v Surrey, Brit Oval, 2005 
4-37 Yasir Arafat v Somerset, Ageas Bowl, 
2015 

MOST T20 WICKETS 
FOR HAMPSHIRE 

119 DR Briggs 
96 CP Wood 
94 AD Mascarenhas 
64 LA Dawson 
50 SM Ervine 
43 DG Cork 
40 Shahid Afridi 
35 WR Smith 
30 BV Taylor 
30 CT Tremlett 
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Wickets best 
for Danny 

Danny Briggs holds the record for 
the most T20 wickets in a single 
season. The former England spinner 
bagged 31 in 2010, the year 
Hampshire first win the silverware. 

Briggs also took 23 wickets in 
2011. 

MOST WICKETS 
IN A SEASON 
FOR HAMPSHIRE 


31 - DR Briggs 2010 
23-DR Briggs2011 
21 - AD Mascarenhas 2011 
21 - DR Briggs 2014 
20-CP Wood 2010 
20-WR Smith 2014 
19-LA Dawson 2016 
18-MT Coles 2014 
18-CP Wood 2015 
18-DR Briggs2015 
17- Shahid Afridi 2011 
17-Imran Tahir 2011 
17-DG Cork 2011 
17-CP Wood 2014 
17 - Yasir Arafat 2015 
17-MS Crane 2017 

MOST T20 
WICKET-KEEPING 
DISMISSALS 
FOR HAMPSHIRE 



Danny Briggs. 


44 N Pothas 
32 AJA Wheater 
26 MD Bates 
10 LD McManus 
5 DA Kenway 


MOST T20 CATCHES 
FOR HAMPSHIRE 


70 JM Vince 
49 SM Ervine 
41 LA Dawson 
37 MA Carberry 
33 JHK Adams 
29 CP Wood 
20 CC Benham 

HIGHEST T20 
SCORES V 
HAMPSHIRE 


220-4 Somerset, Taunton, 2010 
212-5 Essex, Chelmsford, 2015 
210-6 Middlesex, Rose Bowl, 2005 
205-5 Sussex, Hove 2007 
204-6 Sussex Hove 2008 
204-9 Somerset, Taunton, 2017 
204-6 Sussex, Hove 2008 
204-9 Somerset, Taunton 2017 
203-5 Sussex, Ageas Bowl, 2012 
201-4 Lancashire, Ageas Bowl, 2013 
200-8 Surrey, Oval, 2010 
200-6 Sussex, Hove 


HANTS CRICKET 



Hants head back 



Simon 

Carter 


HAMPSHIRE are through to a 
seventh T20 Finals Day in eight 
years. 

Shahid Afridi’s remarkable cen¬ 
tury at Derby on Tuesday enabled 
the county to post their highest 
ever score in the shortest format 
of the game. 

But, of course, cricket is a team 
game and here the Sports Pink 
looks at all the men who have ap¬ 
peared for Hampshire in this sea¬ 
son’s NatWest Blast as the county 
chase a third tournament success. 

Kyle Abbott 

The South African - playing as 
Kolpak, so not counted as an over¬ 
seas import - took a respectable 13 
wickets in the group games, albe¬ 
it at a rather expensive 32.38 each. 

His strike rate of a wicket every 
22 balls was in line with his T20 
career average of 22.15 (over 107 
games), and his economy rate of 
8.83 was higher than his career 
average of 8.08. 

Abbott’s best group perfor¬ 
mance was his 3-26 against Mid¬ 
dlesex at Lord’s, where he helped 
mop up the tail. 

Tom Alsop 

The 21-year-old top scored with 
64 out of a team total of 126 when 
he made his first T20 Blast ap¬ 
pearance of 2017 against Sussex 
at The Ageas Bowl. 

Coming in at No 3, he ended 
the group stage well - scoring 28 
v Glamorgan, 32 v Kent and a top 
score of 36 (out of a team total of 
just 91) v Somerset. 

Alsop top scored with 277 
runs at 55.40 to help Hampshire 
through to the 2nd XIT20 final. 

George Bailey 

The Australian scored an un¬ 
beaten 37 on his Hampshire T20 
debut to help set up victory at 
Glamorgan. 

Though he was to suffer a run 
of 6,8,6 and 0 in successive in¬ 
nings, he returned to form with a 
T20 career best 89 not out against 
Essex - though Hampshire still 
lost. 

Unbeaten knocks of 25 (v Glam¬ 
organ) and 16 (v Kent) helped his 
county over the finishing line in 
the next two games, though. 

He finished the group stage as 
Hampshire’s second highest run- 
scorer, with 270 from 13 innings at 
33.75. 

Gareth Berg 

The 36-year-old all-rounder was 
a T20 regular this summer, play¬ 
ing in 12 group games. 

His 12-wicket haul was satisfac¬ 


tory - just one wicket fewer than 
Kyle Abbott despite bowling 51 
fewer deliveries. 

Berg is no mug with the bat - he 
boasts a highest T20 score of 90 - 
and he managed a top score of 31 
from six innings. 

Michael Carberry 

The former England Test bats¬ 
man has almost 3,700 T20 runs to 


his name at an average of over 31. 

But he was restricted, due to 
injury, to only six group games 
in 2017, though he still scored 202 
runs at just over 40 - including 77 
against Middlesex. 

Carberry was back to take his 
place in a strong-looking top or¬ 
der at Derby on Tuesday, though 
the main work had already been 
done by the time he walked to the 


crease. 

Mason Crane 

The 20-year-old has had a sen¬ 
sational year, from playing in 
the Sheffield Shield in Australia 
to making his senior interna¬ 
tional debut for England. Now the 
leg-spinner is preparing for his 
first T20 Finals Day outing after 
emerging as a key member of the 
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Looking back 
at T20 finals 


to Finals Day... 



Hampshire attack in 2017. Crane 
bagged 15 wickets in the group 
games, and took 2-33 at Derby af¬ 
ter being made available by the 
ECB. His economy rate of 6.94 is 
the best by any Hampshire bowl¬ 
er in the T20 Blast this summer. 

Liam Dawson 

Restricted to seven T20 ap¬ 
pearances due to his England 


commitments this year, Dawson 
still took 12 wickets at 16.95. His 
economy rate of 7.17 was bettered 
only among his county colleagues 
by Crane. Didn’t get much of a 
chance to showcase his batting, 
with 42 runs from five innings. 

Calvin Dickinson 

The South African-born wicket¬ 
keeper/batsman got his chance at 


the top of the order after Lewis 
McManus suffered a broken fin¬ 
ger. 

It was a chance he took with re¬ 
markable results. 

After making only three on de¬ 
but against Glamorgan, in his sec¬ 
ond innings he smashed 51 off 24 
balls against Kent at Canterbury 
with eight fours and two sixes. 

The 20-year-old has spent the 


summer playing for Lymington 
in the Southern Premier League, 
where he has scored 302 runs in 
nine innings. 

His 71 against Alton remains 
the highest of his four half centu¬ 
ries, while a week before his Can¬ 
terbury innings he cracked an 
unbeaten 65 off 38 balls against St 
Cross. 

Dickinson also played 10 games 
for Hampshire as they reached 
the T20 2nd XI final, but only av¬ 
eraged 18.5 with the bat. 

Fidel Edwards 

The West Indian quick made 
just one T20 appearance, failing 
to take a wicket. 

Sean Ervine 

No player has appeared in more 
T20 games for Hampshire than 
Ervine. 

Used only as a batsman in 10 
matches this summer, he aver¬ 
aged only 10.83. 

Ian Holland 

The American-born, Australi¬ 
an-raised all-rounder made just 
a solitary T20 appearance in the 
group stages, taking 1-33 and not 
being required to bat. 

lake Lintott 

The 23-year-old slow left armer 
made a surprise T20 Blast debut 
against the county of his birth in 
the final group game. 

Taunton-born Lintott took 1-24 
off three overs after being handed 
a chance following his impressive 
performances in the 2nd XI. 

He was Hampshire 2nd XI’s sec¬ 
ond highest wicket-taker with 13 
as they reached the final of the 
2nd XIT20 competition. 

Only three players in the tour¬ 
nament took more wickets - one 
of which was fellow Hampshire 
slow bowler Brad Taylor (16). 

Taylor’s season was ended last 
month when he suffered an an¬ 
kle injury during 2nd XI fielding 
practice. But for that, he might 
have got a run-out in the first XI 
at some point. 

Lewis McManus 

The 22-year-old began the T20 
summer by hammering five sixes 
in a career best 59 at Glamorgan. 
He was a regular until suffering a 
finger injury that has now ruled 
him out for the rest of the season. 

Rilee Roussow 

Hampshire have not had much 
luck with injuries this summer - 
though they haven’t suffered as 
much as they did in 2016 - and Ros- 
sow (like Abbott, a South African 
playing as a Kolpak) was another 
to see his season ended early with 
a hand injury. 

Continued on page 34 


HAMPSHIRE are aiming to follow 
Leicestershire’s lead next weekend 
and become only the second county 
to win three T20 tournaments. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks back 
at all the T20 finals in England so far 

2003 

AM Brown hit an unbeaten 55 as 
Surrey romped to victory in the first 
ever T20 final at Trent Bridge. 

After Warwickshire had been 
dismissed for 115 (James Ormond 
4-11), Brown’s 34 ball knock helped 
Surrey romp to a nine wicket victory. 

They won needing just 10.5 overs 
of their allocated 20. 

2004 

Australian Brad Hodge was 
Leicestershire’s star as they denied 
Surrey a second successive title at 
Edgbaston. 

AM Brown again top scored for 
Surrey, this time with 64, as they 
posted 168-6. 

Man of the match Hodge’s 
unbeaten 77 off 53 balls guided 
Leicestershire to a seven wicket 
success with five balls remaining. 

2005 

South African legend Graeme 
Smith struck an unbeaten 64 as 
Somerset defeated Lancashire by 



Shaun Udal 


seven wickets at The Oval. 

Richard Johnson’s 3-26 had helped 
restrict Lancashire to 114-8 in a 
game reduced to 16 overs a side, 
Australian Stuart Law hitting 59. 

2006 

Leicestershire became the first 
county to win the T20 twice, 
defeating midlands rivals 
Nottinghamshire in a thrilling final at 
Trent Bridge. 

Darren Maddy (86) and Jim Allenby 
(84) helped Leicestershire post 
177-2 - with Steven Fleming hitting 
53 as Notts fell just short on 173-8. 

2007 

Matthew Walker hit 45 as Kent 
defeated Gloucestershire by four 
wickets at Edgbaston. 

Gloucestershire had posted 146-8 
with Kiwi Hamish Marshall (65) top 
scoring. 

2008 

Hampshire legend Shaun Udal 
returned to the Ageas Bowl to 
skipper Middlesex to victory in the 
final over Kent. 

Owais Shah - later to play for 
Hampshire - top scored with 73 off 
35 balls as Middlesex posted 187-6. 

Rob Key hit 52 in reply as Kent fell 
just three runs short. 

Udal took 1-21 off his four overs. 

Continued on page 34 
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Cook's huge 
Test totals 

ALISTAIR Cook now has four 
of the highest 21 England Test 
innings of all time after his 
243 against the West Indies at 
Edgbaston. 

His highest remains the 294 he 
scored at the same venue against 
India six years ago. 

England’s leading runscorer of 
all time also scored 263 against 
Pakistan in Abu Dhabi in 2015/16, 
and 235 not out against Australia 
in Brisbane in 2010/11. 

Here, the Sports Pink lists 
England’s highest Test innings 

364 L Hutton v Australia, Oval, 
1938 

336* WR Hammond v New 
Zealand, Auckland 1932/33 

333 GA Gooch v India, Lord’s, 
1990 

325 A Sandham v West Indies, 
Kingston 1929/30 

310* JH Edrich v New Zealand, 
Headingley, 1965 

294 AN Cook v India Edgbaston, 
2011 

287 RE Foster v Australia, 
Sydney, 1903/04 

285* PBH May v West Indies, 
Edgbaston, 1957 



England captain Alistair Cook 


278 DCS Compton v Pakistan, 
Trent Bridge, 1954 
263 AN Cook v Pakistan, Abu 
Dhabi 2015/16 

262* DL Amiss v West Indies, 
Kingston 1973/74 
258 TW Graveney v West Indies, 
Trent Bridge, 1957 
258 BA Stokes v South Africa, 
Cape Town, 2015/16 
256 KF Barrington v Australia, 
Old Trafford, 1964 
254 JE Root v Pakistan, Old 
Trafford, 2016 

251 WR Hammond v Australia, 
Sydney, 1928/29 
246* G Boycott v India, 
Headingley, 1967 
243 E Paynter v South Africa, 
Durban 1938/39 
243 AN Cook v West Indies, 
Edgbaston, 2017 
240 WR Hammond v Australia, 
Lord’s, 1938 

235* AN Cook v Australia, 
Brisbane, 2010/11 
235 IR Bell v India, Oval, 2011 
231* WR Hammond v Australia, 
Sydney, 1936/37 
227 WR Hammond v New 
Zealand, Christchurch, 1932/33 
227 KP Pietersen v Australia, 
Adelaide, 2010/11 
226 KP Pietersen v West Indies, 
Headingley, 2007 
226 ML Trott v Bangladesh, 
Lord’s, 2010 


Cobb stars with bat and ball in T20 finals 


from page 33 

2009 

West Indian Dwayne Smith struck 59 off 
26 balls as Sussex romped to victory over 
Somerset at Edgbaston. 

Smith’s knock helped Sussex post 172- 
7, before James Kirtley bagged 3-9 as 
Somerset were skittled for 109. 

2010 

One of the most dramatic finals of all 
time saw Hampshire win the silverware 
for the first time. 

They defeated Somerset at their home 
Ageas Bowl ground by virtue of losing 
fewer wickets after both teams had 
scored 173. 

Somerset lost six wickets (Craig 
Kieswetter 71 off 59 balls) while 
Hampshire only lost five. Neil McKenzie 


top scored for the winners with 52. 

2011 

Somerset lost in the final for the third 
year running, while Leicestershire won 
the cup for the third time. 

Will Jefferson top scored with 35 as 
Leicestershire posted 145-6. 

Man of the match Josh Cobb’s 4-22 
burst saw Somerset restricted to 127-9. 

2012 

Hampshire won the tournament for the 
second time in three years, in the first 
final held in Cardiff. 

Jimmy Adams top scored with 45 in 
Hampshire’s 150-6 total, with Yorkshire 
falling 10 runs short despite South 
African David Miller, the man of the 
match, hitting an unbeaten 72 off 46 
balls. Chris Wood (3-26) was Hampshire’s 


best bowler. 

Chris Wood 3/26 (4 overs) 

2013 

Man of the match David Willey turned in 
a stunning all-round performance as 
Northants thrashed Surrey at Edgbaston. 

To start with, Willey struck 60 off 27 
balls as Northants posted 194-2. He then 
took 4-9 as Surrey were skittled for just 
92. Ex-Hampshire batsman Glenn Maxwell 
top scored with 29. 

It wasn’t a difficult decision to choose 
the man of the match ... 

2014 

Warwickshire became the second 
county to win the title on home soil after 
beating Lancashire in a high-scoring 
thriller. 

Laurie Evans top scored with 55 as the 


hosts posted 181-5, with Keith Brown’s 55 
holding Lancashire’s 177-8 reply 
together. 

2015 

Lancashire won the T20 for the first 
time, scoring 166-7 against Northants and 
restricting the Steelbacks to 153-6. 

2016 

Josh Cobb starred in a T20 final for the 
second time. 

After helping Leicestershire win in 2011 
as a bowler, his batting ability helped 
Northants beat Durham at Edgbaston. 

Northants were 9-3 replying to 
Durham’s 153-9 - Keaton Jennings hitting 
a 58-ball 88 - before Cobb belted 80 off 
48 balls as Northants won by four 
wickets. 


No end to Topley's 
luckless injury run 



From page 33 

He had regularly given Hamp¬ 
shire quick starts as an opener - a 
couple of scores in the 40s and a 
47-ball 60 in victory at Lord’s - and 
averaged 28.33 from 10 innings. 

Shahid Afridi 

Prior to last Tuesday, ‘Boom 
Boom’s batting had been a huge 
flop, with just 50 runs from seven 
innings. 

Now, though, he has 151 runs 
from eight innings and a place in 
the Hampshire record books as 
the scorer of the county’s fastest 
T20 century Bowling wise, he has 
taken 12 wickets - though eight of 
those came in just two matches. 
Now has 271 T20 wickets - only 
four bowlers have taken more in 
history, with West Indian Dwayne 
Bravo top of the list with a huge 
376-wicket haul. 

Reece Topley 

The luckless former England 
bowler played the first seven 
games of the 2017 T20 Blast before 
suffering yet another injury. 

The seam bowler is out for the 
season after being diagnosed with 
a stress fracture of the back for 
the fourth time in his career. 

Topley has been restricted to 15 
games in his season and a half 
with Hampshire, including just 
three first-class matches. 

He suffered a broken hand on 
debut in April 2016 and also had 
back and shoulder trouble before 
his latest injury 

Topley took seven wickets at 
27.57 and his economy rate of 8.04 
per over was better than all the 


Reece Topley 

other seamers Hampshire used 
this summer. 

lames Vince 


Yet again, the skipper is Hamp¬ 
shire’s most valuable batsman in 
the T20 this summer. 

He has struck four half centu¬ 
ries in his 486-run haul, and he 


hasn’t hung about either - scoring 
them at a rate of 156.77 per 100 
balls. 

Vince’s top score of 2017 so 
far is 81 against Sussex at Hove, 
while his 55 off 46 balls at Derby 
on Tuesday no doubt demoralised 
the home fans even more after Af- 
ridi’s brutal knock. 

It is no coincidence, surely, that 
Vince was restricted to just five 
T20 appearances for Hampshire 
in 2016 due to his Test commit¬ 
ments. And 2016 remains the only 
time in the last eight seasons that 
his county have not reached T20 
Finals Day 

Brad Wheal 

The seamer was only handed 
one chance to impress in the T20 
in 2017, and he didn’t take it - 
claiming 1-45. 

Chris Wood 

The Basingstoke born seam¬ 
er was an integral member of 
Hampshire’s T20 winning sides 
of 2010 and 2012. 

It was quite some introduction 
to the shortest format for Wood, 
who only made his T20 debut for 
the county in the first game of the 
2010 group campaign. 

A knee injury ruled him out 
of the entire 2016 tournament, 
which no doubt contributed to 
Hampshire failing to reach Finals 
Day for the first time since his T20 
debut. 

He only managed six wickets 
in seven group games, averaging 
24.00 apiece. His economy rate of 
9.33 runs per over was the second 
most expensive of any Hampshire 
bowler apart from Brad Wheal. 













SPORTS PINK 


HANTS CRICKET 


Bailey named in World squad 
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George Bailey. 


HAMPSHIRE batsman George Bailey has been 
included in a World XI squad to play a three 
match T20 series against Pakistan in Lahore. 

Bailey is one of three Australians in the 14-man 
squad, which is coached by Andy Flower and 
which will be led by South Africa’s Faf du 
Plessis. 

Former Ageas Bowl favourite Imran Tahir is 
one of five South Africans included, while Paul 
Collingwood is the sole Englishman included. 

Squad: Faf du Plessis, Hashim Amla, Morne 
Morkel, David Miller, Imran Tahir (all South 
Africa), George Bailey, Ben Cutting, Tim Paine 
(all Australia), Darren Sammy, Samuel Badree 
(both West Indies), Thisara Perera (Sri Lanka), 
Tamin Iqbal (Banglades), Grant Elliott (New 
Zealand), Paul Collingwood (England). 

The World XI will play three Twenty20 
Internationals for the Independence Cup against 
Pakistan under lights at the Gaddafi Stadium in 
Lahore on 12,13 and 15 September. 

The series is set to be played with military 
protection and is part of a process aimed at 
bringing international cricket back to Pakistan, 


who have played home games in the UAE since 
gunmen attacked the Sri Lanka team bus in 
2009. 

Du Plessis said: “I am honoured to have been 
appointed as captain of such a diverse, 
attractive and well-balanced side. 

“Like most of the players, I look forward to my 
maiden tour to Lahore and play my part in the 
safe and gradual resumption of international 
cricket in Pakistan. 

“All the members of the squad have complete 
faith and trust in the assessment and judgement 
of the security experts, who have assured us 
that there will be no comprise on the safety and 
security of all those involved in the series. 

“As professionals, we are getting paid to play 
in the series, but the bottom line is that if we 
didn’t feel safe, no amount of money would get 
us there. 

“Playing Pakistan in front of its passionate 
supporters will be a unique occasion. I 
understand the importance of playing in front of 
home crowds and that is something I’m sure the 
Pakistan players will relish.” 


Ill tie my MBE 
round my cat' 


Geoffrey Boycott this week of¬ 
fered an unreserved apology for 
an alleged racist comment. 

It is not the first time the 
76-year-old former Yorkshire and 
England opener has courted con¬ 
troversy 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
back at some previous occasions 
in which his forthright views and 
actions have attracted unwanted 
attention. 

lanuary 1998 

Found guilty of assaulting his 
ex-girlfriend Margaret Moore in 
a French Riviera hotel in October 
1996, and was given a £5,000 fine 
plus a three-month suspended 
prison sentence. He was then 
ordered to pay Miss Moore a 
symbolic FF1 (franc) in damages 
but was left with an estimated 
£500,000 bill in legal costs after 
the Court of Appeal in Aix-en- 
Provence upheld the conviction. 
Speaking outside the court, Boy¬ 
cott said that although he was 
“disappointed and frustrated” at 
the decision, he had no regrets 
about lodging the appeal. “I’ve 
never run away from anything. 
I’ve never hidden. I’ve always 
fronted up. That’s what I’ve done 
today,” he said. “I’m not embar¬ 
rassed about it. I never hit her. I 
will say that till the day I die.” 

lanuary 2007 

Labelled the honours system “a 
joke” following England’s 2006/7 
Ashes whitewash in Australia. 
Clearly unimpressed that every 
player who featured in England’s 
2005 Ashes success had been 
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Geoffrey Boycott 


awarded an MBE, he said after 
the 5-0 drubbing Down Under: 
“People like me played 100 Test 
matches to get one, and (scored) 
8,000 (runs). I didn’t play five Test 
matches and get one. I feel so 
bad about mine I’m going to tie 
it round my cat. It doesn’t mean 
anything any more. It’s a joke.” 

March 2011 

Sparked complaints after be¬ 
ing critical of Michael Yardy fol¬ 
lowing his return home from the 
World Cup suffering from depres¬ 
sion. The outspoken commenta¬ 


tor said the Sussex all-rounder 
was “not good enough”, and sug¬ 
gested he never had to worry 
about a mental battle because he 
was a “better player”. He said: 
“I’ve been, with respect, a better 
player, I’ve been able to hold my 
place in the team for Yorkshire 
and England, so I’ve always got 
picked, played pretty good, so I’ve 
not been in that position where 
my quality of play has been poor 
and it’s got to me mind-wise.” 

October 2011 

Appearing in a civil trial, Boy¬ 
cott gave evidence which a High 
Court judge described as “not al¬ 
ways as impressive” as it could 
have been. Mr Justice Vos said 
the Yorkshireman had been “keen 
to give evidence to help his case” 
and had given “three completely 
different” answers to one ques¬ 
tion. The judge made his com¬ 
ments as he blocked an attempt 
by Boycott to sue solicitors who 
had given advice on a property 
purchase in Poole. 

July 2015 

Prompted complaints after sug¬ 
gesting England bowler Stuart 
Broad was not smacked enough 
as a child while broadcasting for 
BBC Test Match Special. Discuss¬ 
ing what he perceived as Broad’s 
over-eagerness to appeal deci¬ 
sions, Boycott said: “His mum 
didn’t smack him enough when 
he was little, I reckon.” He contin¬ 
ued: “See I grew up in that (era). 
No political correctness then. You 
got a little clip from your mum. 
That sorted you out.” 
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Hampshire 2017 fixtures 


APRIL 

2-4 Cardiff MCCU (h) FR 
Hants 289 (Carberry 100) & 271- 
6d (Vince 90) drew with Cardiff 
98 & 110-2. 

7-10 Yorkshire (a) CC1 
Yorkshire 273 & 187 (Abbott 
7-41), Hants 141 & 321-6 (Adams 
72). Hants won by 4 wickets 

14-17 Middlesex (h) CC1 
Middlesex 456 (Wheal 4-98) & 
278-9 (Abbott 5-59), Hants 438 
(Rossouw 99, Carberry 98). 
Drawn. 

21-24 Yorkshire (h) CC1 
Hants 455 (Vince 147, Berg 
99no), Yorkshire 231 (Berg 4-62) 

6 399-6 (Abbott 3-65). Drawn 

27 Kent (a) 50L 

Kent 258, Hants 260-4 (Alsop 

112no). Hants won by 6 wickets. 

30 Essex (a) 50L 
Essex 304-7, Hants 279 (Vince 
68, Bailey 63). Hants lost by 25 
runs. 

MAY 

3 Middlesex (h) 50L 
Middlesex 295 (Gubbins 114, 
Topley 4-68) beat Hants 146-7 
(Bailey 52no) by 89 runs (D/L) 

7 Gloucestershire (h) 50L 
Hants 239-3 (Vince 89*) beat 
Gloucs 237 (Dawson 3-30) by 7 
wickets 

10 Somerset (a) 50L 
Hants 250-6 (Rossouw 156) beat 
Somerset 249 (Berg 3-44) by 4 
wickets 

12 Glamorgan (h) 50L 
Hants 332-6 (Vince 178) lost to 
Glamorgan 334-7 (Crane 3-69) 
by 3 wickets 

14 Surrey (a) 50L 

Hants 271-8 (Bailey 145no) lost 

to Surrey 238-2 by 66 runs (D/L) 

17 Sussex (h) 50L 
Match abandoned 

19-22 Essex (a) CC1 
Essex 360 (K Abbott 5-58) beat 
Hants 115 & 148 by an innings 
and 97 runs. 

26-29 Somerset (a) CC1 
Hants 162 & 293 (Carberry 51) 
beat Somerset 197 & 168 (Crane 
5-40) by 90 runs 


JUNE 

2-5 Warwickshire (h) CC1 
Hants 515 (Adams 166, Ervine 
203) beat Warwickshire 254 & 
167 (Abbott 4-32) by an innings 
and 94 runs 

8-11 South Africa A (h) Fr 
South Africa A 370-7d & 185-Id 
beat Hampshire 185 & 119 by 
251 runs. 

19-22 Lancashire (a) CC1 
Hants 395 (Bailey 127, Abbott 
97no) & 168 (Berg 49) lost to 
Lancshire 593 (Berg 4-111) by 
an innings and 30 runs 

26-29 Somerset (h) CC1 
Hants 211-9d (Dawson 53) & 
96-5d drew with Somerset 147 
(Berg 4-28, Holland 4-16) & 88-8 
(Berg 3-17). 


JULY 


3-6 Surrey (a) CC1 
Hants 648-7d (Bailey 161, 

Adams 144, Vince 104, Ervine 
83, Holland 53no), Surrey 483 
(Holland 3-37) & 166-3. Draw 

7 Glamorgan (a) T20 
Hampshire 167-5 (McManus 59), 
Glamorgan 145-9 (Afridi 4-20, 
Topley 3-23). Won by 22 runs 

12 Sussex (a) T20 
Hampshire 188-3 (Vince 81, 
Rossouw 44, Carberry 41), 
Sussex 169-7 (Abbott 3-22). 

Won by 19 runs 

14 Middlesex (h) T20 
Hampshire 189-8 (Carberry 77), 
Middlesex 160-7 (Crane 3-17). 
Won by 29 runs 

20 Sussex (h) T20 
Hampshire 126-9 (T Alsop 64), 
Sussex 127-4. Lost by 6 wickets 

21 Essex (a) T20 
Hampshire 124-9 (Carberry 30), 
Essex 129-3. Lost by 7 wickets 

23 Surrey (h) T20 
Match abandoned 

26 Somerset (a) T20 
Somerset 204-9, Hampshire 190 
(L McManus 34). Lost by 14 runs 

28 Gloucestershire (a) T20 
Gloucestershire 174-5, 

Hampshire 121-3. Won on D/L 
Method. 


AUGUST 

I Kent (h) T20 

Kent 159-6 (S Afridi 4-26), 
Hampshire 154-4 (T Alsop 43, G 
Bailey 41). Lost by 5 runs. 

3 Middlesex (a) T20 
Middlesex 136 (K Abbott 3-26), 
Hampshire 137-4 (R Rossouw 
60). Won by 6 wickets. 

4 Essex (h) T20 
Hampshire 168-6 ( G Bailey 
89no), Essex 169-6 (L Dawson 
3-41). Lost by 4 wickets. 

6-9 Lancashire (h) CC1 
Lancashire 149 (M Crane 3-27) 
& 314-5, Hampshire 224 (L 
Dawson 75). Drawn. 

10 Glamorgan (h) T20 
Glamorgan 118-6 (M Crane 
3-21), Hampshire 119-2 (J Vince 
60no). Won by 8 wickets. 

II Kent (a) T20 

Kent 167-7, Hampshire 171-4 (J 
Vince 55, C Dickinson 51). Won 
by 6 wickets. 

18 Somerset (h) T20 
Somerset 189-3, Hampshire 91. 
Lost by 98 runs. 

22 Derbyshire (A) T20 QF 
Hampshire 249-8 (S Afridi 101, 

J Vince 55), Derbyshire 148 (K 
Abbott 3-25, L Dawson 3-28). 
Won by 101 runs. 


SEPTEMBER 

2 T20 Finals Day 
5-8 Surrey (h) CC1 
12-15 Middlesex (a, tbc) CC1 
19-22 Essex (h) CC1 
25-28 Warwickshire (a) CC1 

Key 

CC1 - County Championship 
division one, 50L - Royal London 
One-Day Cup, T20 - Natwest T20 
Blast 
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The Muse 4 seater removable lounger is a sophisticated, timeless 
design that is made for relaxing, with three complimentary feather-filled 
accent cushions FREE of charge. SALE Price £799. Previous Price £899. 
Save £100. £16.65 a month with NO deposit and 4 years free credit.* 



time to get 
a move on 


Time’s running out fast to get a super-funky-extra-comfy 
stylish-top-quality-bang-on-trend-mega-cool-utterly Fabb 
Sofa for a lot less cash in the Fabb more design 
for less lolly sale. 

It’s not cool to pay over the odds, so get your skates 
on to save, save, save. Time waits for no man. 



Open: 9-8 Mon-Fri. 9-6 Sat. 10.30-5 Sun. (10.30-11 viewing). 


Call or click 01489 789198 | www.fabbsofas.com 


'Subject to acceptance, Fabb Sofas DN6 7FE. 0% APR representative. 
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From a simple door swap to a 
full replacement kitchen™ 




Less hassle. Less time. Less cost... 

Free estimating and planning 

Fitted kitchens or replacement doors & worktops 
Huge choice of doors, worktops, sinks, taps & appliances 
Selection of luxury flooring now available 

DREAM DOORS® 1 


NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 

MENTION THIS ADVERT for your FREE QUOTE 
&/or senior citizen discount 

Call Jane on 02380 274413 

Visit our Showroom: 8 Falkland Court, Falkland Road, 

Proud members of Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh, S053 3GA - FREE PARKING — _ _ 


Che<skatrade.com ] 

Where reputation matters A 



































38 Saturday, August 26, 2017 


SPORTS PINK 


LOCAL CRICKET 



LONGPARISH: Third 
in County Division 
1 going into this 
weekend's final 
round of matches. 
Standing (from 
left): Alex Coetzee, 
Tom Trinder, Jack 
Levy, Scott Sturt, 
Matt Jackman, Ben 
Gardner. Seated: 
Michael Taplin, 
William Samways, 
William de Cani, 
Jonnie Wahid, James 
Bevan 




Ex-SEPLace 
lands South 
Australia deal 

JAKE Winter, who made 
more than 500 Southern 
Premier Division runs for 
South Wilts last summer, 
has been awarded a 
rookie contract by South 
Australia. 

The 20-year-old right- 
hand opening batsman 
(pictured) from Glenelg, 
who has made recent runs 
against both the Pakistan 
and South African touring 
sides in Australia, is 
among six players now on 
Redbacks contracts to have 
played in the Southern 
League. 

Travis Head has 
played regular ODIs and 
T20 internationals for 
Australia since his time at 
Ventnor, while John Dalton 
(Hursley Park), Cameron 
Valente (Totton & Eling), 
and Bashley (Rydal) pair 
Tom Andrews and Patrick 
Page will also be at the 
Adelaide Oval for the 
forthcoming Australian 
season. 


Matt's bid for high 
five under threat 


MATT Metcalfe’s bid to win the 
British Gas Southern Premier 
Division bowling award for a fifth 
time in eight seasons is under 
threat. 

He went into Lymington’s pe¬ 
nultimate match of the season 
against Burridge leading the 
wicket-taking field with 33 vic¬ 
tims. 

But ever-improving South Wilts 
seamer Luke Evans, pictured, 
took the field at Havant only two 
wickets behind, with 31. 

Overseas cricketers, ineligi¬ 
ble for the end-of-season awards, 
lead four of the individual prize 
winning categories, among them 
Australian batting pair Patrick 
Page and Tom Treble, with Bash- 
ley (Rydal) and Rowledge, respec¬ 
tively. 

Leading performers (* * overseas 
player): 

PREMIER DIVISION 

Batting: * Patrick Page (Bashley) 669, 

Ben Walker (Havant) 535, * Logan Van 
Beek (St Cross Symondians) 468, Harry 
Came (St Cross Symondians) 458, Scott 
Myers (Alton) 437, Dan Harris (Alton) 

434. 

Bowling: Matt Metcalfe (Lymington) 

33, Luke Evans (South Wilts) 31, Chris 
Morgan (Havant) 27, * Brighton Mugochi 
(Burridge) 27, Sullivan White (Burridge) 
25, James Hibberd (South Wilts) 24. 
Wicketkeeping: Jez Bulled (Havant) 24, 
Tom Arnold (New Milton) 23. 

DIVISION 1 


Mike 

Yimpany 


Batting: * Tom Treble (Rowledge) 632, 

* Fraser Hay (Portsmouth) 577, Ricky 
Rawlins (479), Mitch Stokes (Basingstoke) 
476, Ben Johns (Calmore) 467. 

Bowling: David Griffiths (Basingstoke) 
32, Mark Lavelle (Calmore) 29, * Jack 
Rutter (Calmore) 27, Aniket Divecha 
(Hook) 25, Martyn James (Basingstoke) 
25. 

Wicketkeeping: Josh Buckingham 
(Hook) 22, Chris Park (Bournemouth) 21. 

DIVISION 2 

Batting: * Henry Collier (Hartley 
Wintney) 658, * Mark Mbofana (Totton) 
506, Paul Hawkins (St Cross Symondians 
II) 505, Jeremy Frith (Sparsholt) 498, 
George Marshall (Hambledon) 441. 
Bowling: Jeremy Frith (Sparsholt) 32, 
Robert Pittman (South Wilts II) 29,* 
James Bills (Paultons) 26, Tom Pearce 
(South Wilts II) 26. 

Wicketkeeping: Sam Pittman (South 
Wilts II) 26, Keitjh Trodd (OTR) 20. 

DIVISION 3 

Batting: * Matt Brown (Fawley) 551, 
Tom Lamer (Gosport Borough) 533, * 
James Hortle (Waterlooville) 517, Lee 
Harrop (Gosport Borough) 501. 

Bowling: Archie Reynolds (Waterloov¬ 
ille) 25, Andy Freeman (Fawley) 24, Chris 
Chandler (Basingstoke II) 24, Jon Hudson 
(Waterlooville) 23. 

Wicketkeeping: Chris Oliver (Basing¬ 
stoke II) 20, Patrick Lewis (Bashley II) 19, 
Kieron Earl (Fawley) 19. 
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Championship fight 
goes down to wire 



Zac Millar hit 83 for Hythe & Dibden while Cam Mitchell, inset, hit a rapid 74for Ryde 


Mike 

Vimpany 

PORTSMOUTH & Southsea will 
be County Division 1 champions 
if they beat St Cross Symondians 
in their final match at St James’ 
Park. 

They took a handy bonus points 
lead - eight over Lymington II 
and 11 over Longparish - into the 
game. 

Realistically, P&S will have to 
lose and their two title rivals win 
if the championship race is to 
have a late twist. 

Both Portsmouth & Southsea 
and Lymington enjoyed round 16 
wins, while Longparish suffered 
the cruel misfortune of having 
their match at Sarisbury Athletic 
washed out by a lunchtime cloud¬ 
burst. 

P&S chased down a Burridge 
total of 193 (Suji Wickramasinghe 
61) to win by eight wickets - Steve 
Clements (62) and Jack Davies 
(52) scoring the runs. 

Lymington proved too strong 
for Fareham & Crofton’s young 
side, which had won nine of its 
previous 11 matches and were 
sixth before the start. 

Billy Quigley (52) raised his run 
tally for the season to 767 and en¬ 
joyed a fruitful stand with Jack 
Roberts (44) as Lymington took 
control. 

Teens Josh Royan (33), Harry 
Fisher (22) and Kieron Moors (23) 
all chipped in as Lymington bat¬ 
ted Fareham out of the contest at 
247-9. 

Fareham lost four cheap wick¬ 
ets before Luke Cornish (46) gave 
their final 155 an air of respect¬ 
ability. 

With Sarisbury already relegat¬ 
ed, Longparish could reasonably 
have anticipated a significant 
point haul from their Allotment 
Road visit - but a lunchtime rain 
storm up paid to that. 

“The postponement felt like 
a loss,” sighed Parish’s Will de 
Cani, who also missed out on a 
chance to overhaul Ryde’s Ben 
Wadmore in the County 1 run 
stakes. 

De Cani had scored 627 runs 
compared with Wadmore’s 666 
going into today’s final round of 
matches. 

Longparish trailed Lymington 
by three points at lunchtime to¬ 
day - but Oli Kelly’s side faced a 
stern challenge at fourth-placed 
Hook & Newnham Basics II, who 
rolled relegation threatened New 
Milton by 48 runs last time out, 
with teenager Jack Robson’s 55 
the highest score of the match. 

Ropley dropped to seventh spot 


after a 97-run defeat by Ryde, who 
celebrated their first win since 
July 1. 

Ropley enjoyed an early success 
when Ed Stennett (2-52) trapped 
opener Ellis Ridett leg before, but 
the Ryde innings gradually gained 
momentum, initially through Joe 
Martin (38), but more specifically 
Cam Mitchell, on teaching leave 
from Yorkshire and making his 
first appearance of the season. 

Mitchell cracked four sixes and 
seven fours in a 62-ball 74, which 
set the platform for Stuart Rob¬ 
ertson (54) and Ashley Goldsmith 
(47) to apply the long handle and 
hoist Ryde’s total to 281-8. 

Australian Jack Ireland (66) and 
Chris Rait (35) progressed Rop- 
ley’s response to 110-2 at drinks, 
but Mitchell (3-6) and Goldsmith 
(4-42) carved through the remain¬ 
der of the hosts’ batting to leave 
Ropley 97 runs short at 184 all out. 

Opener Paul Longland (88 not 
out) batted throughout OTR’s 235 
at Shrewton, where his ninth- 
wicket stand with Mike Trodd 


(42) gave the visitors’ attack some¬ 
thing to bowl at. 

Dan Bingley (32) and Stu Cruse 
(33) overcame two early Sherwton 
losses, but after a handy knock by 
Jason Plant (27), it needed Chris 
Brewer (47) and Marcus Jenkins 
(45) to get their heads down and 
secure a home victory with only 
three balls of a rain-trimmed 45- 
over encounter left. 

Bishop’s Waltham ended their 
recent lean run with a 102-run 
win over Ventnor II, who will be 
relegated tonight if results go the 
wrong way. 

United Services will send them 
packing if they win their last 
match against already doomed 
Sarisbury Athletic and Ventnor 
fail to beat Fareham & Crofton at 
Steephill. 

Phil Baldock (60) held BW to¬ 
gether after three wickets fell for 
eight runs after a near century 
stand with Andy Wakeley (39). 

Sam Medhurst (49) and Adam 
Wymbs (38) helped the Albany 
hosts on to 255-6 off a rain- 


trimmed 45 overs. 

Mark Fletcher used his ex¬ 
perience, batting the length of 
Ventnor’s 153 reply with an un¬ 
beaten 71. 

But US didn’t do themselves any 
favours by failing to defend 192- 
9 (John Parker 59) and losing by 
five-wickets to St Cross Symondi¬ 
ans III, for whom Morgan Smith 
and Stephen Fryer hit unbeaten 
half-centuries. 

If the Hampshire League made 
a team of the month award 
(which they don’t and never 
have), Rowledge seconds would be 
near certain winners. 

A month ago and after ten suc¬ 
cessive losses, they were doomed 
- but they’ve since put three 
straight wins on the board and 
have moved out of immediate 
danger. 

Sam Marshall’s maiden cen¬ 
tury (120) took Rowledge to a win¬ 
ning 256-8 against visiting Hythe 
& Dibden, whose 237-8 response 
was well served by Zac Millar’s 83 
and a fifty by James Page. 



Oaks power 
through 

FAIR Oak and Sarisbury 
Athletic are through to 
next Sunday’s Hampshire 
Under-19 T20 Super Sixes 
finals at New Milton - one 
after a walkover, the other a 
thriller. 

Oaks trampled all over 
visiting New Milton, 
skittling the junior Green & 
Golds for a dismal 37, with 
Fletcha Middleton taking 
3-13 and left-armer Gregor 
McKenzie 2-4. 

Charlie Gwynn hit 33 
of the 38 runs Fair Oak 
needed. 

Luke Perry scrambled 
a two off the last ball to 
give Sarisbury Athletic a 
nail biting two-wicket win 
over Hartley Wintney at 
Allotment Road. 

Chasing down HW’s 103 
(Duncan Ashworth 34), 

SA lost their Hampshire 
Under-17 star Oli Southon, 
bowled first ball by 
the promising Harry 
Broderick, who also nipped 
out Fareham & Crofton 
teammate Viraat Sahu. 

Jamie Dunn’s 34 rescued 
Sarisbury, who lost five 
more wickets before Perry 
got them across the line... 
just! 

Calmore Sports host 
St Cross Symondians at 
Loperwood Park on Monday 
(noon) for the right to join 
Bournemouth in next 
Sunday’s Fernhill finals. 

One victory 
from title 

PARLEY were on the brink 
of becoming Hampshire 
League County Division 2 
champions going into this 
weekend’s final round of 
matches. 

A win at Redlynch & 

Hale would ensure Parley 
finished above Easton 
& Martyr Worthy and 
Ferndown Wayfarers, who 
were going head-to-head 
at Dolmans Farm for the 
probable runners-up spot. 

T20 finals 

BASINGSTOKE’S 
picturesque May’s Bounty 
ground is set to host two 
T20 Cup finals on Sunday 
morning. 

The Guy Jewell Cup final 
between Basingstoke & 
North Hants and Hook & 
Newnham Basics starts 
at 11am, while 30 minutes 
later on the adjoining 
Castle Field the Cyril 
Thompson Plate final 
features Oakley v Overton, 
11.30am. 

Admission is free and full 
bar and catering facilities 
will be available. 









40 Saturday, August 26, 2017 


SPORTS PINK 


OAKWOOD YOUTH FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT 



Romsey Town 


Oakwood Wolves 


Sholing Whites 


Fareham Town 



Lakewood Panthers 


Pace Jaguars 


Oak Jets 
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OAKWOOD YOUTH FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT 




Chamberlayne AFC 


Hythe & Dibden Sonics 



BTC 



Bursledon Rockets 



Fawley Falcon Hunters 



Southbrook Pirates 



Pace 



Oakwood Lions 
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Rooney joins Shearer in the 200 club 


Wayne Rooney has become only 
the second player to score 200 
Premier League goals. 

The striker has scored in his 
first two games after returning to 
his boyhood club Everton to 
reach a landmark previously only 
achieved by Alan Shearer. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at a 
career breakdown of Rooney’s 
Premier League goals. 

CAREER RECORD 
Games: 462 
Goals: 200 



Alan Shearer 


Wayne Rooney this week joined 
Alan Shearer in a small club of 
only two players to have scored 200 
Premier League goals. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at the 
league’s top 10 scorers since its in¬ 
ception in 1992: 

1 Alan Shearer (Blackburn, New¬ 
castle) 260 

2 Wayne Rooney (Everton, Man¬ 
chester United) 200 


3 Andrew Cole (Newcastle, 
Manchester United, Blackburn, 
Fulham, Manchester City, Ports¬ 
mouth) 187 

4 Frank Lampard (West Ham, 
Chelsea, Manchester City) 177 

5 Thierry Henry (Arsenal) 175 

6 Robbie Fowler (Liverpool, 
Leeds, Manchester City) 163 

7 Jermain Defoe (West Ham, Tot¬ 


tenham, Portsmouth, Sunderland) 
158 

8 Michael Owen (Liverpool, New¬ 
castle, Manchester United, Stoke) 
150 

9 Les Ferdinand (QPR, Newcas¬ 
tle, Tottenham, West Ham, Leices¬ 
ter, Bolton) 149 

10 Teddy Sheringham (Notting¬ 
ham Forest, Tottenham, Manches¬ 
ter United, Portsmouth, West Ham) 


CLUB 

For Everton: 17 goals 

For Manchester United: 183 

Rooney’s United goal tally is the 
most in the Premier League by 
any player for any one single 
club. 

FAVOURITE OPPONENTS 

14 goals: Newcastle 

13: Aston Villa 

11: Arsenal, Tottenham, West 
Ham 

10: Fulham, Portsmouth 

9: Bolton, Manchester City 


Rooney has scored Premier 
League goals against 35 different 
opponents in all. 



SEASON BY SEASON 

2002- 03: 6 

2003- 04: 9 

2004- 05:11 

2005- 06:16 

2006- 07:14 

2007- 08:12 

2008- 09:12 

2009- 10: 26 

2010 - 11:11 

2011- 12:27 

2012- 13:12 

2013- 14:17 

2014- 15:12 

2015- 16: 8 

2016- 17: 5 

2017- 18:2 

SCORED WITH... 

Right foot: 156 
Left foot: 23 
Head: 21 

# 78 per cent of Rooney’s 
Premier League goals have come 
with his right foot. 

VENUE 
Home: 109 
Away: 91 

• Of the 26 players with 100 or 
more Premier League goals, only 
Ryan Giggs has scored more 
goals away than at home. 


Rooney at the head 
of England's top 10 



England's top two scorers - Sir Bobby Charlton and Wayne Rooney. 



Gary Lineker, right, celebrates one of his 48 England goals. 


England’s record goalscorer 
Wayne Rooney has announced 
his retirement from international 
football at the age of 31. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
the Three Lions’ top 10 all-time 
scorers. 

Wayne Rooney - 53 

Became the first England player 
to reach a half century of inter¬ 
national goals when he netted 
against Switzerland at Wembley 
in September 2015. 

Retired from international foot¬ 
ball with 119 caps - just six behind 
record holder Peter Shilton. 

Scored his first international 
goal against Macedonia in Sep¬ 
tember 2003, and his last in the 
Euro 2016 humiliation by Iceland. 

Bobby Charlton - 49 

The Manchester United legend 
had held the England goalscoring 
record since 1968 prior to Rooney 
beating his record. 

Between 11 June 1970 to 14 
June 1973, Charlton was the most 
capped England player as well as 
the top scorer. 

Gary Lineker - 48 

Scored his goals in only 80 ap¬ 
pearances, with all his goals 
coming in the space of just seven 
years - from his first in March 1985 
to his last in April 1992. Famously 
missed a penalty against Brazil 
in 1992 that would have seem him 
equal Charlton’s record. 

Jimmy Greaves - 44 

Scored a hat-trick against 
Northern Ireland in 1964 to over¬ 
take Bobby Charlton. Held the re¬ 
cord for four years until Charlton 
regained it. 

Remarkably scored his goals in 
just 57 appearances. 


Michael Owen - 40 

Became a global name in the 
1998 World Cup finals in France, 
when he scored a stunning indi¬ 


vidual goal against Argentina. 
Would surely have broken Charl¬ 
ton’s record long before Rooney 
did, but for a series of injuries. 

Tom Finney - 30 


The Preston legend scored his 
goals in 76 appearances. 

Nat Lofthouse - 30 

The Bolton Wanderers man 
grabbed all his goals in the space 
of just 33 games for his country. 

Alan Shearer - 30 

Was at Saints when he scored 
his first England international 
goal, on his debut at Wembley in 
a 2-0 win against France in 1992. 

Scored just five times in his first 
23 internationals, prior to Euro 
96. Then struck 25 times in his 
last 37 games before announcing 
his international retirement after 
Euro 2000. 

Viv Woodward - 29 

Struck his goals in just 23 ap¬ 
pearances while playing for Tot¬ 
tenham and Chelsea at the begin¬ 
ning of the 20th century. 

Enjoyed a particularly purple 
patch in 1908 - hitting a hat-trick 
in a 7-1 win against Wales at Car¬ 
diff Arms Park and then netting 
four times in an 11-1 victory over 
Austria in Vienna a few months 
later. 

Cor, those were the days ... 

Steve Bloomer - 29 

Like Woodward, he also scored 
his goals in 23 appearances. 

He scored twice on his debut, 
when England hammered Ireland 
9-0 at Derby in March 1895. 

In his fourth game, in March 
1896, he bagged five goals as Wales 
were humiliated 9-1 at Cardiff 
Arms Park. 

Those were the days as well... 

Frank Lampard - 29 

The Chelsea legend scored his 
goals in 106 international appear¬ 
ances. 
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Wayne Rooney - his England numbers 



Wayne Rooney 


Former captain Wayne Rooney 
has retired from international 
football with England. 

Here, Tom White reviews 
Rooney’s international career in 
numbers. 

71 - England wins in which 
Rooney appeared, with 29 draws 
and 19 defeats. 

53 - Rooney’s England-record goal 
haul. 

7 - Only seven of his goals 
have come at the final stages of 


international tournaments, four of 
them as an 18-year-old at Euro 2004. 

1 - He has scored only once at a 
World Cup, against Uruguay in 2014. 

6 - Rooney has played in six major 
tournaments. 

22 - He has led England out as 
captain 22 times. 

17 - Rooney made his 
international debut as a substitute 
in a friendly against Australia in 
February 2003 aged 17 years and 


111 days - an England record at 
the time, since surpassed by Theo 
Walcott. 

6 - Rooney played under half a 
dozen England managers - Sven- 
Goran Eriksson, Steve McClaren, 
Fabio Capello, Roy Hodgson, Sam 
Allardyce and Gareth Southgate. 

12 & 2 - Having been sent off 
against Portugal in the 2006 World 
Cup and again in a Euro 2012 
qualifier in Montenegro, Rooney 
also has 12 yellow cards in his 
international career. 


Rooney's 3 Lions 
highs and lows 



Wayne Rooney scores one of his 53 England goals. 


Wayne Rooney has retired from 
international football after 119 
appearances. 

The striker has scored 53 times 
for his country, making him Eng¬ 
land’s all-time record goalscorer. 

Here we look at the highs and 
lows of his international career. 

HIGH 

Becomes the youngest player 
to play for England in February 
2003 at 17 years and 111 days in a 
friendly defeat against Australia. 

HIGH 

In September of that year, at 
17 years and 317 days, becomes 
youngest player to score for Eng¬ 
land with the equaliser in a 2-1 
away win over Macedonia in a 
Euro 2004 qualifying match. 

HIGH 

Sets the record for the youngest 
scorer in finals history with two 
in the 3-0 win over Switzerland 
at Euro 2004 in Portugal. Goes on 
to score twice in England’s final 
group match, a 4-2 win over Croa¬ 
tia. 

LOW 

Suffers a foot injury as England 
lose their Euro 2004 quarter-final 
to hosts Portugal in a penalty 
shoot-out. 

LOW 

Is shown a red card in the 2006 
World Cup quarter-final defeat to 
Portugal for stamping on Ricardo 
Carvalho. To add insult to injury 
England lose on penalties and 
Rooney is fined by FIFA. 

LOW 

Misses out on Euro 2008 as Eng¬ 
land finish third in their quali¬ 


fying group behind Croatia and 
Russia. 

HIGH 

Top-scores for England during 
the 2010 World Cup qualifiers 
with nine goals. 

HIGH 

Captains England for first time 
in 2009 in a friendly against Bra¬ 
zil. 

LOW 

Criticises fans for booing the 
England players after a 0-0 draw 
with Algeria in the second group 
match at the 2010 World Cup. Sub¬ 
sequently apologises for his ac¬ 


tions. 

LOW 

England are eliminated after 
losing 4-1 to Germany in the sec¬ 
ond round, with Rooney scoreless 
through the tournament. 

LOW 

Sent off in a Euro 2012 qualifier 
against Montenegro for a foul on 
Miodrag Dzudovic. 

HIGH 

After missing games against 
France and Sweden, scores the 
only goal of the final group game 
with Ukraine to enable England to 
progress to the 2012 Euro Champi¬ 


onship quarter-finals. 

LOW 

England are knocked out after 
losing a penalty shoot-out 4-2 to 
Italy, despite Rooney netting his 
spot-kick. 

HIGH 

Captains England in a com¬ 
petitive match for the first time, 
scoring twice in a 2014 World Cup 
qualifier against San Marino. 

LOW 

England are eliminated from 
the 2014 World Cup in Brazil after 
finishing last in their group. 

HIGH 

Following Steven Gerrard’s in¬ 
ternational retirement, is named 
as England’s full-time captain by 
Roy Hodgson. He scored the only 
goal against Norway in a friendly. 

HIGH 

Wins his 100th England cap in 
November 2014 and scores a pen¬ 
alty as England defeat Slovenia in 
a Euro 2016 qualifier. 

HIGH 

In September 2015, breaks Bob¬ 
by Charlton’s England scoring re¬ 
cord with his 50th goal in a Euro 
2016 qualifying match against 
Switzerland. 

LOW 

Despite Rooney scoring the 
opening goal, England lose 2-1 to 
Iceland to bow out of Euro 2016. 

HIGH 

Earns his 116th cap in Septem¬ 
ber 2016 to make him England’s 
most-capped outfield player. 


Rooney-his 
career in 
numbers 


Wayne Rooney scored his 
200th Premier League goal 
in Monday night’s 1-1 draw 
at Manchester City. 

Here, the Sports Pink 
looks at his career in 
numbers. 

119 

Appearances for 
England, making him the 
Three Lions’ most capped 
outfield player of all time. 

71 

Number of league and 
cup games Rooney played 
for Everton prior to his 
move to Manchester 
United, in which time he 
managed to score 15 goals. 

27 


The highest tally of 
goals scored by Rooney in 



Wayne Rooney 


a single Premier League 
season (2011-12) and also 
the number of penalties he 
converted for Manchester 
United. 

16 

Rooney was 16 years 
and 360 days old when he 
netted his first Premier 
League goal in October 
2002 to help Everton beat 
Arsenal, making him the 
youngest Premier League 
goalscorer at the time. 

12 

Number of major 
honours he won with the 
Red Devils (five Premier 
League titles, three League 
Cups, one FA Cup, one 
Champions League title, 
one Europa League win 
and one FIFA Club World 
Cup). 

5 


The lowest number of 
Premier League goals 
Rooney netted in a single 
league campaign (2016-17). 
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V 


from page 21 


Chelsea 1 Saints 3 

October 3, 2015 

Saints came from behind 
to record a stunning vic¬ 
tory against the defending 
Premier League champions 
at Stamford Bridge. 

Jose Mourinho’s men 
took an early lead through 
Willian’s free-kick, but 
Steven Davis drove in an 
equaliser before Sadio Mane 
put Saints ahead. 

Graziano Pelle’s angled 
finish sealed a victory which 
remains the only time Saints 
have ever beaten a Jose 
Mourinho team in a league 
or cup game. 

Man Utd 0 Saints 1 

January 23, 2016 

Substitute Charlie Austin 
scored seven minutes into 
his Saints debut as Ronald 
Koeman masterminded a 
second Old Trafford win in 
as many seasons. 



Charlie Austin celebrates his 
Old Trafford winner. 

Austin, a £4m signing from 
Queens Park Rangers earlier 
in the month, rose to head 
home a free-kick in the 87th 
minute. 

United and their manager 
Louis van Gaal were jeered 
by home fans at full-time 
after producing just one shot 
on target in 90 minutes. 

Saints 3 Liverpool 2 

March 20, 2016 

Two goals down after 22 
minutes, Saints were staring 
down the barrel of defeat St 
Mary’s. 

Even more so when 
the clock ticked round to 
64 minutes and Ronald 
Koeman’s men were still 
trailing to those early strikes 
from Philippe Coutinho and 
Daniel Sturridge. 

But Sadio Mane kickstarted 
the comeback before 
Graziano Pelle levelled seven 
minutes from time. 

With excitement now at 
fever pitch, Mane smacked 
home a winner in the 86th 
minute. 


How will Virgil 


Peter 

Howard 



TO judge whether this summer 
transfer window is a success for 
Saints or not will depend on the 
outcome of the Virgil van Dijk 
saga. 

It is a subject that has domi¬ 
nated news nationally the whole 
summer and shows little sign 
of relenting going in to the final 
week of the window. 

There has been a notable dip 
in rumours and speculation as 
Saints again, this time through 
chairman Ralph Krueger, reiter¬ 
ated that Van Dijk was not for 
sale. 

At least not on the cheap any¬ 
way. 

There’s no doubt that Van Dijk 
has not dealt with all this in a sen¬ 
sible way and will, if he does ac¬ 
cept that he’s staying, find it dif¬ 
ficult to reintegrate himself. 

The supporters will undoubt¬ 
edly give him a hard time unless 
he comes out with a full and con¬ 
vincing apology for his displays 
of insubordination. 

That strongly-worded statement 
will likely come back and bite 
him if he’s forced to accept that 
there’s no way out, and Chelsea 
and Liverpool aren’t prepared to 
meet the valuation of the player. 

It shouldn’t be forgotten, 
though, that ultimately Saints 
are much stronger with Van Dijk 
than they are without him. 

A fully fit and focussed Van Dijk 
is a huge asset for Mauricio Pel¬ 
legrino, and could well mean the 
difference between battling for 
Europa League places and not. 

He is a world class defender and 
even if he has been a world class 
pain in the backside to the club 
this transfer window, should be 
welcomed back with open arms 
because he can make a huge dif¬ 
ference. 

Van Dijk can’t exactly afford to 
continue his exile after the trans¬ 
fer window either. After all, 2018 
is a World Cup year and his abil¬ 
ity to get a move will only be ham¬ 
pered by not playing. 

He wouldn’t exactly be able to 
continue to impress his poten¬ 
tial suitors while rotting in the 
stands, or get a call up to the Neth¬ 
erlands team for that matter. 

Away from Van Dijk it’s unclear, 
really, at this stage whether or not 
Saints’ transfer window has been 
a success. 

They’ve spent almost £40m and 
are looking at getting one more 
player in. 

In Jan Bednarek, Mario Lemina 
and Wesley Hoedt they have pur¬ 
chased players with exactly zero 
Premier League experience. 

That is undoubtedly a risk, 



Wesley Hoedt, below left, signed this week for £15m. 


The answer will define 
how successful the 
summer transfer 
window was / j 
for Saints... A I 


which they hope will pay off. 

By not buying players experi¬ 
enced in the ways of the Premier 
League, Saints have managed 
to avoid to extortionate transfer 
fees that accompany dealing with 
other Premier League clubs, who 
have equal amounts of money 
swilling around. 

By going to Serie A and the Pol¬ 
ish League, they have been able 


to get players with potential for 
‘relatively’ low cost. 

It’s a continuation of the same 
policy that they’ve had in recent 
times, plucking foreign recruits 
with the hope that they’ll flourish 
at St Mary’s. 

If they command a high sell on 
fee, then that makes the deal even 
sweeter for them. 

But, like Pierre-Emile Hojbjerg 


and Jordy Clasie, there’s no guar¬ 
antee that they’ll actually be a 
roaring success - or may need to 
be given a considerable amount 
of time to ensure it does work out. 

Bednarek, the Poland Under-21 
international, is considered one 
for the future and will unlikely 
play a prominent role this term. 
He may well be one that will grow 
and get better by making appear- 
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ances for the under-23s, or possi¬ 
bly on loan. 

The 21-year-old, bought for £5m 
from Lech Poznan, produced a 
shaky display against Wolves in 
the League Cup second round de¬ 
feat on his debut and he’ll need 
work to make his stay at Saints a 
success. 

That said, he should be granted 
the benefit of the doubt, consider¬ 


ing he’s a young player without 
any experience of the English 
game. 

Lemina and Hoedt, meanwhile, 
are expected to look the part im¬ 
mediately. 

The former, a centre midfielder, 
was bought for a club record fee, 
which will rise to around £18m, 
from Juventus and made his de¬ 
but against West Ham last week¬ 


end. 

The Gabon international looked 
raw at times but one appearance 
cannot give us a full judgement on 
what he’s like. 

In many ways it’s a strange 
signing, with the central midfield 
position well stocked and Lemina 
a style of player in a similar vein 
to Oriol Romeu, a combative and 
destructive force. 


But the 23-year-old - who will 
turn 24 next Friday - is earmarked 
to be the player that links defence 
to attack and who allows Steven 
Davis to play in the attacking 
three, which is where he is un¬ 
doubtedly at his best. 

His arrival was also a bit of a 
damming verdict on Hojbjerg and 
Clasie’s abilities. 

Fair enough, it’s pretty certain 
that Clasie will leave before the 
end of the window and it’s prob¬ 
ably the best thing for him, con¬ 
sidering he hasn’t ever been able 
to settle in the team, having found 
it hard to find any consistency. 

His departure would be no sur¬ 
prise and it’ll give him the best 
chance to move on from what 
has been a frustrating spell at St 
Mary’s. 

It’s also not great for Hojbjerg, 
who started well last season but 
faded off in the second half of the 
campaign. 

The Denmark international 
was a big prospect when he ar¬ 
rived from Bayern Munich last 
summer. And being that he is still 
only 22, it would be too soon for 
Saints to let him go, considering 
they spent around £12m on him 
only 12 months ago. 

It will be hard for Hojbjerg to 
make an impact, however, and, 
having been left out of the squad 
in every game so far this season, 
will find it even harder with 
Saints having only league games 
until January now. 

Lemina is obviously a big in¬ 
vestment and therefore will be 
given game time. 

Hoedt, meanwhile, who arrived 
for around £15m from Lazio, will 
come in to bolster the central de¬ 
fensive options, of which there is 
already a few. 

The club’s vice chairman of 
football Les Reed wants the 
23-year-old Netherlands interna¬ 
tional to “develop alongside” Van 
Dijk in the team. 

That might mean, if Van Dijk 
does return, and Hoedt becomes 
second-choice, that the days of 
Jack Stephens and Maya Yoshida 
partnering one another might 
well be over. 

Hoedt’s arrival does mean that 
Pellegrino has further centre 
back options, which comes in 
handy if Saints plan to deploy the 
3-4-3 formation again. 

It could be that Hoedt ends 
up playing alongside Van Dijk, 
Yoshida or Stephens as part of a 
back three. 

His arrival would make further 
sense if that were to be the case. 

As for what Saints need in this 
final week of the window, it’s 
clear that a creative force would 
not go amiss. 

Someone with out and out pace 
in the ilk of Sadio Mane would be 
a great addition, although very 
much easier said than done. 


Zlatan's 
honours list 

Zlatan Ibrahimovic has signed a 
one-season deal to return to 
Manchester United after enjoying a 
memorable maiden campaign at Old 
Trafford 

Despite suffering a serious knee 
injury in April which he is still 
recovering from, the former Sweden 
international finished as the club’s 
top scorer with 28 goals in all 
competitions and helped Jose 
Mourinho’s men win three trophies - 
the Europa League, EFL Cup and 
Community Shield. 

Four of his goals came in just two 
games against Saints - two on his 
United home debut, in a 2-0 Old 
Trafford win last August, and two 
more at Wembley in a thrilling 
League Cup final success. 

That meant the 35-year-old has 
picked up winners’ medals in 
Holland, Italy, Spain, France and 
England. 

Here are his major accolades. 

AJAX-4 

Eredivisie - 2001/02, 2003/04 

KNVB Cup-2001/02 

Dutch Super Cup - 2002 

INTER MILAN - 5 


Serie A-2006/07, 2007/08, 
2008/09 

Italian Super Cup - 2006, 2008 



Zlatan Ibrahimovic. 


BARCELONA - 5 


LaLiga-2009/10 
UEFA Super Cup-2009 
Club World Cup-2009 
Spanish Super Cup - 2009, 2010 

AC MILAN - 2 


Serie A-2010/11 
Italian Super Cup - 2011 

PARIS SG -12 


Ligue 1 -2012/13, 2013/14, 
2014/15, 2015/16 
Coupe de France - 2014/15, 
2015/16 

Coupe de la Ligue - 2013/14, 
2014/15, 2015/16 
French Super Cup - 2013, 2014, 
2015 

MAN UNITED - 3 

EFL Cup-2016/17 
Community Shield 2016 
Europa League 2016/17 

# Does not include two Serie A 
titles won at Juventus in 2004/05 & 
2005/06 which were revoked due to 
corruption charges. 
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'Round the Island' 

SATURDAYS September 9 & 16 Leave 10am back 8.45pm 
Fares: Visit Portsmouth £29 Yarmouth £35 

Cruise Round the Isle of Wight £51 SC £49 
Short Trip to Portsmouth 
Children travel free* 

SATURDAYS September 9 & 16 
& FRIDAY September 15 Leave 10am arr P th 11.40am 
Fare: Single Journey to Portsmouth £25 
*One free ticket with every adult ticket purchased 


Isle of Wight • Jurassic Coast 
SUNDAY September 10 Leave 9am back 7.30pm 
SUNDAY September 17 Leave 9am back 9.30pm 
Fares: Visit Yarmouth £35 Swanage £39 

Sept 10 - Cruise Lulworth Cove £49 SC £47 
Sept 17 - Visit Weymouth £51 SC £49 

Needles & Lighthouse 

Senior Special - Buy 7 get 7 half price! 

FRIDAY September 15 Leave 10am back 6.15pm 

Fares: Visit Portsmouth £29 Yarmouth £35 Cruise Needles £43 


Be sure of your tickets Book online at waverleyexcursions.co.uk or call 0845 1 30 4647 



THE SALE WON’T LAST FOREVER 
ONLINE I 03333056035 I IN-STORE 


SEIZE THE HOLIDAY 



HOLIDAYS 


® #ABTA 410% saving applies to the total cost of the holiday, excluding APD, fuel surcharges, taxes and booking fees. The discount is valid for new bookings made between 00:01 Friday 25th August and 23:59 Monday 28th August 2017 for departures up to 31 st December 2018. Discount is valid on flight inclusive package holidays, Fly Drives, Cruise & Touring 
abtaN0.V2043 bookings only and does not apply to TCD, Flight+Hotel, Wonderlist bookings. Discount cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount scheme and is non-transferrable. A minimum spend of £2,000 per booking applies if booked by telephone or in-store. When booking by telephone and in-store a non-refundable booking fee applies. **Price is 
per person based on 2 adults travelling and sharing a Deluxe - Resort View Room at the Moon Palace Cancun for 7 nights on an all-inclusive basis with return economy flights from London Gatwick and include all applicable taxes and fuel surcharges, which are correct as of 15 Aug 17 and are subject to change. Prices based on 28 Nov’ 18 departures. Price for Moon Palace 
Jamaica is per person based on 2 adults travelling and sharing a Superior Deluxe Partial Ocean View Room at the Moon Palace Jamaica for 7 nights on an all-inclusive basis with return economy flights from London Gatwick and include all applicable taxes and fuel surcharges, which are correct as of 15 Aug 1 17 and are subject to change. Prices based on 21 Nov ‘18 departures. 
Price includes online discounts and must be booked online, if booked by telephone or in store a higher price applies. Weekend and peak season supplements may apply. Offer must be booked by 30 Aug 17 and is subject to availability and standard terms and conditions. Offers valid for the relevant division of the Virgin Holidays Group only, for definition visit https://www. 
virginholidays.co.uk/who-are-we/our-family. Offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other special offer, promotion or discount including the Frequent Virgin Club and Virgin Atlantic Flying Club unless otherwise stated. When booking by telephone or in-store a non-refundable booking fee applies. Credit Card payments will incur a 1.5% charge of the value of the transaction. 
Calls cost no more than calls to geographical numbers (01 or 02). ATOL protected (2358) and ABTA (V2043) for Virgin Holidays. 2018 bookings departing from London Gatwick or Manchester will include access to the Virgin Holidays V Room Lounge, Bookings from Gatwick will include entry plus selected beers, wine and spirits. Bookings from Manchester will include entry only. 



FI 

JLL-TI 

IME COI 

URSI 

ES 

PLACES AVAILABLE FOR THIS SEPTEMBER 


FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR CALL 023 8048 4848 


DISCOVER 


YOUR PATH 


www.southampton-city.ac.uk 
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Scout Boot Scooter 



Max Range: 
upto 10 miles 
Max Speed: 4 mph 
Max User Weight: 
20 stone 



X Fold Rollator 


Lightweight and 
folds in two directions 
Height adjustable 
from 32 inches 
to 37 inches 



ST1 Boot Scooter 



Max Range: 

6 miles 
Max Speed: 4 mph 
Max User Weight: 
18 stone 


You will automatically 
be entered into a draw. 

If you purchase between 
26th June and 24th September 


CELIA & BROMPTON 
SUMMER SLIPPERS 

WIDE FITTING 
VELCRO ADJUSTMENT 

SAVE 20% 

OFF MARKED PRICES 

NOW FROM ONLY £15.19 


Langley Riser Reclinei Chair 



Ergonomically contoured 
seat and waterfall back 
for comfort 
Independent leg rest 
and recline functions 
Max UserWeight:20st 



( 


f Ableworld ^ 

V www.ableworld.co.uk S 


) 



SUMMER 


SALE 


Lightweight Steel Travel Chai 



UPTO 25% OFF 

ON SELECTED 
CONTINENCE CARE 


15% OFF 

ON ALL WHEELCHAIR AND 
SCOOTER ACCESSORIES 


Single Motor 
Overall Height: 43” 
Overall Width: 33” 
Overall Depth: 36” 

Max User Weight: 23st 
Colours may vary 



Deluxe Walking Frame 



nviimji'nnu.iiB 

Folds at the touch 
of a button 

Easy storage and transport 
Height adjustable 
Fantastic Walking Action 



Stairlifts FREEPHONE 0800 038 7800 


24 Hour Callout Service 

We have people on the phone 
24 hours a day, seven days a week 
plus overnight and 
weekend engineering support 
Often Fitted Next Day 


FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION SURVEY 




STRAIGHT RECONDITIONED 
STAIRLIFTS: 


FROM ONLY 


STRAIGHT NEW 
STAIRLIFTS: 

FROM ONLY 


£ 495 * £ 1195 * £2795 


CURVED NEW 
STAIRLIFTS: 

NOW FROM ONLY 


WE BUY BACK STAIRLIFTS - UP TO £500 PAID. ACORN, BROOKS, MINIVATOR, AGE UK, COMPANION & HANDICARE Subject to survey and a 


SOUTHAMPTON ABLEWORLD 

42-46 Portsmouth Road, Woolston 
Southampton, SOI 9 9AD 
Email: info@ableworldsouthampton.co.uk 

T: (02380) 440000 

Open 7 days a week 
To see more stores, please visit: 

www. ableworld. co. uk 

Opposite the Bus Station 




| facebook.com/ 

ableworld 


twitter.com/ 

AbleworldUK 


www.ableworild.co.uk 

Ableworld are the main mobility retailer in the area 
approved as a Community Equipment Dispenser 



NHS Vouchers Welcome Where Applicable 
*VAT Exempt - Ask in Store for Details 
MRP - Manufacturers Recommended Price. 
Previous Price - Sold for 28 Days in Last 6 months at our Nantwich Store 


Insurance/Warranty is arranged by Ableworld UK Ltd and provided through 
Mark Bates Ltd t/a Premier Care, Premier House, Londonthorpe Road, 
Grantham, Lines, NG31 9SN who are authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. FRN 308390. 
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SPORTS PINK 


7IJA 





RESULTS 


SATURDAY’S FOOTBALL RESULTS AND TABLES 


Premier League 


AFC Bournemouth.1 

Daniels 13 

HT 1-1 

Crystal P.0 

HT 0-1 

Huddersfld.0 

HT 0-0 

Man Utd.L 

HTL-L 

Newcastle.3 

Joselu 36 
Clark 72 
Mitrovic 86 
HT 1-0 

Watford.0 

HT 0-0 

HOME 

P W D L F A 
Huddersfld 3 110 10 

Man City 3 0 10 11 

Man Utd 2 1 0 0 4 0 

W.B.A. 2 10 0 10 

Watford 3 0 2 0 3 3 

SAINTS 3 110 3 2 

Liverpool 2 10 0 10 

Everton 2 10 0 10 

Swansea 3 0 0 1 0 4 

Leicester 2 1 0 0 2 0 

Tottenham 2 0 0 1 1 2 

Arsenal 2 1 0 0 4 3 

Chelsea 2 0 0 1 2 3 

Burnley 2 0 0 1 0 1 

Newcastle 3 10 1 3 2 

Stoke 2 10 0 10 

Brighton 3 0 0 1 0 2 

Bournemouth 3 0 0 2 1 4 

Crystal P 3 0 0 2 0 5 

West Ham 3 0 0 0 0 0 


Man City.2 

Gabriel Jesus 21 
Sterling 90 
Att 10,419 

Swansea.2 

Abraham 44 
Ayew 48 
Att 23,477 

SAINTS.0 

Leicester.L 

West Ham.0 

Att 52,093 

Brighton.0 

Att 20,181 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

1 0 0 3 0 7 

2 0 0 4 1 7 

1 0 0 4 0 6 

10 0 10 6 

1 0 0 2 0 5 

0 1 0 0 0 5 


110 2 0 


1 0 0 2 1 3 

1 0 0 3 2 3 


0 0 3 2 10 0 


SkyBet Championship 


Barnsley.3 

Ugbo 31 
Barnes 35 
Moncur 67 
HT 2-0 

Birminghm.0 

HT 0-0 

Brentford.0 

HT 0-0 

Burton Albion.1 

Mason 65 
HT 0-1 

Cardiff.2 

Hoilett 22 
Bamba 45 
HT 2-1 

Ipswich.0 

HT 0-1 

Middlesbro.0 

HT 0-0 

Millwall.4 

Gregory 15 
Saville 17 
Wallace 42 
Hutchinson 72 
HT 3-0 

Nottm For.L 

HTL-L 

Sheff Utd.3 

Sharp 4,90 
Russell 39 og 
HT 2-0 

HOME 

P W D L F 
Cardiff 5 3 0 0 7 

Ipswich 5 2 0 1 3 

Wolves 5 10 12 

Nottm For 4 2 0 0 3 

Sheff Utd 5 3 0 0 5 

Leeds Utd 4 0 2 0 0 

Preston 5 2 0 0 2 

Hull 5 2 0 1 10 

Middlesbro 5 2 10 3 

Q.P.R. 5 2 0 0 4 

Reading 5 110 3 

Derby Cty 5 10 11 

Bristol C 5 12 0 4 

Fulham 5 0 111 

Barnsley 5 2 0 1 6 

Sheff Wed 5 0 2 0 2 

Millwall 5 1118 

A. Villa 5 110 5 

Sunderlnd 5 0 111 

Birminghm 5 1112 

Burton Albion 5 1113 

Norwich 5 10 13 

Brentford 5 0 2 1 5 

Bolton 5 0 0 2 3 


Sunderlnd.0 

Att 15,697 

Reading.2 

Bodvarsson 60 
Evans 85 
Att 19,993 

Wolves.0 

Att 10,351 

Sheff Wed.1 

Hooper 36 
Att 5,084 

Q.P.R.1 

Smith 15 
Att 18,520 

Fulham.2 

Kebano 35 
Rui Fonte 51 
Att 16,844 

Preston.0 

Att 25,295 

Norwich.0 

Leeds Utd.L 

Derby Cty.1 

Bryson 90 
Att 26,202 

AWAY 

l W D L F A Pt 


2 0 0 


15 


1 0 2 2 3 7 


0 0 2 1 4 6 


0 0 2 0 3 2 


SkyBet League One 


AFC Wimbledon. 

Appiah 58 
Barcham 60 
HT 0-0 

Blackburn. 

Williams 2 
Mulgrew 29,77 
Samuel 83 
HT 2-1 

Blackpool. 

Longstaff 6 
Vassell 15 
HT 2-0 

Bristol R. 

Sinclair 26 
Bod in 43 
Harrison 79 
HT 2-0 


POOLS 


2 Doncaster.0 

Att 4,144 

4 M K Dons.1 

Upson 25 
Att 10,111 

2 Oldham.1 

Holloway 70 
Att 4,642 

.3 Fleetwood Town.1 

Cole 60 


Gillingham.3 

Eaves 56,63,80 
HT 0-1 

Northmptn.1 

Revel I 85 

HT 0-2 

Oxford Utd.1 

Van Kessel 75 
HT 0-0 

Plymouth.0 

HT 0-1 

Rochdale.0 

HT 0-0 

Rotherham.0 

HT 0-1 

Walsall.3 

Leahy 54 
T Roberts 61 
Bakayoko 87 
HT 0-2 

Wigan.1 

Toney 9 
HT 1-0 

HOME 

P W D L F / 
Peterboro 4 2 0 0 4 2 

Wigan 4 110 5 2 

Shrewsbry 4 2 0 0 4 2 

Charlton 4 2 0 0 5 1 

Fleetwood Tn 4 2 0 0 4 C 

Scunthorpe 4 110 2 1 
Oxford Utd 4 110 4 1 
Blackpool 4 2 0 0 3 1 

Bradford 4 10 1 2 2 

Blackburn 4 10 1 5 ' 

Bristol R 4 10 1 4 5 

Doncaster 4 0 2 0 3 2 

Walsall 4 11 0 5^ 

POMPEY 411031 
Southend 4 110 3 2 

Wimbledon 4 10 1 2 1 

Bury 4 10 13 2 

Plymouth 4 10 1 2 ' 

Rotherham 4 10 1 5 2 

M K Dons 4 10 1 1 1 

Gillingham 4 0 1 1 3 ' 

Rochdale 4 0 2 0 1 1 

Oldham 4 0 0 2 0 ' 

Northmptn 4 0 0 2 1 i 


Southend.3 

Leonard 20 
Kightly 65 
Cox 73 
Att 5,339 

Peterboro.4 

Edwards 32 
Morias 41 
Marriott 75 
Maddison 90 pen 
Att 6,685 

Shrewsbry.1 

Payne 83 
Att 7,120 

Scunthorpe.4 

Madden 27,68, Hopper 77 
Morris 90 
Att 9,605 

Bury.0 

Att 4,601 

Charlton.2 

Bauer 16, Magennis 66 
Att 7,976 

Bradford.3 

McCartan 30 
Poleon 38 
Leahy 49 og 
Att 4,817 

POMPEY.1 

Chaplin 76 
Att 9,685 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

2 12 
0 10 
1 10 


1 


SkyBet League Two 


Barnet. 

HT 0-1 

Cambridge... 

HT 0-0 

Cheltnham... 

Dawson 8,12 
Holman 90 

HT 2-2 

Colchester... 


Kent 21 
Szmodics 65 
Vincent-Young 74 
Senior 90 
HT 2-1 

Grimsby. 

Rose 52 pen 
Hooper 65 
HT 0-2 

Lincoln City. 

Woodyard 31,62 
Rhead 67 pen 
Knott 87 
HT 1-0 

Mansfield. 

Bennett 23 
Angol 71 
HT 1-0 

Newport County... 

Nouble 55,66,68 
Amond 82 
HT 0-1 

Port Vale. 


Crewe.. 


HT 0-1 

Yeovil. 

Browne 27 
Olomola 75 
HT 1-0 


Exeter 4 2 

Newport Co 4 1 

Stevenage 4 1 

Crewe 4 1 

Luton 4 2 

Acc Stanley 4 2 

Notts Cnty 4 1 

Wycombe 4 0 

Swindon 4 0 

Coventry 4 1 

Carlisle ' J 

Yeovil 

Lincoln City 
Mansfield e i 

Morecambe 4 1 

Colchester 4 1 

Barnet 4 1 

Cambridge 4 0 

Forest Grn 4 1 

Crawley 4 0 

Port Vale 4 0 

Grimsby 4 0 

Cheltnham 4 1 

Chesterfld 4 1 


4 2 0 0 5 2 


10 6 2 


0 2 2 5 


Ladbrokes Scottish Prem 


0 12 2 

2 3 9 


1 0 4 3 7 


0 1114 5 

0 1 13 8 5 


Stevenage.1 

Pett 27 
Att 1,883 

Morecambe.0 

Att 4,573 

Exeter.4 

Moore-Taylor 39 
Reid 45,77 pen 
Taylor 78 
Att 3,168 

Forest Grn.1 

Noble 23 


Att 3,047 

...2 Wycombe.3 

Akinfenwa 28,75 
Jacobson 43 pen 
Att 4,016 

...4 Carlisle.1 

Lambe 75 


Att 8,345 

.2 

Collins 85 
Hylton 89 
Att 4,665 


O’Grady 37 

Att 4,332 

.1 

Dagnall 30 
Att 6,299 

Crawley.3 

Lancashire 36 og 
Roberts 79 
Smith 85 
Att 6,613 

Coventry.0 


W D L F A Pt 


10 0 10 8 


2 0 0 6 4 7 


0 1 12 3 5 
0 1 13 4 5 


Celtic . 




...1 


St Johnstn.... 


. 1 

McGregor 79 







MacLean 39 

HT 0-1 

Kilmarnock... 




...2 


Hamilton. 


.2 

Longridge 3 og, Erwin 58 




Skondras 72, Crawford 88 pen 

HT 1-0 

Motherwell 




...2 


Hearts. 


Att 3,706 

1 

Bowman 37, Moult 41 






Lafferty 30 

HT 2-1 








Att 6,568 

Par-tick 




...3 


Aberdeen 


4 

Erskine 8, Doolan 13 





Christie 5, McLean 42 pen 

Keown 54 






Wright 52, Rooney 84 

HT 2-2 








Att 4,768 



HOME 



AWAY 



P 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W D L 

F 

A Pt 

Aberdeen 4 

2 

0 

0 

4 

1 

2 0 0 

6 

4 12 

Celtic 4 


1 

0 

5 

2 

2 0 0 

3 

0 10 

St Johnstn 4 

2 

0 

0 

5 

1 

1 1 0 

3 

2 10 

Hamilton 4 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 1 1 

5 

5 7 

Hibernian 3 

1 

0 


4 

4 

1 0 0 

3 

2 6 

Motherwell 4 

2 

0 

1 

5 

3 

0 0 1 

1 

4 6 

Rangers 3 

0 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 0 0 

2 

1 4 

Hearts 4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 1 2 

3 

6 4 

Ross Cnty 3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 0 1 

2 

3 3 

Kilmarnock 4 

0 

1 

3 

3 

7 

0 0 0 

0 

0 1 

Partick 4 

0 

0 

2 

3 

5 

0 0 2 


4 0 

Dundee 3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 0 2 

1 

5 0 

Ladbrokes Scottish Ch’ship 

Brechin . 




...0 


Inverness CT 


. 4 







Vigurs 27,73, McKay 32 








Cooper 62 

HT 0-2 








Att 703 

Dumbarton ... 




...0 


Dunfrmline.... 


. 4 







Cardie 5, Higginbotham 28 







Clark 87, Ryan 90 

HT 0-2 








Att 1,028 

Falkirk . 




...1 


Queen Sth . 


. 4 

Gasparotto 89 








Kerr 2 







Dobbie ' 

H ,46,49 pen 

HT 0-2 

Morton . 




...0 


Livingston . 


Att 4,108 

. 1 








Mullen 60 

HT 0-0 








Att 1,599 

St Mirren 




...3 


Dundee Utd... 


.0 

Morgan 26,48, McShane 78 






HT 1-0 








Att 4,768 



HOME 



AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W D L 

F 

A Pt 

Dunfrmline 4 

2 

0 

0 

8 

2 

1 1 0 

5 

1 10 

Queen Sth 4 

2 

0 

0 

5 

1 

1 0 1 

5 

3 9 

St Mirren 4 

2 

0 

0 

6 

1 

1 0 1 

4 

5 9 

Dundee Utd 4 

2 

0 

0 

3 


1 0 1 

1 

3 9 

Morton 4 

1 

0 

1 

4 

2 

0 2 0 

1 

1 5 

Livingston 4 

0 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 1 0 

3 

2 5 

Inverness CT 4 

0 

1 

1 


2 

1 0 1 

5 

5 4 

Dumbarton 4 

0 



0 

4 

0 1 1 

1 

2 2 

Falkirk 4 

0 



2 

5 

0 0 2 

2 

6 1 

Brechin 4 

0 

1 

1 

2 

6 

0 0 2 

1 

5 1 

Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 1 

Airdrieonians.... 



...2 


Alloa. 


. 0 

Conroy 16 pen, Hastie 88 







HT 1-0 








Att 771 

Ayr Utd. 




...1 


Arbroath. 


.2 

Higgins 42 






Kader 45, Whatley 59 

HT 1-1 








Att 561 

East Fife. 




...0 


Raith. 


.5 







Barr 5, Vaughan 20,80 
Spence 39, Buchanan 69 

HT 0-3 

Forfar . 




...0 


Albion R . 


. 2 








Trouten 34 
Shields 85 

HT 0-1 








Att 537 

Queen Park.. 




...2 


Stranraer . 


. 2 

Brady 38 







R Wallace 1 

Neill 90 og 







Anderson 9 

HT 1-2 








Att 595 



HOME 



AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W D L 

F 

A Pt 

Raith 4 

2 

0 

0 

6 

1 

1 1 0 

6 

1 10 

Ayr Utd 4 

1 

0 

1 

4 

2 

2 0 0 

9 

4 9 

Arbroath 4 

■| 

0 

1 

4 

3 

1 1 0 

3 

2 7 

Airdrieonians 4 

1 

1 

0 

3 

1 

1 0 1 

3 

3 7 

Albion R 4 

0 

0 

2 

2 

7 

2 0 0 

7 

2 6 

East Fife 4 

1 

0 



5 

1 0 1 

3 

3 6 

Alloa 4 

1 

1 

0 

2 


0 0 2 

0 

3 4 

Stranraer 4 

1 

0 


4 

4 

0 1 1 

2 

5 4 

Forfar 4 

1 

0 


2 

3 

0 0 2 

1 

6 3 

Queen Park 4 

0 

1 

1 

4 

7 

0 0 2 

0 

3 1 

Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 2 


Annan Athletic.0 

HT 0-1 

Clyde.1 

Nicoll 77 
HT 0-1 

Cowdenbth.0 

HT 0-1 

Edinburgh City.0 

HT 0-2 

Peterhead.2 

Cairney 5 
McAllister 53 pen 

HT 1-4 

HOME 

P W D L F A 
Stirling A 4 2 0 0 6 0 

Montrose 4 110 2 1 

Elgin 4 110 4 3 

Peterhead 4 10 1 5 4 

Berwick 4 10 1 4 6 

Stenhsmuir 4 10 1 5 4 

Cowdenbth 4 10 1 1 1 

Clyde 4 110 3 2 

Annan Ath 4 0 0 2 1 3 

Edinburgh City 4 0 0 2 1 6 


1 


1 


Vanarama National League 


Aldershot.1 

McClure 34 
HT 1-0 

Barrow.1 

Diarra 56 
HT 0-1 

Dagenham.5 

Cheek 15,29 
Lokko 44 
Ferrier 74 
Whitely 81 
HT 3-1 

Ebbsfleet United.0 

HT 0-0 

FC Halifax.2 

Kosylo 25 
Brown 78 
HT 1-0 

Hartlepool.0 

HT 0-1 

Leyton O.1 

Clay 90 
HT 0-1 

Sutton Utd.1 

Wright 35 
HT 1-0 

Torquay.1 

Pittman 75 
HT 0-0 

Tranmere.2 

Cook 82 
Mangan 90 
HT 0-0 

Wrexham.1 

Jennings 43 
HT 1-0 


Chester FC.2 

Dawson 48 pen 
James 82 

Maidenhead Utd 1 

Clifton 28 
Att 1,154 

Bromley.1 

Wanadio 26 


Att 1,415 

Gateshead.0 

Att 1,446 

Guiseley.0 

Att 1,777 

AFC Fylde.2 

Jones 40 
Rowe 84 

EASTLEIGH.1 

Obileye 45 
Att 4,373 

Maidstone Utd.3 

Okuonghae 68 
Paxman 74 
Pigott 82 
Att 2,312 

Solihull Moors.2 

Campbell 47 
Vaughan 74 
Att 1,862 

Boreham W.2 

Andrade 53 pen 
Balanta 68 

Woking.0 


Vanarama National Lge Sth 


Bath City.1 

Morgan 42 
HT 1-0 

Chelmsford.2 

Johnson 61 
Dickson 79 
HT 0-0 

East Thurrock.2 

Agyemang 12 
Higgins 47 
HT 1-0 

Eastbourne Borough.1 

Taylor 35 
HT 1-0 

Hampton & Richmond....0 

HT 0-0 

H Hempstead.L 


HT 0-0 

Hungerford Town... 

Soares 35 
Ngamvoulou 68 
HT 1-2 

Oxford C. 

Sinclair 45 
HT 1-0 

St Albans. 

Noble 51 
Walker 65 
HT 0-0 

Weston-S-Mare. 

Reid 76 
Grubb 81 
HT 0-1 

Whitehawk. 

Gueye 14 
HT 1-0 


Att 484 

Truro City.0 


Att 730 

Bog nor Regis Town ..0 


Att 265 

Wealdstone.1 

Oshodi 84 
Att 631 

Havant and W.1 

Fogden 90 
Att 426 

Dartford.L 

Bradbrook 53 pen,86 pen 

Pavey 77 
Att 411 

Gloucester.L 

Williams 18 
Parker 33,52 

Welling U.L 

Goldberg 80 pen 
Att 252 

Concord Rgs.L 

Cawley 48 
Att 688 

Chippenham.L 

Pratt 27 
Smith 74 
Att 611 

Braintree Town.1 

Allen 58 
Att 237 


Vanarama National Lge Nth 


Montrose.1 

Watson 43 
Att 412 

Stenhsmuir.1 

McGuigan 31 

Berwick.1 

Murrell 18 

Elgin.3 

Strapp 20 
Cameron 36 
Allan 82 
Att 350 

Stirling A.4 

Morrison 18 
D Smith 21,36 
Kavanagh 25 
Att 632 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 
2 0 0 7 4 12 

10 


10 16 3 3 
0 0 2 0 3 0 


AFC Telford.1 

Dinanga 70 
HT 0-3 

Chorley.0 

HT 0-0 

Curzon Ashton.0 


HT 0-0 

FC Utd of Manchester....2 

Lowe 8 pen 
McCarthy 37 
HT 2-0 

Harrogate Town.3 

Ainge 2,63,73 pen 
HT 1-0 

Kiddrmnstr.2 

Ironside 60 
Ngwatala 62 
HT 0-1 

N Ferriby.1 

Bateson 51 
HT 0-1 

Nuneaton.4 

Nicholson 9,29, Henshall 20 
Hickey 75 
HT 3-0 

Southport.1 

Roberts 51 
HT 0-0 

Spennymoor Town.L 

Johnson 74 
HT 0-0 

Stockport County.1 

Oswell 54 
HT 0-0 


Bradford Pk Ave.4 

Havern 12 
Johnson 34,78 
Nowakowski 41 
Att 1,130 

Brackley.0 

Att 742 

Blyth Spartans.3 

Regan 66 og 
Maguire 81 
Reid 85 pen 
Att 284 

Boston.1 

Chapman 89 
Att 1,688 

Tamworth.0 

Att 669 

Alfreton Town.1 

Allan 17 
Att 1,613 

Darlington.1 

Gillies 9 

Leamington.0 

Att 731 

York.1 

Newton 82 
Att 1,177 

Salford City.L 

Att 887 

Gainsboro.0 

Att 3,006 


NON LEAGUE 
FOOTBALL 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

Banbury United 2 Bishop's Stortford 1 
Basingstoke Town 5 Chesham United 0 
Biggleswade Town 2 Hitchin Town 1 
King's Lynn Town 0 Frame Town 0 
Kings Langley 2 Kettering Town 5 
Merthyr Town 3 Farnborough 0 
Redditch United 4 Dorchester Town 0 
Royston Town 1 Dunstable Town 1 
Slough Town 3 St Ives Town 0 
St Neots Town 1 Hereford 3 
Tiverton Town 2 Gosport Borough 0 
Weymouth 1 Stratford Town 1 
South East 

AFC Dunstable 2 Ashford Town 2 
AFC Rushden & Diamonds 7 Fleet 
Town 1 

Arlesey Town 1 Northwood 3 
Aylesbury United 2 Barton Rovers 3 
Cambridge City 1 Beaconsfield Town 2 
Chalfont St Peter 1 Aylesbury 0 
Egham Town 2 Bedford Town 1 
Hartley Wintney 5 Hanwell Town 1 
Hayes & Yeading United 4 Thame 
United 2 

Moneyfields 3 Marlow 1 
Uxbridge 0 Kempston Rovers 2 

South West 

AFC Totton 1 Slimbridge 2 
Bideford 0 Swindon Supermarine 1 
Cinderford Town 1 Barnstaple Town 3 
Cirencester Town 1 Didcot Town 2 
Kidlington 2 Bristol Manor Farm 3 
Larkhall Athletic 1 Winchester City 2 
North Leigh 2 Salisbury 1 
Paulton Rovers 2 Evesham United 0 
Shortwood United 1 Taunton Town 2 
Wimborne Town 4 Yate Town 2 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

AFC Portchester 4 Portland United 2 
Alresford Town 4 Team Solent 0 
Amesbury Town 1 Sholing 3 
Bashley 1 Bemerton HH 1 
Bournemouth 0 Baffins Milton 3 
Brockenhurst 2 Petersfield Town 1 
Hamble Club 3 Lymington Town 5 
Hamworthy United 2 Fareham Town 0 
Horndean 4 Cowes Sports 1 
Newport 0 Andover Town 4 
Shaftesbury 2 Blackfield & Langley 3 
Division One 
Alton 0 Christchurch 0 
Downton 0 Tadley Calleva 3 
Hythe & Dibden 4 Ringwood Town 3 
Laverstock & Ford 5 Totton & Eling 1 
New Milton Town 0 AFC Stoneham 1 
US Portsmouth 2 Andover New Street 3 
Verwood Town 0 Romsey Town 2 
Whitchurch United 2 East Cowes Vies 1 

NEW FOREST CARE HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

Clanfield 1 QK Southampton 3 
Hayling United 4 Fleetlands First 3 
Hedge End Rangers 3 Paulsgrove 4 
Liss Athletic 2 Infinity 3 
Stockbridge 2 Liphook United 1 
Sway 1 Locks Heath 3 
Winchester Castle 2 Bush Hill 2 
Division 1 

Four Marks 5 Lyndhurst 2 
Headley United 1 Upham 4 
Netley Central Sports 2 AFC Petersfield 0 
South Wonston Swifts 6 Michelmersh & 
Timsbury 1 
Combination 

Bush Hill pp Headley United 
Fleetlands 6 Winchester Castle 4 
Liphook United 9 Hedge End Rangers 2 
Overton United 3 Hayling United 0 
Paulsgrove pp Michelmersh & Timsbury 
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